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PART 1 - CITES QUESTIONS 
 
 
Note: Part 1 only includes answers to the questions contained in the CITES Biennial Report format, 
approved at the 13th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to CITES, October 2004.

* Document as discussed and agreed at COM 45 held on 14 November 2008. 
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A.  General information 

Party Belgium 

Period covered in this report: 
 

1 January 2011 to 31 December 2012 

Details of agency preparing this report Federal Public Service (FPS) Health, Food Chain 
Safety and Environment 
Directorate General Environment 
Service Multilateral and Strategic Affairs 
CITES Unit 
Eurostation II 
Place Victor Horta 40 box 10  
B-1060 BRUSSELS 

Contributing agencies, organizations or individuals isabelle.gregoire@environment.belgium.be 
miet.vanlooy@environment.belgium.be 
 

B.  Legislative and regulatory measures 

1 Has information on CITES-relevant legislation already been provided 
under the CITES National Legislation Project?  
If yes, ignore questions 2, 3 and 4. 

Yes (fully)     
Yes (partly)   
No                  
No information/unknown  
 

2 If your country has planned, drafted or enacted any CITES-relevant legislation, please provide the following 
details: 

 Title and date:  
 

Status: 

 Brief description of contents:  
The European Union implements since 1984 the provisions of CITES, the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, through common 
regulations: 
 
The Regulations still currently in force (they were modified in 2012) :  

� Council Regulation (EC) No 338/97 on the Protection of the Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora by Regulating Trade therein that was adopted on 9 December 1997, amended  by 
Commission Regulation (EU) No 1158/2012  adopted on 27 November 2012. This 
Commission Regulation updates the Annexes to the Basic Regulation by including in 
Annex C species that have recently been put in Appendix III to the Convention;  Ex : 
Diospyros spp and   Dalbergia spp  by Madadgascar : 

� Commission Regulation (EC) No 865/2006 laying down detailed rules concerning the 
implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 338/97, that was adopted on 4 May 2006  
amended by  : 

- Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 792/2012 laying down rules for the 
design of permits, certificates and other documents  

 -  Commission Regulation (EU) No 791/2012 of 23 August 2012 related ti certain 
provisions relating to the trade in species of wild fauna and flora.   
These two regulations must be read together to understand the European Community 
wildlife trade laws. 
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- Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 757/2012 suspending the introduction 
into the Union of specimens of certain species of wild fauna and flora that was adopted on 
20 August 2012 ;  
  
All regulations are available at : 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/home_en.htm. 
 

3 Is enacted legislation available in one of the working languages of the 
Convention? 
 

 yes 
no 
non information 

 If yes, please attach a copy of the full legislative text or key legislative 
provisions that were gazetted.  
 

legislation attached                   
provided previously                  
not available, will send later     

5 Which of the following issues are addressed by any stricter domestic measures that 
your country has adopted for CITES-listed species 
(in accordance with Article XIV of the Convention)? 

Tick all applicable 

  The conditions for: The complete prohibition of: 

 Issue Yes No No information Yes No No information 

 Trade   a)      

 Taking            

 Possession   b)  
 

     

 Transport   a)      

 Other (specify)    c)   

Additional comments 
 

a) The EU regulation (EC) No. 338/97 (see below) provides stricter 
measures for intra-community trade in endangered species (annex 
A and B). Dispositions on transport of specimens are also 
harmonized by that regulation: Regulation CE n°338/97 makes the 
implementation of IATA rules for the air transport of live animals 
as well as the CITES directives related to transport obligatory (cf. 
Resolution 10.21 rev COP14)  
b)- Law of 28/07/1981 approving CITES provides in Article 4 the 
interdiction of possession of specimens of Appendix I excepting for 
general or specific exemptions referred to in Article 2 of the Royal 
Decree of 09/04/2003 on the protection of species of wild fauna 
and flora by regulating trade. 
Specific exemptions are granted to such persons or entities holding 
live animals of Appendix I which, inter alia, introduced an 
inventory in the manner prescribed. 
- The Royal Decree of 16/07/09 establishes a list of 42 species of 
mammals that can be held by private persons in Belgium. This 
Royal Decree entered into force on 1 October 2009. 
 c) No CITES export or re-export permits are delivered for rhino 
horns since March 2012 (few exemptions to this prohibition are 
provided for). Belgium follows the guidelines of the Commission 
services which consider that, in the current circumstances, in the 
light of the precautionary principle and unless there are conclusive 
scientific evidence to the contrary, Member States should consider 
that there are serious factors relating to the conservation of rhino 
species that militate against the issuance of export and re-export 
permits for these specimens. 
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6 What were the results of any review or assessment of the effectiveness of 

CITES legislation, with regard to the following items? 
Tick all applicable 

 
Item Adequate 

Partially 
Inadequate 

Inadequate No information 

 Powers of CITES authorities     

 Clarity of legal obligations     

 Control over CITES trade     

 Consistency with existing policy on 
wildlife management and use 

    

 Coverage of law for all types of 
offences 

    

 Coverage of law for all types of 
penalties 

    

 Implementing regulations     

 Coherence within legislation     

Other (please specify):     
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Please provide details if available: 
The EU Wildlife Trade Regulations (Council Regulation (EC) 338/97 and its implementing 
Regulations, currently Commission Regulation (EC) 865/2006), have been in place for 
over 16 years.  
Following the conclusions of the study on the effectiveness of the Regulations launched by 
the EU Commission in 2010 and carried out by TRAFFIC and IUCN, a full revision of  the 
basic Regulation (Council Regulation (EC) No. 338/97) was  not deemed necessary.  
This regulation has been proved effective in achieving the objectives of CITES to ensure 
that trade in species is sustainable. However, in order to make the regulatory system 
even more efficient and effective it was decided to revise the Implementing Regulation 
(Commission Regulation (EC) 865/2006) and to develop guidelines for the implementation 
of both the basic regulation and the implementing regulation (IR).  

Belgium has actively collaborated at the  revision of IR 865/2006 by participating in 
working groups, proposing guidance and modifications related to different subjects, 
among others: 
- Use of codes sources ‘C’ and ‘D’  
- Working languages to be used when filling in the permits/certificates. 
- Amendment and replacement of EC certificates by a Member State different from the 
issuing Member State. 
 
An updated Reference Guide by the European Commission, TRAFFIC Europe and WWF that 
helps understand the European Union Wildlife Trade Regulations was made available begin 
2013. This guide is to be used as reference material by CITES Management and Scientific 
Authorities, wildlife trade enforcement officials, wildlife traders and anyone interested in 
the legislation and the technicalities of its provisions. 
In the framework of the revision of the EU wildlife trade regulatory system some 
provisions were amended :  
- Introduction of exemptions to the EC certificate requirement for the species Acipenser 
brevirostrum (shortnose sturgeon) and their hybrids and Annex A crocodilian species, 
under specific conditions; 
- Re-sale of personal and household effects. Introduction of new provisions to clarify 
provisions relating to the intra- EU commercial sale of personal and household effects 
of Annex A and B species.   

- Scope and marking techniques clarifying that marking only applies to LIVE specimens 
when specimen-specific certificates are issued on the basis of Article 48. For dead 
specimens, other identification techniques are to be used.  

- Modification of the content and design of EU certificates (Article 2(5) and Annex V of 
the IR) in order to make EU certificates easier to understand and to fill in (mention of 
the purpose of the certificate, use of bold headings, additional sub boxes). 

7 If no review or assessment has taken place, is one planned for the next 
reporting period? 

 Yes 
No 
No information 
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 Please provide details if available: 

 
   

 a) The review process of Royal Decree of 09/04/2003 is still ongoing (amendment 
proposals were made in 2011 and 2012). 
Foreseen Amendments to this Royal Decree will include: 
- clarification of  the definition of 'commercial activities’; 
- stricter rules regarding the holding of specimens A and B whose descendants 
enter commercial activities (identification, certificate requirement etc) ; 
-  revision of the dispositions relating to the CITES register in particular the 
different categories of CITES species for which records must be kept and for which 
an exemption is provided (species frequently bred in captivity) . 

b) A Royal Decree that amends the Royal Decree of 13/11/2011 laying down 
payments and fees due to the “Budget fund for raw materials and products” has 
been prepared with the aim to increase the fees that are due for applications of 
CITES documents : a positive advice of the financial inspector was given in 
December 2012 see details under point D5 Permitting and registration procedures. 

c)  A new Ministerial decree that designates authorized civil agents of Belgian CITES 
Management Authority other than Inspector veterinaries to sign police reports in 
the framework of administrative fines was prepared and sent to the State Council.  
This Ministerial decree was on 21/05/2013 published.  
 

8 Has there been any review of legislation on the following subjects in 
relation to implementation of the Convention? 

Tick all applicable 

 Subject  Yes No No information 

 Access to or ownership of natural resources    

 Harvesting    

 Transporting of live specimens    

Handling and housing of live specimens    

Please provide details if available: 
 

9 Please provide details of any additional measures taken:  see Attachment 1  
8 April 2011. – Royal decree amending the Royal decree of 9 april 2003 on the 
protection of species of wild fauna and flora by control of their trade:  
This RD adds references to existing Community CITES regulations.  
 

18 May 2011. - Royal Decree determining the financial contribution 
of Belgian federal authority for 2011 to CITES.  
 
26 November 2011 – Royal Decree for a financial contribution by the Federal 
Belgian Authority for the year 2011 to WWF-Belgium for the management and 
development of the EU-TWIX project. 
 
4 May 2012. - Royal Decree determining the financial contribution 
of Belgian federal authority for 2012 to CITES.  
 
27 December 2012. - Law on different dispositions on welfare, CITES , animal 
and consumers health protection.  These changes concern mainly Art 5 and  Art 6 of 
the Law of 28 July 1981:  
- to insert a reference to the European regulations and decisions on the matter; 
- to replace the fine “from 25 to 50,000 euros" by a fine “from 26 to 50,000 euros” 
- to specify that in case of infringement, the agents of the authority referred to in Article 7 
are responsible for the laying down of an administrative seizure for specimens that are 
subject to an infringement and that the Management Authority is empowered to take 
administrative action for these specimens  
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Compliance and enforcement measures 

 

 

 Yes No No information 

1 Have any of the following compliance monitoring operations been undertaken? 

 Review of reports and other information provided by traders and 
producers: 

   

 Inspections of traders, producers, markets:  
See Attachement 2 
 
 
 

     

Border controls 

See Attachement 3a and b 
 

    

Other (specify) 

 

 

   

2 Have any administrative measures (e.g., fines, bans, suspensions) 
been imposed for CITES-related violations? 

Administrative fines  See Attachement 2 
 

   

3 If Yes, please indicate how many and for what types of violations? If available, please attach details as Annex. 

4 Have any significant seizures, confiscations and forfeitures of 
CITES specimens been made? 

   

5 If information available: 

                 Significant seizures/confiscations 

                 Total seizures/confiscations 

If possible, please specify per group of species or attach details on 
annex.  See Attachements 2 and 3a , b 

Number 

 

 

 

6 Have there been any criminal prosecutions of significant CITES-
related violations?  

   

7 If Yes, how many and for what types of violations? If available, please attach details as Annex. 
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8 Have there been any other court actions of CITES-related violations?             

The data are not exhaustive since we don’t always get the police report from the public 
prosecutor’s room.  
*  in November 2011: Judgment:  Court of First Instance of Marche en Famenne 
sentenced a private person (a tortoises breeder) to:  
    - 6 months imprisonment and a fine of 1100 € (= 200 € plus 45 tenths)  or one 
month's subsidiary imprisonment. The court granted a reprieve for 3 years for half of 
the fine (=550 €) 
     - Confiscation of a sum of 7477.50 € = evaluation of the patrimonial benefit 
granted a reprieve of three years for one third of the fine (= 4985 €). The person 
charged had committed  several offenses including a forgery (false declaration) with 
intent to trade fraudulently in CITES species:  sale of tortoises of Appendix A II other 
than those covered by certificates, no CITES register , no VAT number, offense to the 
animal welfare legislation etc. 
 
*On 21/11/2012 the court of Kortrijk made a sentence against a firm for infringement 
at animal welfare and legislation CITES :  
- no EC certificate for Annex A species (Testudo) 
- no proof of legal acquisition for Annex B species (Bubo bengalensis) 
- no CITES register  
Since there were different charges and different legislations involved, the firm got the 
heaviest penalty.  
The firm was sentenced to a 3850 € fine (if not paid then 70 days imprisonment): 
1925 € effective and 1925 € with suspension (or replaced by 35 days imprisonment). 
The court granted a reprieve of 3 years.  
The firm was sentenced to pay a moral compensation to the plaintiff claiming damages 
of 250 €.  It had also to pay a indemnity for the judicial procedure to the plaintiff 
claiming damages of 150 € as well as all legal fees. 
 

9 If Yes, what were the violations involved and what were the results? Please attach details as Annex. 

10 How were the confiscated specimens generally disposed of? Tick if applicable 

 – Return to country of export   

 – Public zoos or botanical gardens   

 – Designated rescue centres   

 – Approved, private facilities   

 – Euthanasia   

 – Other (specify): destruction    

 Comments: 
‘Rescue centres: 
FOR LIVE ANIMALS:   
The Royal Zoological Society of Antwerp is the only rescue center officially recognized. 
Whenever the zoo is unable to accommodate the seized specimens, the MA seeks 
other solutions (see below). 
FOR LIVE PLANTS: 
The National Botanic Garden of Meise is the only rescue center officially recognized.  
In 2011 and 2012, steps were taken to formally accept another rescue center 
Opglabeeck (see below). This matter is still in 2013 ongoing. 
Other rescue centers for live animals: 
- “Carapace” for reptiles/amphibians and turtles in particular. 
- “Revalidation center of Opglabeek” mainly for birds 
 “Aquarium of Liège University” for fish and corals. 
- “Museum of Natural History” in Tournai for reptiles and live amphibians. 
When housing is not possible in one of the previous mentioned institutions which 
doesn’t happen often, the service will look at alternative housings as for example, by a 
renown expert with adequate facilities to accommodate the specimens .  
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FOR DEAD SPECIMENS: 
- Royal Institute of Natural Sciences of Belgium, Brussels   
- Royal Museum of Central Africa, Tervueren 
- Customs: for educational purposes   
- Sea Life, Blankenberge : for educational purposes  (ex dried 
seahorses) 
The return to the country of origin is quite exceptional and 
occurs only when the MA gets the assurance that the animal 
welfare requirements are met. During 2011-2012, we haven’t 
had any cases where we returned the specimens to the country 
of origin. 
 
Example of destruction in 2011: 11.000 skins Ptyas mucosus 
originating from Nepal were in 1986 introduced in Belgium 
via Spain without any CITES document. They were kept in 
storage since then under Customs regime.  These skins were 
in 2011 cremated under customs control when the case was 
closed (all actions or prosecutions been taken).   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Has your country provided to the Secretariat detailed information on 
significant cases of illegal trade (e.g. through an ECOMESSAGE or 
other means), or information on convicted illegal traders and 
persistent offenders? 

Yes  

No 

Not 
applicabl
e 

No 
informati
on 

 

 

 

 

 Comments: 

12 Has your country been involved in cooperative enforcement activities with 
other countries  

(e.g. exchange of intelligence, technical support, investigative assistance, 
joint operation, etc.)? 

 
 

Yes 

No 

No 
informatio
n 
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13 If Yes, please give a brief description: 

  - Belgian Customs and Federal Police do regularly make use of the EU-TWIX list-
server to share information on seizures and others related enforcement subjects 
with colleagues of CITES authorities in other EU Member States. 
- The GAD (Anti-drug Belgian Customs Group) do regularly broadcast relevant 
information on cases of fraud (News flash) or warning messages via the EU-TWIX list-
server. 

- The Belgian Management Authority and Belgian enforcement authorities do 
exchange information on enforcement with other EU members states during the 
meetings of EU Enforcement Group (2-3 meetings/year) 

- Cooperation with other countries (not exhaustive): interesting cases: 
 Cooperation with Israel:  Thanks to collaboration between the GAD (Anti-drug 

Belgian Customs Group) and enforcement authorities in Israel, a luggage 
leaving Brussels destined to Israel with several antique stuffs including two 
painted elephant tusks, an ivory statue and a sword with a handgrip in ivory 
led to an house search in Israel by the consignee resulting with the seizure of 
more than 20 kg of ivory. 

 Cooperation with Netherlands in the framework of the control of a Belgian 
firm involved in trade in frozen eels (Anguilla Anguilla) to be exported to 
China. Due to the suspension in place since 3 December 2010 of import and 
export of eels specimens into and from the European Union, it was necessary 
to check if these eels were effectively real  ‘pre convention’  specimens such 
as declared by the applicant. The Dutch authority needed to check the 
premises of two of the eel suppliers in Netherland. The controls performed did 
not prove that the specimens were real pre convention specimens and the 
export permit applications were therefore refused. 

 Cooperation with France, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Italy, Spain 
and Germany in the framework of an international investigation subsequent 
to the taking into custody in 2008 of a Belgian birds of prey keeper. This 
investigation has led to the exposure of a large-scale illegal trade in CITES 
birds. The investigation is still ongoing in 2013. 

 Cooperation with China : Belgium tried to coordinate with China a controlled 
delivery of an illegal ivory shipment but the action was cancelled since no 
penalty on illegal animal trade was possible in this case in China.  

 Regular collaboration with CITES Management authorities of other EU 
Member states and third countries was performed this in order to check the 
validity of CITES documents or ask further information on legal origin of  
specimens for which CITES documents are required. 

 

14 Has your country offered any incentives to local communities to assist in the 
enforcement of CITES legislation, e.g. leading to the arrest and conviction of 
offenders? 

Yes  

No 

No 
informatio
n 

 

 

 

15 If Yes, please describe: 

16 Has there been any review or assessment of CITES-related enforcement? 

 

Yes  

No 

Not 
applicabl
e 

No 
informatio
n 

 

 

 

 



 

 11 

 Comments:  
Major developments as regards trends in legal and illegal trade, significant 
seizures and confiscations, court cases and other enforcement related issues are 
discussed during meetings of the Belgian Enforcement Group.   
Two meetings of this group were held in 2011 and two in 2012. These meetings 
usually precede the meetings of the "Enforcement Group" at EU level. The Belgian 
Enforcement Group is chaired by the Belgian CITES Management Authority and is 
officialised through Article 17 of Royal Decree of 09.04.2003.  This group is made 
of representatives of different Belgian enforcement authorities referred in Article 7 
of the Law of 28/07/1981.  Its main objectives are the following :   
 
- Exchange of information and establishment of effective communication networks  
at national and international level; 
- Evaluation of measures in place and development of strategies for controls; 

- Training of controlling authorities. 
 

The membership of this group was established in July 2008 by Ministerial Decree 
in July 2008 (see 2008/2009 biennial report). It has not yet been updated since. 
In the framework of the specific action plan of the customs (see biennial report 
2009-2010) : 
 
-  The information sheets "Alerts" from the CITES Secretariat are sent to contact 
people by the Customs that are responsible to disseminate them to appropriate 
persons within their administration; 
 
- An official CITES focal point within the Customs administration has been 
designated; 
 
- Consultations have begun in 2012 (and are still ongoing in 2013) to establish a 
Memorandum of Understanding for the exchange of information between 
Customs and the Belgian CITES Management Authority and for allowing mutual 
consultations with various databases held by these authorities for CITES 
 
- In March 2011, the Customs did participate to the WCO GAPIN project (Great 
Apes and Integrity) which aimed to fight against the illicit trafficking in wildlife.  
This project focussed on trans-national trafficking in great apes (chimpanzees, 
gorillas, and bonobos) and other wildlife items such as elephant ivory tusks, 
rhinoceros horns and their derivatives.  It aimed to enhance Customs integrity in 
the area of CITES enforcement. The WCO GAPIN project was launched in 
Mombasa in December 2010 and ended in March 2011 in South Africa where the 
debriefing of the project took place.  Representatives from 14 African countries 
and others as Belgium and China participated to the project.  Belgian Customs 
led a specific controlling action in the framework of this project at Brussels 
International Airport early 2011.  In this framework, two additional officers joined 
the work of the Group Anti-Drugs (GAD) team at Brussels International Airport.  
This team was also supported by the "Scan-team" with x-ray machines scanning 
all high-risk shipments and luggage from Africa on a daily basis. 
This action was successful as Belgian Customs did seize, at this occasion, large 
amounts of ivory, dried seahorses and bush meat in 11 different seizures.  
Details related to these seizures can be found in the Report on the GAPIN project 
published in June 2011. Also different customs officers from the relevant African 
countries regularly report on CITES seizures to the Belgian customs officer who 
provided the training mentioned above. 
- In May  2011,  Belgian Customs did participate  to a two days workshop on 
“Identification of CITES timber species” hosted by the German Federal Agency 
for Nature Conservation (BfN) which is the German CITES Scientific Authority. 

. 
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- - December 2011: Belgian Customs did participate to an ICCWC Workshop on 
Establishing a Network of Controlled Delivery Units for Forest and 
Wildlife Law Enforcement at the WCO Regional Training Centre in Shanghai 
Customs College in China. Its purpose was to train Prosecutors, Customs and 
Police officers from up to 20 candidate countries in controlled delivery techniques 
associated with forest and wildlife law enforcement 
 
- A Research study into internet trade concerning CITES-listed specimens 
in Belgium has been conducted in 2011 by a student in criminology under the 
tutorship of the Belgian CITES Management Authority in collaboration with the 
Federal Police (including the FCCU - Federal Computer Crime Unit of the Federal 
Judicial Police) and the Customs. Trade via the Internet is regulated in Belgium 
through the law of 11/03/03 on "certain legal aspects of information society" 
under the EU Directive 200/31/CE. This study was useful: there hasn’t been any 
research in this regard within Belgium however our country ranks 10 within the 
EU regarding access to internet.  Internet trade related to CITES specimens in 
Belgium may be important. This study aimed to gain insight into the CITES 
internet trade via Belgian auction sites. The target categories for the study were: 
narwhal tusks, birds of prey, tortoises, rhino horns and raw (unworked) elephant 
tusks.  
This study was more an explorative study as it indicated that the number of 
internet offers related to CITES specimens is significant and should therefore 
further be explored. Throughout the study, difficulties have emerged, as for 
example the legal aspect of the offers which is problematic to assess due to the 
lack of a legislative framework concerning this area. 
In the framework of the modification of our Royal Decree (see above), it has 
been discussed whether or not the obligation to insert reference to CITES 
documents numbers when trading CITES species on internet should be made 
obligatory. 
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17 Please provide details of any additional measures taken: 

 Rathkeale Rovers investigation  

Belgian Police are currently involved in the EUROPOL investigation “Rathkeale 
Rovers” aiming to uncover the illegal trade in rhino horns which is very active for 
the moment in the whole of the European Region. No more detailed information 
available on 2013. 

 EBOLA actions 

In February, March and June 2012, participation of one person (one person for 
each action and 4 actions in total) of the Belgian CITES Management Authority to 
the ‘Ebola action’.  This is a joint initiative conducted at Zaventem (Brussels 
National Airport) and Gosselies (Brussels South Airport) by the Belgian Customs 
in cooperation with the Belgian Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain 
and the Federal Agency for Medicines and Health Products.  The aim of this action 
is to check passenger’s luggage from third countries, especially Africa and Asia. 
The major seizures consisted of smoked fishes, bush meat, cosmetics, 
pharmaceutical products, fruits and a few leather items in CITES reptiles.   

 Birds of prey actions- continued:  

A multidisciplinary working group 'birds of prey’ (including an expert from the 
Royal Institute of Natural Sciences of Belgium), agents of the Regions, a 
representative of the Federal Police and a representative of the Belgian CITES 
Management Authority was created in 2008 for the organisation of targeted 
checks by the premises of breeders of “sensitive” species of birds of prey. A list of 
19 “sensitive” species was established on the basis of criteria such as the natural 
occurring in the wild in Belgium, the conservation status of the species in Europe 
and Belgium, the captive breeding status, its vulnerability, etc. The breeders were 
also selected according to their reputation in the community of birds of preys’ 
breeders (see biennial reports 2007-2008 and 2009-2010). The action was 
pursued in 2011 with the selection for control of 10 birds of prey breeders holding 
at least 5 sensitive species: Milvus migrans, Milvus milvus, Falco vespertinus, 
Accipiter gentilis and Falco biarmicus. Some DNA tests had to be done again due 
to a problem with the storage of the feathers.  In 2012, results of DNA tests 
revealed that the declared parents were indeed the real parents of the specimens. 
 
- June 2012: in the framework of a big reptile exhibition held in Hamm 
(Germany), the motorized Customs brigade made, on the request of the CITES 
Management Authority, random controls of vehicles coming from Germany. Three 
customs officers were present but the operation was not to be successful.  
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D.  Administrative measures 

D1 Management Authority (MA) 

1 Have there been any changes in the designation of or contact information 
for the MA(s) in your country which are not yet reflected in the CITES 
Directory? 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

2 If Yes, please use the opportunity to provide those changes here. 

3 If there is more than one MA in your country, has a lead MA been 
designated? 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

4 If Yes, please name that MA and indicate whether it is identified as the lead MA in the CITES Directory. 

5 How many staff work in each MA? 
- 1 veterinarian, head of unit, that retired in March 2012 
- 3 biologists (2 at 4/5 times) : one of them became head of unit in March 2012  
- 4 administrative assistants (one at 1/2 time, one at 4/5 time) 
- 1 jurist engaged in June 2011 
 

6 Can you estimate the percentage of time they spend on CITES related 
matters? 

100% 

If yes, please give estimation 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

7 What are the skills/expertise of staff within the MA(s)? Tick if applicable 

– Administration   

– Biology   

– Economics/trade   

– Law/policy   

– Other (specify)    

– No information   

8 Have the MA(s) undertaken or supported any research activities in relation to 
CITES species or technical issues (e.g. labelling, tagging, species 
identification) not covered in D2(8) and D2(9)? 

The Belgian CITES Management Authority mandated an expert 
of Gent University to elaborate a scientific study in order to 
measure the effects of the insertion of a small electronic 
transponder (approximately 30% smaller than the usual 
transponder) into young specimens of tortoises of the species 
Testudo hermanni. This study started in September 2011 and 
ended July 2012 
 
Context:  
Article 66 of Regulation No 865/06 EC provides that all living 
vertebrates (other than birds) that are listed in Appendix A of 
EU Regulation 338/97 must be marked with an unalterable 
microchip transponder conforming to ISO 11784 standards: 
1996 and 11785:1996 (E). If this identification method is not 
suitable because of physical or behavioural properties of the 
animal other appropriate means must be used.  
 
Young tortoises are usually sold when they reached between 4 
and 9 cm of size. It was recognized for animal welfare reasons 
that the tortoises of this size are too small to be indentified with 
an usual microchip. 
    

Yes 

No 

No information 
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As no unique method of marking is uniformly accepted by all 
Member States for young tortoises, control of their trade will 
remain a major challenge and may lead to a further decline of 
certain species in the wild. 
 
Objectives 
The objectives of this study was to investigate whether the 
implantation of microchip transponders in newborn tortoises 
(Testudo sp.) would have a negative impact on these tortoises 
at short (< 4 weeks ) or medium term (10 months, including a 
stress period).  
The results of this study drawn very clear conclusions : 
1) no negative impact was demonstrated on the health of 
juvenile T. hermanni up to 10 months after the subcutaneous 
positioning of a microchip transponder:  identical growth 
curves (both weight and length) for chipped and non-chipped 
specimens, absence of acute and medium-term clinical 
problems, identical ossification as evaluated with radiography, 
equivalent tolerance of the hibernation for chipped and non-
chipped specimens. 
2) the chip remained readable in all animals at least ten 
months after insertion  
3) no significant migration of the chip took place in any animal. 
This opens new perspectives for the identification of new born 
tortoises. 
The results of this study were announced in 2013 at an informal 
meeting with stakeholders (breeders, veterinarians, traders, 
etc.) and steps were initiated to register veterinarians that 
would chip the small specimens. 
 

9 If Yes, please give the species name and provide details of the kind of research involved. 

 

10 Please provide details of any additional measures taken 
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D2 Scientific Authority (SA) 

1 Have there been any changes in the designation of or contact information 
for the SA(s) in your country which are not yet reflected in the CITES 
Directory? 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

2 If Yes, please use the opportunity to provide those changes here. 

 

3 Has your country designated a Scientific Authority independent from the 
Management Authority? 

 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

4 What is the structure of the SA(s) in your country? Tick if applicable 

– Government institution   

– Academic or research institution   

– Permanent committee   

– Pool of individuals with certain expertise   

– Other (specify)   

5 How many staff work in each SA on CITES issues? 

The Belgian Scientific Authority consists of one coordinator and approximately 20  
experts from different universities, museums, institutes, botanical gardens and zoos 
around the country. These experts are included into five different sections: mammals 
(3 experts), birds (3), reptiles and other vertebrates (5), invertebrates (3) and 
plants (6). 
The members of this Belgian Scientific Committee work on CITES related matters on 
a voluntary basis but they are entitled to reimbursement for their travel expenses 
and for the drafting of their expertise reports.  This committee meets 3 to 5 times a 
year, usually before each meeting of the EU Scientific Review Group. 
 

6 Can you estimate the percentage of time they spend on CITES related 
matters? 

For the scientific coordinator: around 75% 
For members: between 1 and 8%, depending on the function 
and activity of the member to the authority 

 

If yes, please give estimation 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

7 What are the skills/expertise of staff within the SA(s)? Tick if applicable 

 – Botany   

 – Ecology   

 – Fisheries   

 – Forestry   

 – Welfare   

 – Zoology   

 – Other (specify): Populations dynamics, taxonomy    

 – No information   

8 Have any research activities been undertaken by the SA(s) in 
relation to CITES species? 

Yes 

No 

No information 
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9 If Yes, please give the species name and provide details of the kind of research involved. 

 Species name 
Populations Distribution 

Off 
take 

Legal trade 
Illegal trade 

Other 
(specify) 

 1       

 2       

 3       

 etc.       

  No information  

10 Have any project proposals for scientific research been submitted to 
the Secretariat under Resolution Conf. 12.2? 

Yes 

No 

No information 

 

 

 

11 Please provide details of any additional measures taken: 

In order to improve its functioning, a reorganization of this Scientific Committee was 
started in 2010, primarily to replace resigning or inactive members. Calls for new 
candidates were launched at several universities and scientific institutions. New 
members were recruited:  
- Reptiles, amphibians (preferably experts in exotic species) 
- Fish (marine species, especially sharks, eels and sturgeons) 
- Invertebrates (especially corals and mollusks) 
- Plants (especially cacti and orchids) 
Two new members (one for fish, one for orchids) have been selected in 2011.  
A Ministerial Decree published in January 2012 endorsed the updated membership. In 
2011 the scientific coordinator left her job and a new coordinator was designed. 

 

D3 Enforcement Authorities 

1 To date, has your country advised the Secretariat of any enforcement 
authorities that have been designated for the receipt of confidential 
enforcement information related to CITES? 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

2 If No, please designate them here (with address, phone, fax and email). 

 

3 Has your country established a specialized unit responsible for CITES-
related enforcement (e.g. within the wildlife department, Customs, the 
police, public prosecutor’s office) 

Several services are competent for CITES enforcement : 
(art 7 of Belgian CITES act  1981),  

- Federal police  environment unit and local police; 

- National research Inspection of the Customs; 
- Veterinary inspectorate Animal Welfare and CITES; 

  - Agents of Federal Security of the Food Chain. 

A Belgian working group with representatives of these 
authorities was created in 2008  (see point B9). 

Yes  

No  

Under consideration 

No information 

 

 

 

 

4 If Yes, please state which is the lead agency for enforcement: 

5 Please provide details of any additional measures taken: 
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D4 Communication, information management and exchange 

1 To what extent is CITES information in your country computerized? Tick if applicable 

 – Monitoring and reporting of data on legal trade   

 – Monitoring and reporting of data on illegal trade   

 – Permit issuance   

 – Not at all   

 – Other (specify)   

2 Do the following authorities have access to the Internet? Tick if applicable 
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Please provide details where appropriate 

 Management 
Authority 

      

 Scientific Authority       

 Enforcement 
Authority 

      

3 Do you have an electronic information system providing information on CITES 
species? 

Yes 

No 

No information 

 

 

 

4 If Yes, does it provide information on: Tick if applicable 

 – Legislation (national, regional or international)?    

 – Conservation status (national, regional, international)?   

 – Other (please specify)?   

5 Is it available through the Internet: 

Belgian CITES website : www.health.belgium.be 

- UNEP-WCMC:  information about legal status of the species, 
EU decisions,  export quotas and captive breeding database 
 - IUCN : conservation status 
- CITES trade database. 
- protected website of European Commission only accessible 
for authorities of EU Members States: Circabc 

Yes  

No  

Not applicable 

No information 

 

 

 

 

 www.unep-wcmc.org;  www.iucnredlist.org.initiatives 
 

6 Do the following authorities have access to the following publications? Tick if applicable 

 
Publication 

Management 
Authority 

Scientific 
Authority 

Enforcement Authority 

 2003 Checklist of CITES Species (book) no more 
up to date 

   

 2003 Checklist of CITES Species and Annotated 
Appendices (CD-ROM) no more up to date 

   

 Identification Manual    
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 CITES identification guide for the 
falcons (Canada)  
Other CITES identification 
guide(already transmitted) 

   

7 If not, what problems have been encountered to access to the mentioned information? 

 

8 Have enforcement authorities reported to the Management Authority on: Tick if applicable 

 – Mortality in transport?   

 – Seizures and confiscations?   

 – Discrepancy in number of items in permit and number of items actually traded?   

 Comments:   

9 Is there a government website with information on CITES and its 
requirements? 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

 If Yes, please give the URL:  

www.health.belgium.be/eportal/animalsandplants/endangered
species 

 

  

10 Have CITES authorities been involved in any of the following activities to 
bring about better accessibility to and understanding of the Convention’s 
requirements to the wider public? See Attachment 4 

Tick if applicable 

 – Press releases/conferences   

 – Newspaper articles, radio/television appearances   

 – Brochures, leaflets   

 -   Presentations   

 – Displays    

 – Information at border crossing points    

 – Telephone hotline    

 – Other (specify)   

 Please attach copies of any items as Annex.   

11 Please provide details of any additional measures taken: 

 

D5 Permitting and registration procedures 

1 Have any changes in permit format or the designation and signatures of officials 
empowered to sign CITES permits/certificates been reported previously to the 
Secretariat?  
 
If no, please provide details of any: 

Yes  
No 
Not applicable  
No information 

 
 
 
 

 Changes in permit format:   

 Changes in designation or signatures of relevant officials:   

2 To date, has your country developed written permit procedures for any of the 
following? 

Tick if applicable 

  Yes No No information 

 Permit issuance/acceptance    

 Registration of traders    

 Registration of producers    
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3 Please indicate how many CITES documents were issued or denied in the two year period?  
(Note that actual trade is normally reported in the Annual Report by Parties. This question refers to issued 
documents). 

 Year 1 Import or 
introduction from 

the sea 
Export Re-export Other 

Comments 

 How many documents were 
issued? Animals: 782  

Plants: 145 
Animals: 302 
Plants: 279 

Animals: 
249 
Plants: 4 

4033 EC 
certificates 

animals only 
for Annex A 
specimens  

 

 How many applications were 
denied because of severe 
ommissions or mis-
information? 

quantity not 
recorded  

quantity 
not 

recorded 

quantity not 
recorded 

 

 Year 2 
How many documents were 
issued? Animals: 904  

Plants:173 
Animals: 425  

Plants:344 

Animals: 
396  
Plants:3 

4480 
Animals  

EC 
certificates 

animals only 
for Annex A 
specimens 

 

  

 How many applications were 
denied because of severe 
ommissions or mis-
information? 

quantity not 
recorded  

quantity 
not 

recorded 

quantity not 
recorded 

 

4 Were any CITES documents that were issued later cancelled and replaced because of 
severe ommissions or mis-information? 

Yes  
No  
No 
informatio
n 

 
 
 

5 If Yes, please give the reasons for this.   

6 Please give the reasons for rejection of CITES documents from other countries. Tick if applicable 

 Reason Yes No No information 

 Technical violations    

 Suspected fraud    

 Insufficient basis for non-detrimental finding    

 Insufficient basis for certainty of legal acquisition    

 Other (specify)    

7 Are harvest and/or export quotas as a management tool in the procedure for issuance of 
permits?  

Yes  
No  
No 
informatio
n 

 
 
 

 Comments   

8 How many times has the Scientific Authority been requested to provide opinions? 

During the period 2011 – 2012, some 70 advices of the Scientific Authority were requested 
on specific species/countries: 
- 20 advices on mammals species .  
- 10 advices on  reptiles species 
- 5 advices on amphibians species  
- 2 advices on fish species 
-29 advices on  invertebrates species (mainly corals) 
-2 advices on  wood species 
See details in table in Attachment 5. 
 

9 Has the Management Authority charged fees for permit issuance, registration or 
related CITES activities? 

Tick if applicable
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 – Issuance of CITES documents:   

 – Licensing or registration of operations that produce CITES species:   

 – Harvesting of CITES-listed species :   

 – Use of CITES-listed species:   

 – Assignment of quotas for CITES-listed species:   

 – Importing of CITES-listed species:   

 – Other (specify):   

10 If Yes, please provide the amounts of such fees. 

Fees valid in 2011 and 2012:  
Document  Fees animals  Fees:  Plants 
Application of EC  
certificate 

12,50 EUROS by 
species, with a 
maximum amount of  
125 EURO by 
application  
 

12,50 EUROS by genus with a 
maximum amount of 125 
EURO by application  
 

Application of 
import ; re(export)  

25 EUROS by 
species, with a 
maximum amount of  
125 EURO by 
application.  

 

25 EUROS by genus  with a 
maximum amount of  125 
EURO by application  
 

For all CITES documents issued during 2011 and 2012 for  trade in plants and 
animals (CITES import permits, export permits, re-export certificates and intra-
Community certificates) the following amounts were collected 
 

 2011 2012 
Fauna 90.275,00 € 92.137,50 € 
Flora 23.325,00  € 42.125,00 € 
Total 113.600,00 € 134.262,50 € 

 
Future fees since July 2013:  
- For EC certificates : increase from 12.5 € to 20 € per certificate 
- For CITES import and (re)-export permits: increase from 25 € to 30.00 € per 
species with a maximum amount per permit increased from 125 € to 300.00 €; 
- For ownership, travelling exhibition and sample collection certificate : 40.00 € 
per certificate; 
-  Fees for replacement of cites documents (ex: which have been lost  by the 
applicant) .  
 

 

11 Have revenues from fees been used for the implementation of CITES or 
wildlife conservation? 

Tick if applicable

 – Entirely:   

 – Partly:   

 – Not at all:   

 – Not relevant:   

 Comments: to cover the cost of DNA analysis , accommodations of seized 
specimens, CITES staff . 

  

12 Please provide details of any additional measures taken:   
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D6 Capacity building 

1 Have any of the following activities been undertaken to enhance effectiveness of 
CITES implementation at the national level? 

Tick if applicable 

 

 Increased budget for activities   Improvement of national 
networks 

  

 Hiring of more staff  Purchase of technical equipment for 
monitoring/enforcement 

 

 Development of implementation tools  Computerisation                                                          

 Other (specify) 

-  Hiring of a jurist in June 2011 to coordinate the enforcements activities; 
-  Funding of the EU-TWIX database; 
-  Conception of a new computerized CITES database started in 2010 and work is 
still ongoing in 2013. 

 

2 Have the CITES authorities in your country been the recipient of any of the following capacity building activities 
provided by external sources?  

  

Please tick boxes to indicate which target 
group and which activity. 
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What were the external sources? 

 Staff of Management Authority     EC: (Management Committee 
meetings; correspondences..) 
, Secretariat (Standing 
Commitee, correspondence..); 
TRAFFIC Europe ;UNEP-
WCMC ; 
Other EU MA members states 

Scientific advisor and CITES 
experts . 

 Staff of Scientific Authority 

All members have received a  
“Welcome pack” with all 
necessary information to fulfill 
their mission. 

   EC (Scientific review Group-  
correspondences..) , Animal 
and plants Commitee, 
TRAFFIC Europe ;UNEP-
WCMC ; 
Other EU SA members states 
and SA Third parties 

 

 Staff of enforcement authorities    EC, MA, EU TWIX, Europol, 
Interpol, WCO, other eU 
enforcement authority  

 Traders    See Attachement 4 
 NGOs     
 Public    See Attachment 4 



 

 23 

With public: 

Consultation of parrots breeders/keepers about ‘problems encountered with the 
identification of parrots’.  A questionnaire was launched in the framework of the elaboration 
of the new ministerial decree about identification of birds. The results of this ‘questionnaire’ 
will be taken into account in the elaboration of our foreseen Ministerial Decree. 

 Other (specify) 
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3 Have the CITES authorities in your country been the providers of any of the following capacity building 
activities?  

  

Please tick boxes to indicate which target 
group and which activity. 

 

 

Target group O
ra

l o
r 

w
ri

tt
en

 
ad

vi
ce

/g
ui

da
nc

e 

T
ec

hn
ic

al
 

as
si

st
an

ce
 

F
in

an
ci

al
 a

ss
is

ta
nc

e 

T
ra

in
in

g 

O
th

er
 (

sp
ec

if
y)

 

 

 

 

Details 

 Staff of Management Authority    See attachement 4 
 Staff of Scientific Authority     
 Staff of enforcement authorities    See attachement 4 
 Traders     
 NGOs    See attachement 4 
 Public     
 Other parties/International meetings     
 Other (specify)    See attachement 4 
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4 Please provide details of any additional measures taken 

- For Staff of Scientific Authority  (SA): 
- Transmission by the scientific advisor of useful information to facilitate the delivering of a NDF 
via a specific form pre-filled 'template application review' (see Appendix 5b),; 
- Transmission of information to improve knowledge of CITES : through  CIRCABC (EC secure 
website), Reference Guide,  guidelines  for the establishment  of a scientific advice, guidance book 
(which contains among others the CITES  legislation texts, contact lists, species lists..); 
- Organizing of meetings with all members approx. 4 times / year. 

- For Staff of Enforcement Authorities  
- Transmission of any useful and practical information to facilitate control and improve knowledge 
of CITES via CIRCABC (EC secure website) and EU-TWIX; documents as  guidance book, 
alphabetical lists, etc.; 
- Transmission of any useful information to the PIF (Border Inspection Post) coordinator which will 
then dispatch this information to the concerned authorities; 
- Meetings approx. 4 times/year of Belgian Enforcement Group with all representatives of 
enforcement authorities see (B9); 
- Organization of training by the Belgian Management Authority (see Attachment 4) 

- For Traders and Public :  
- Transmission of targeted and general guidance notes, dissemination of information, leaflets; 
- Responses to 'FAQ's on a daily basis;  
- Information and assistance via e mail and phone to the stakeholders provided on a daily basis. 

Participation to Meetings and workshops 
Belgium participated to all CITES meetings whether at international or EU level during the period 2011-
2012:  
- Standing Committee: 61th meeting (Geneva, 15-19 August 2011)and 62th meeting (Geneva, 23-27 
July 2012) 
- European Regional CITES Plants Meeting (Tbilisi, Georgia, 19-21 September 2011) 
- 26th meeting of the Animals Committee (Geneva, 15-20 March 2012 and Dublin, 22-24 March 2012) 
- 20th meeting of the Plants Committee (Dublin, 22-30 March 2012) 
- Enforcement Groups:  23rd (Brussels, 10-11 November 2011) and 24th(Brussels, 18-19 April 2012) 
- CITES Management Committee Meetings: 54th (Brussels, 22 March 2011), 55th (Brussels, 26 July  
2011), 56th (Brussels, 10 October 2011); 57th (Brussels, 15 December 2011), 58th (Brussels, 13 
February 2012),  59th (Brussels, 7 July 2012), 60th CITES (Brussels, 24 September 2012), 61th 
(Brussels, 10 December 2012) 
- Scientific Review Group Meetings: 56th (11 march 2011), 57th(07 October 2011), 58th  (2 December 
2011) 59th  (23 February 2012), 60th (7 June 2012), 61th (11 September 2012) 62th (7 December 
2012) 
- Joint meeting SRG-IAS (Invasive Alien species)  in 2012 
- Expert-meetings for COP 16 preparation. 
- Participation of the Scientific Coordinator and head of Belgian Management Authority to a  symposium 
on ‘The relevance of community –based natural resources management (CBNRM) to the conversation 
and sustainable use of CITES-listed species  in exporting countries’ (17-20 May 2011, Austria),    
- During 2011 and 1012, the Belgian Management Authority coordinated 4 meetings of the Belgian 
CITES Enforcement Group. 
- During the same timeframe, the Belgian Scientific Authority met on 8 occasions (04.03.2011, 
15.06.2011, 03.10.2011, 28.11.2011, 16.02.2012, 04.06.2012, 03.09.2012 and 03.12.2012).   
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D7 Collaboration/co-operative initiatives 

1 Is there an inter-agency or inter-sectoral committee on CITES? Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

2 If Yes, which agencies are represented and how often does it meet?   

3 If No, please indicated the frequency of meetings or consultancies used by the MA to ensure co-ordination among 
CITES authorities (e.g. other MAs, SA(s), Customs, police, others): 

  Daily Weekly Monthly Annually None No 
information 

Other (specify) 

 

 Meetings       -With  SA: 3-4 meetings 
annually each before EC 
Scientific working group  
meetings  

- With Enforcement 
authorities: 2-3 meetings 
annually before or  after 
EC Enforcement group 
meetings  

  

 Consultations       When necessary 

4 At the national level have there been any efforts to 
collaborate with: 

Tick if applicable Details if available 

 Agencies for development and trade   

 Provincial, state or territorial authorities  The regional authorities are 
responsible for nature 
conservation (EC Habitats 
and Birds Directives), 
representatives of these 
authorities are consulate 
when necessary. These 
authorities participate   to 
the meetings Belgium 
enforcement working group 
(see D9). 

 Local authorities or communities   

 Indigenous peoples    

 Trade or other private sector associations  Collaboration with privates, 
trade  associations ex: 
Andibel and Anizoo (live), 
Federation of Wood, Fur 
Federation, falconers Clubs, 
bird/  tortoises  breeders 
associations 
 

 NGOs  Traffic, WWF, IUCN, FACE 
(Hunters) 

 Other (specify)  The Belgian federal agency 
for the safety of the food 
chain (FASFC) which is also 
competent for CITES 
controls. Animal welfare 
service. 
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5 To date, have any Memoranda of Understanding or other 
formal arrangements for institutional cooperation related 
to CITES been agreed between the MA and the following 
agencies? 

Tick if applicable 

 SA   

 Customs   

 Police   

 Other border authorities (specify) 

Inspection services of FASFC (sanitary 
authority) at the customs inspection  post . 

  

 Other government agencies   

 Private sector bodies   

 NGOs   

 Other (specify)   

6 Has your country participated in any regional activities 
related to CITES? See point D6-4 and 
attachment 4 

Tick if applicable 

 Workshops   

 Meetings   

 Other (specify)   

7 Has your country encouraged any non-Party to accede to 
the Convention? 

 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

8 If Yes, which one(s) and in what way? 

9 Has your country provided technical or financial assistance to another 
country in relation to CITES? 

 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

10 If Yes, which country(ies) and what kind of assistance was provided? 

11 Has your country provided any data for inclusion in the CITES Identification 
Manual?  

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

12 If Yes, please give a brief description. 

13 Has your country taken measures to achieve co-ordination and reduce 
duplication of activities between the national authorities for CITES and other 
multilateral environmental agreements (e.g. the biodiversity-related 
Conventions)? 
 

Yes  

No  

No information 
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14 If Yes, please give a brief description. 

- Participations in different meetings of the Belgian “Nature Steering Committee” and 
“Biodiversity Steering Committee” both depending from the Belgian “Coordinating 
Committee for International Environmental Policy”(CCIEP). This group coordinates, 
among others, the position of the federal state and federated entities on the 
international scene. Meetings have been held in the context of the COP 16 preparation  
- Collaboration with the 'Marine Environment' unit from DG Environment for the inclusion 
in Appendix III of the European population of Lamna nasus and for the preparation of 
COP 16. 
- - In the framework of the current discussions at EU level on the preparation of a legal 
instrument on invasive alien species (IAS), different experts meetings have been held in 
2012 and 2013. Among the topic discussed one is related to the link with CITES 
Regulation which currently imposes a ban to 7 IAS species. Preparation of this topic was 
organized at Belgian level between CITES and IAS national experts (contact group on 
IAS depending from joint Nature and Biodiversity Steering Committees under CCIEP)  in 
order to discuss for a common understanding of the problem. In February 2013, a joint 
meeting has been organized by the European Commission with SRG and IAS experts on 
the same topic. Exchanges of points of view are still going on the subject.      
- Participation of a member of the Scientific Authority to the working group 'Eels' chaired 
by the EC. This group includes some representatives of Member States responsible for 
CITES and Fisheries. The key exchanges between the participants were done by email. 

15 Please provide details of any additional measures taken: 

 

D8 Areas for future work 

 
1 Are any of the following activities needed to enhance effectiveness of CITES implementation at the national level 

and what is the respective level of priority? 

 Activity High Medium Low 

 Increased budget for activities    

 Hiring of more staff    

 Development of implementation tools    

 Improvement of national networks    

 Purchase of new technical equipment for monitoring and enforcement    

 Computerisation    

 Other (specify)    

2 Has your country encountered any difficulties in implementing specific 
Resolutions or Decisions adopted by the Conference of the Parties? 

Yes 

No 

No information 

 

 

 

3 If Yes, which one(s) and what is the main difficulty? 

4 Have any constraints to implementation of the Convention arisen in your country 
requiring attention or assistance? 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

5 If Yes, please describe the constraint and the type of attention or assistance that is required. 

6 Has your country identified any measures, procedures or mechanisms within the 
Convention that would benefit from review and/or simplification? 

 

Yes  

No  

No information 

 

 

 

7 If Yes, please give a brief description. 

8 Please provide details of any additional measures taken: 
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E.  General feedback 

Please provide any additional comments you would like to make, including comments on this format. 

Thank you for completing the form. Please remember to include relevant attachments, referred to in the report. For 
convenience these are listed again below: 

Question Item   

B4 Copy of full text of CITES-relevant legislation Enclosed  

Not available  

Not relevant 

 

 

 

C3 Details of violations and administrative measures imposed Enclosed  

Not available  

Not relevant 

 

 

 

C5 Details of specimens seized, confiscated or forfeited Enclosed  

Not available  

Not relevant 

 

 

 

C7 Details of violations and results of prosecutions Enclosed  

Not available  

Not relevant 

 

 

 

C9 Details of violations and results of court actions Enclosed  

Not available  

Not relevant 

 

 

 

D4 (10) Details of nationally produced brochures or leaflets on CITES produced for 
educational or public awareness purposes, 

 

Comments 

Enclosed  

Not available  

Not relevant 
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FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST VOLKSGEZONDHEID,
VEILIGHEID VAN DE VOEDSELKETEN

EN LEEFMILIEU

[C − 2011/24097]N. 2011 — 1203

8 APRIL 2011. — Koninklijk besluit tot wijziging van het koninklijk
besluit van 9 april 2003 inzake de bescherming van in het wild
levende dier- en plantensoorten door controle op het desbetref-
fende handelsverkeer

ALBERT II, Koning der Belgen,
Aan allen die nu zijn en hierna wezen zullen, Onze Groet.

Gelet op artikel 108 van de Grondwet;

Gelet op de wet van 12 juli 1973 op het natuurbehoud, de artikelen 5,
44 en 47;

Gelet op de wet van 28 juli 1981 houdende goedkeuring van de
Overeenkomst inzake de internationale handel in bedreigde in het wild
levende dier- en plantensoorten en van de bijlagen, opgemaakt te
Washington, op 3 maart 1973, alsmede van de wijziging van de
Overeenkomst, aangenomen te Bonn, op 22 juni 1979, artikel 2, artikel 5,
gewijzigd bij de programmawet van 27 december 2004 en van
8 juni 2008, artikel 5bis, ingevoegd bij de programmawet van 22 decem-
ber 2003, artikel 7, eerste lid, gewijzigd door de programmawet van
22 december 2003 en van 9 juli 2004, artikel 7, derde lid, ingevoegd door
de programmawet van 9 juli 2004;

Gelet op het koninklijk besluit van 9 april 2003 inzake de bescher-
ming van in het wild levende dier- en plantensoorten door controle op
het desbetreffende handelsverkeer;

Gelet op het advies van de Inspecteur van Financiën, gegeven op
6 januari 2011;

Gelet op advies nr. 49.216/3 van de Raad van State, gegeven op
15 februari 2011, met toepassing van artikel 84, § 1, eerste lid, 1°, van de
wetten op de Raad van State gecoördineerd op 12 januari 1973;

Op de voordracht van de Minister van Volksgezondheid,

Hebben Wij besloten en besluiten Wij :

Artikel 1. In artikel 1 van het koninklijk besluit van 9 april 2003
inzake de bescherming van in het wild levende dier- en plantensoorten
door controle op het desbetreffende handelsverkeer wordt de bepaling
onder 3° vervangen als volgt :

« 3° Commissieverordening : de Verordening (EG) nr. 865/2006 van
de Commissie van 4 mei 2006 houdende uitvoeringsbepalingen van
Verordening (EG) nr. 338/97 van de Raad inzake de bescherming van in
het wild levende dier- en plantensoorten door controle op het
desbetreffende handels- verkeer; ».

Art. 2. Artikel 20 van hetzelfde besluit wordt vervangen als volgt :

« Art. 20. Overtredingen van de bepalingen van dit besluit en van de
Raads- en de Commissieverordeningen worden opgespoord en vastge-
steld overeenkomstig artikel 47 van de wet van 12 juli 1973 op het
natuurbehoud en van artikel 7, eerste lid, van de wet en worden
gestraft overeenkomstig artikel 44 van de wet van 12 juli 1973 op het
natuurbehoud en artikelen 5, 5bis en 7, derde lid, van de wet. »

Art. 3. Dit besluit treedt in werking de dag waarop het in het
Belgisch Staatsblad wordt bekend gemaakt.

Art. 4. De Minister bevoegd voor Volksgezondheid is belast met de
uitvoering van dit besluit.

Gegeven te Brussel, 8 april 2011.

ALBERT

Van Koningswege :

De Minister van Volksgezondheid,
Mevr. L. ONKELINX

SERVICE PUBLIC FEDERAL SANTE PUBLIQUE,
SECURITE DE LA CHAINE ALIMENTAIRE

ET ENVIRONNEMENT

[C − 2011/24097]F. 2011 — 1203

8 AVRIL 2011. — Arrêté royal modifiant l’arrêté royal du 9 avril 2003
relatif à la protection des espèces de faune et de flore sauvages par
le contrôle de leur commerce

ALBERT II, Roi des Belges,
A tous, présents et à venir, Salut.

Vu l’article 108 de la Constitution;

Vu la loi du 12 juillet 1973 sur la conservation de la nature, les
articles 5, 44 et 47;

Vu la loi du 28 juillet 1981 portant approbation de la Convention sur
le commerce international des espèces de faune et de flore sauvages
menacées d’extinction, et des annexes faites à Washington le 3 mars 1973
ainsi que de l’Amendement à la Convention adopté à Bonn le
22 juin 1979, l’article 2, l’article 5, modifié par la loi-programme du
27 décembre 2004 et du 8 juin 2008, l’article 5bis, inséré par la loi
programme du 22 décembre 2003, l’article 7, alinéa 1er, modifié par la
loi-programme du 22 décembre 2003 et du 9 juillet 2004, l’article 7,
alinéa 3, inséré par la loi programme du 9 juillet 2004;

Vu l’arrêté royal du 9 avril 2003 relatif à la protection des espèces de
faune et de flore sauvages par le contrôle de leur commerce;

Vu l’avis de l’Inspecteur des Finances, donné le 6 janvier 2011;

Vu l’avis n° 49.216/3 du Conseil d’Etat, donné le 15 février 2011, en
application de l’article 84, § 1er, alinéa 1er, 1°, des lois sur le Conseil
d’Etat, coordonnées le 12 janvier 1973;

Sur la proposition de la Ministre de la Santé publique,

Nous avons arrêté et arrêtons :

Article 1er. Dans l’article 1er de l’arrêté royal du 9 avril 2003 relatif à
la protection des espèces de faune et de flore sauvages par le contrôle
de leur commerce, le 3° est remplacé par ce qui suit :

« 3° Règlement de la Commission : le Règlement (CE) n° 865/2006 de
la Commission du 4 mai 2006 portant modalités d’application du
Règlement (CE) n° 338/97 du Conseil relatif à la protection des espèces
de faune et de flore sauvages par le contrôle de leur commerce; ».

Art. 2. L’article 20 du même arrêté, est remplacé par ce qui suit :

« Art. 20. Les infractions aux dispositions du présent arrêté, des
Règlements du Conseil et de la Commission sont recherchées et
constatées conformément à l’article 47 de la loi du 12 juillet 1973 sur la
conservation de la nature et à l’article 7, alinéa 1er, de la loi et sont
punies conformément à l’article 44 de la loi du 12 juillet 1973 sur la
conservation de la nature et aux articles 5, 5bis et 7, alinéa 3, de la loi. »

Art. 3. Le présent arrêté entre en vigueur le jour de sa publication au
Moniteur belge.

Art. 4. Le Ministre qui a la Santé publique dans ses attributions est
chargé de l’exécution du présent arrêté.

Donné à Bruxelles, le 8 avril 2011.

ALBERT

Par le Roi :

La Ministre de la Santé publique,
Mme L. ONKELINX
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26 NOVEMBRE 2011 
Arrêté royal déterminant la contribution financière de l'autorité fédérale belge pour l'année 2011 au WWF-Belgium pour la 
maintenance et le développement du projet EU-TWIX 

 

ALBERT II, Roi des Belges, 
A tous, présents et à venir, Salut. 
Vu la loi du 16 mars 1954 relative au contrôle de certains organismes d'intérêt public; 
Vu la loi du 22 mai 2003 concernant l'organisation du budget et de la comptabilité de l'Etat fédéral; 
Vu la loi-programme du 23 décembre 2009, le titre 4, chapitre 5, l'article 58; 
Vu la loi du 19 mai 2010 portant des dispositions diverses en matière de santé, le chapitre 6, l'article 25, § 2; 
Vu l'arrêté royal du 16 novembre 1994 relatif au contrôle administratif et budgétaire, les articles 14 et 22; 
Considérant que dans le cadre de la lutte contre le commerce illégal des espèces de faune et de flore menacées, il est essentiel d'avoir un outil 
internet performant permettant l'échange d'informations entre les autorités chargées des contrôles; 
Considérant qu'il est important que la Belgique, comme dans le passé, contribue également financièrement à la maintenance et au 
développement du projet créé à cet effet, à savoir le projet EU-TWIX; 
Vu l'avis de l'Inspecteur des Finances, donné le 23 août 2011; 
Sur la proposition de la Ministre de la Santé publique, 
Nous avons arrêté et arrêtons : 
Article 1er. Un montant de quinze mille euros (15.000 EUR) à imputer à charge du crédit inscrit à l'article 540-100 du budget de l'Agence fédérale 
pour la Sécurité de la Chaîne alimentaire - Fonds des matières premières pour l'année budgétaire 2011 est alloué au WWF-Belgium à titre de 
contribution de l'autorité fédérale belge pour l'année 2011 aux fins d'assurer la maintenance et le développement du projet EU-TWIX. 
Ce montant sera versé au compte suivant : 
Account n° 191-1522222-64 
IBAN : BE 29 1911 5222 2264 
BIC : CREGBEBB 
Bank address : 
KBC 
Avenue Louise 525 
1050 Bruxelles. 
Art. 2. Le montant visé à l'article 1ersera liquidé en deux fois, 80 % du montant soit douze mille euros (12.000 EUR) sera versé dès signature du 
présent arrêté royal et réception de la demande de paiement. Le solde, soit trois mille euros (3.000 EUR) sera versé sur base d'un état financier 
justifiant l'emploi de la contribution et réception de la demande de paiement. 
Art. 3. Le Ministre qui a la Santé publique dans ses attributions est chargé de l'exécution du présent arrêté. 
Donné à Ciergnon, le 26 novembre 2011. 
ALBERT 
Par le Roi : 
La Ministre de la Santé publique, 
Mme L. ONKELINX 
 

 

 



 

 























18 MAI 2011. - Arrêté royal déterminant la contribution financière de l'autorité fédérale 
belge pour l'année 2011 à la CITES (Convention sur le commerce international des espèces de 
faune et de flore sauvages menacées d'extinction) 
 
Source : SANTE PUBLIQUE, SECURITE DE LA CHAINE ALIMENTAIRE ET 
ENVIRONNEMENT  
Publication : 22-06-2011 numéro :   2011024151 page : 36732   IMAGE 
Dossier numéro : 2011-05-18/14 
Entrée en vigueur : 02-07-2011    ***    01-01-2011  
Fin de validité : 31-12-2011  
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Article 1er. Un montant de cinquante-sept mille trente-trois dollars et cinquante cents des 
Etats-Unis d'Amérique (° 57.033,50) à imputer à charge du crédit inscrit à la division 
organique 54 du budget du Service public fédéral Santé publique, Sécurité de la Chaîne 
alimentaire et Environnement pour l'année budgétaire 2011 est alloué à l'UNEP/CITES 
Secrétariat à titre de contribution de l'autorité fédérale belge pour l'année 2011. 
  Ce montant sera versé au compte suivant : 
  Account name : UNEP/CITES Secretariat 
  Bank : UBS SA 
  Bank address : rue des Noirettes 35 
  CH-1211 Genève 2 
  a/c no. 240-730.490.60F (USD a/c) 
  IBAN : CH21 0024 0240 7304 9060 F 
  Clearing code : 240 
  SWIFT no : UBSWCHZH80A 
 
  Art. 2. Le Ministre qui a la Santé publique dans ses attributions est chargé de l'exécution du 
présent arrêté. 
   
  Donné à Bruxelles, le 18 mai 2011. 
  ALBERT 
  Par le Roi : 
  La Ministre de la Santé publique, 
  Mme L. ONKELINX 
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   ALBERT II, Roi des Belges, 
   A tous, présents et à venir, Salut. 
   Vu la loi du 22 mai 2003 concernant l'organisation du budget et la comptabilité de l'Etat 
fédéral; 



   Vu la loi du 11 avril 2011 ouvrant les crédits provisoires pour avril, mai et juin 2011; 
   Vu l'arrêté royal du 16 novembre 1994 concernant le contrôle administratif et budgétaire, 
les articles 14 et 22; 
   Vu l'avis de l'Inspecteur des Finances, donné le 14 avril 2011; 
   Considérant qu'à sa 14e session (La Haye, juin 2007), la Conférence des Parties à la 
Convention, a adopté le budget du Secrétariat et des sessions de la Conférence des Parties 
pour l'exercice triennal 2009-2011. Elle a aussi adopté la résolution Conf. 14.1, qui indique les 
contributions à verser par les Parties et les dispositions relatives à la gestion du fonds 
d'affectation spéciale de la CITES; 
   Considérant que l'article 5 des dispositions relatives à la gestion du fonds d'affectation 
spéciale de la CITES prévoit la soumission d'un budget établi en dollars des Etats-Unis 
d'Amérique et que, conformément à l'article 10, les paiements peuvent être effectués en toute 
monnaie convertible mais le montant payé devra être au moins égal au montant payable en 
dollars des Etats-Unis d'Amérique le jour où la contribution est versée; 
   Considérant que la Belgique est Partie de la CITES depuis le 1er janvier 1984 et que le 
service " Bien-être animal et CITES " du Service public fédéral Santé publique, Sécurité de la 
Chaîne alimentaire et Environnement est désigné comme organe de gestion; 
   Sur la proposition de la Ministre de la Santé publique, 
   Nous avons arrêté et arrêtons : 

 



ATTACHEMENT  n°2  -  C3  
 
The controls in the Walloon, Flemish and Brussels regions made by veterinary inspectors Inspection Service attached to the 
Service Animal Welfare and CITES occurred generally  in the context of monitoring and approval applications agreements for 
animal welfare. Targeted CITES controls are asked by the CITES management authority. 
 
The controls were conducted in shops (birds / reptiles / fishes / Invertebrates/ antics dealers) or by breeders. CITES controls are 
often concomitant with animal welfare controls.  
 
The majority of species confiscated were raptors, reptiles ( T hermanni, T graeca,  boa dumerili ), parrots.  
 
For 2011:  

o Walloon and Brussels regions: 11 CITES targeted controls on a total of 743 * controls conducted.  
o Flemish region: 34 CITES targeted controls occurred on a total of 1051* controls conducted. 
 
NB. The data for concomitants controls animal welfare + CITES were not registered for Walloon and Brussels 
regions in 2011. 50 concomitants controls animal welfare + CITES were registered for Flemish region. 
 

For 2012 
o Walloon and Brussels regions: 28 CITES targeted controls on a total of 886 * controls conducted.  
o Flemish region: 25 CITES targeted controls occurred on a total of 1013 *controls conducted. 
 
NB. The data for concomitants controls made on animal welfare + CITES were not comptabilised for these two 
regions in 2012. 53 concomitants controls animal welfare + CITES were registered for Flemish region. 
 

Some of these records have resulted in administrative fines (Article 5. Bis of the Royal Decree of 9 April 2003) (see below) set 
out by our legal department (within the Federal Public Service of the Food Chain Safety and Environment) Once these 
administrative fines paid by the offender, the prosecution is finished. If the fines are not paid, the file is forwarded to the 
prosecutor. 
The amount of these administrative fines is assessed through the use of a decision tree which taking into account the seriousness 
of the offenses, the value of specimens involved, the notion of recurrence.  
 
Other records (called criminal) were transferred directly to the different prosecutor room depending on the region in which the 
files were initiated. 
 
* = all type of controls : Animal welfare + Animal welfare and  CITES + CITES controls only. . 
 
 
 
 
 



Table of administrative fines set out for 2011 and 2012 (up to date on 23/05/2013) for the Walloon and Brussels regions (FR) and for 
Flemish region (NL). 
 

Administratives fines 2012 

 Total On going  Paid  
Public prosecutor 

room 

No further action   
from Public prosecutor 
room nor   juridical unit 

Total amount  of the  
proposed fines  

Total amount  of 
the  paid fines 

CITES FR 
CITES NL 

11 
16 

3 
0 

7 
11 

1 
5 

 4.350,00 € 
3. 831€ 

3.500,00 € 
1.356 € 

 
8181 € 4856 € 

Administratives fines 2011 

Dossiers Total 
On 

going 
Paid 

Public prosecutor 
room 

No further action   
from Public prosecutor 
room nor   juridical unit 

Total amount  of the  
proposed fines 

Total amount  of 
the  paid fines 

CITES FR  
CITES NL 

6 
7 
 

0 
O 

3 
- 

3  
4 
 

2 
3  

875,00  € 
- 

675,00 € 
- 

875,00  € 
 

675,00 € 
 

 
The most CITES legislation offences concern: 
 

- not keeping of CITES registers (in and out) : infringement of article 12 (Royal Decree of 09/04/2003); 
- absence of EC certificate for Appendix A species: infringement of Article 8.1 and 8.3 of EC Regulation 338/97 or 

evidence that Appendix B specimens were acquired in accordance with the law (Article 8: 5); 
- Utilization of non valid EC certificate (art 11.3 of EC Regulation 338/97): certificate which mention a restriction 

of transaction (box 20 ticked) still  used for further transactions. 
- non-compliance with the marking  requirement (art 66 of Regulation No. 865/2006) for species included in 

Appendix A. 
- the non-return to the CITES  Management documents which ceased to be valid (Regulation No. 865/2006 

(Article 10 § 6 and 11); 
 

---------------------------------- 



  

Appendice n°3       b.   Types of violations (Questions C3 + C5) 
 

OVERVIEW OF SEIZURES IN FONCTION OF TYPE OF 
SPECIMENS (A) AND TYPE OF TRANSACTION (B) 

 
First, you should know that many services are competent to perform the 
CITES controls (Article 7 of the 1981 Act).  
 
Data on CITES seizures in Belgium on CITES produced during 2011 and 2012 
presented in the summary table in Appendix unfortunately are not complete 
because our service  does not systematically receive copies of all the minutes 
relating to CITES specimens seizures  made by the Belgian controls 
authorities.  
 
More than 95% of CITES seizures were made by GAD (= Anti-Drug Group) of 
the Customs Service of Brussels National Airport ( Zaventem).  
 
Seizures other points of entry into Belgium Community  Charleroi south 
(Gosselies)  airport ,  Liege airport  (Bierset), or from the port of Antwerp are  
more "anecdotal".  
 
Some seizures were also made by the federal and local police, agents of the 
FASFC (Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain), agents Walloon and 
Flemish regions, these data are not exhaustive because not all data were 
received. 
 
The table 1 hereafter gives a general overview of the quantity of seizures by 
category and also by type of transaction  for the two years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
Table 1. 

A B 
   

Classe 
 

 
Description 

Quantities of 
seizures  

(Quantities of  
specimens of pieces) 

 
Classes 

 

Transaction 
         (1) 

Quantities of 
seizures 

2011 2012 2011 2012

Mammalia 

Live animals 
 
 

Elephant 
products  
 
 
Other products:  
 

1 
 

 
56  (1469 
pieces) 

 
 

8  (13 sp + 
360 tablets) 

      

--
 
 

63 (933 
pieces 

 
 

21 (22 sp 
+ 244 
scubs) 

 
 
 
 

Mammalia 

DE
 
TR 
 
IM 
 
EX 
 
CO 

-- 
 

51 
 

10 
 
2 
 

-- 

--
 
5 
 
3 
 

-- 
 
1 

Aves 

Live animals 
 
products 

-- 
 

-- 

2 (29 sp)
 

1 (2sp)- 
 

Aves 

CO
 
IM 
 
DE 

-- 
 

-- 
 

-- 

1
 
2 
 

-- 

Reptilia 

Live animals 
 
 
products 

3 (142 sp)  
 

 
28  (84 sp)  

12 (343 
sp.) 

 
42 (195sp)

 
 
 
 

Reptilia 

DE 
 
TR 
 
IM 
 
EX 
 
CO 

140 
 

21 
 
1 
 

-- 
 

-- 

 
 

47 
 
1 
 
1 
 
5 

Amphibia 
 
Live animals 
 

 
-- 

 
-- 

 
Amphibia 

CO 
 
IM 

 
-- 

-- 
 

-- 

 
Pisces 

 

Products 
- dry hippocamps 
- caviar  

14  
(801sp) 

(2952  gr)  

22 
(3915 sp) 

? gr 

 
Pisces 

IM 
 
TR 
 
CO 

7 
 
7 
 
 

 
22 
 

Mollusca 
Live animals 
 
products 

-- 
 

-- 

-- 
 

1 (1sp) 

 
 

Mollusca 

TR 
 
IM 

-- 
 

-- 

-- 
 

-- 

 
Cindaria 

 

Live animals 
products 

-- 
 

-- 

-- 
 

1 (3.sp.) Cindaria 

IM 
 
TR 

-- 
 

-- 

1 
 

-- 

 
Flora 

 

Live plants  
 
Products  

5 (46 sp)  
 

42  (3520 sp  
pills, 

capsules, 
tablets ..)  

12 (239sp.) 
 

11 (1518 
capsules, 
tablets) 

 
Flora 

IM 
 
EX 
 
TR 
 
DE 

47 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
1 
 
1 

TOTAL  153 144     

(1): Codes used :    DE : detention TR : transit  IM : import EX : export CO : commercial activities   Sp. = spécimen  



  

 
 
 
Overall trends  
 
When looking at the number of seizure records, main specimens seized in 
2011 includes products: in majority ivory, leather souvenirs (crocodile, 
snake, varanus, …) and dried seahorses which are still found weekly in 
luggage’s which are in transit from Africa to China.  
 
In 2012, more seizure of live specimens were registered than in 2011, 
probably because intensification of controls by other customs service in other 
airports (Bierset and Charleroi South ) thanks to the formation given by our 
service. 
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Live specimens 
 
Main animals species seized during importation/transit in EU included tortoises 
(Testudo hermanni and T graeca) and other reptiles (Chameleons) from Africa 
countries (Maroc, Ugunda, Burundi etc..). 
Main plants species seized included orchids from Thailand in a postal or courier 
package or personal luggage’s. 
 
 



  

 
 
Oher specimens : 
 
Ivory : 
 
In 2011, 56 of the totals seizures recorded involved ivory and elephants tusks: 
more than 120 kg. Ivory is not always weighted by the customs.  These seizures 
involved mostly carvings: 53 records comprising 1469 pieces of ivory (jewels, 
statues other objects..).  

 

Quantity of seizures involved CITES products in 2011

56

828

14

42

Eléphantidae spp (CAR,
JEW,IVP, TAI)

others mammals products

Reptiles (LPS, LPL ) 

Pisces (BOD, CAV)

Flore (MED..)

 
 
In 2012, a total of 63 of the totals seizures recorded involved ivory and 
elephants tusks: more than …These seizures involved mostly carvings:  55 
records comprising 1469 pieces of ivory. Regarding the location of the seizures 
of African Elephant most of them were made in the transit hall of the airports in 
personal luggage (39 seizures on 63), the rest in postal parcel.  
 

Quantity of seizures involved CITES products in 2012

63

211

42

22

1

1

11 Eléphantidae spp (CAR,
JEW,IVP, TAI)
others mammals products

Aves (BOD)

Reptiles (LPS, LPL ) 

Pisces (BOD, CAV)

Mollusca 

Scleractinia

 
 
The countries of export for ivory were : 
Congo, Ghana, Guinea Conakry , Liberia, Cameroon , Burundi , Togo, Niger , 
Sierra Leone, Senegal , Uganda but also Belgium (re export)  

 
The countries of destination for ivory :  
Most of the shipments were destined to China, Taiwan, also Lebanon; Vietnam, 
USA, Israel; Australia and to Switzerland   (seizures) but some were destined to 
other EU Member States: ex: Italy 

 



  

 
 
 
Method of Concealment: 
Ivory was sometimes hidden in wooden crafts, ceramic statues, clocks, in plastic 
pipes , in luxury perfumery boxes,  in toy boxes or suitcases with double bottom. 
Other method of concealment consisted to mask ivory painting: ex: metal 
painting and declared as machine parts or as rose wood. 
 
Medicinal products  
 
In 2011, 16 records on 153  total seizures recorded  (moreover 10 %) concern  
medicinal products made from: Hoodia spp , Aloe ferox,  Orchis mascula , 
Prunus Africana, Saussurea costus , Hippocamus spp (Bodies and powder), Saiga 
tatarica, Moschus spp.  
 
In 2012; 11 records on 144 total seizures recorded  (moreover 10 %) concern  
medicinal products made from Hoodia spp , Saussurea costus , Hippocamus spp 
(Bodies and powder), Saiga tatarica, Moschus spp, Panthera tigris, Moschus spp  
 
Dead specimens of Hippocamus spp come from Guinea, Liberia, Senegal and 
Mali are all destined for China. 



  

 
  
 

c. Exemples of significant CITES seizures (Questions C11) 
For 2011 and 2012: 

 
All the significant seizures compiled by 6 months are exchanged with other 
European Union (EU) members states during the meetings of EU Enforcement 
Working Group. 
 
1/ LIVE ANIMALS: 
 

15/06/2011: 140 Testudo graeca graeca were 
seized from a resident of Liege, in the middle of 
organized crime (weapons trafficking and murder). 
This person, currently abroad, is suspected 2 years 
of illegal importation of reptiles and birds from 
Tunisia. Two European birds of prey were also 
seized. The files is still on going in 2013. 
 
 

 
04/01/2012: 204 chameleons (Johnston’s, 
Helmeted, Strange nosed and Mountain dwarf spp.) 
were seized by the Group anti-drugs(GAD) of the 
Customs when they arrived at Brussels airport from 
Uganda. The paperwork mentioned only 190 pieces 
and the names from the species were not mentioned 
on the wooden transport boxes. The animals are 
transferred to the National ZOO in Antwerp. Almost of 

them died by a parasite. The animals were taken from the wild and their 
immune system was affected by the long flight. 
 
17/01/2012: 15 live Poicephalus senegalus were seized by the customs of 
Brussels South airport (Charleroi – Gosselies). The specimens were found in the 
personal luggage of a passenger from Morocco.  As this airport is not designated 
as port of entry for live animals, the customs contacted the competent authority 
(Veterinary of federal agency for safety of food chain)   to solve the problem. In 
the context of the avian grip sanitary precaution measure, these agents 
proceeded to the euthanasia of these birds.    



  

 
 
23/04/2012: 112 Chameleo johnstoni were found 
under a layer of venomous snakes in a cargo shipment 
sent from Burundi to the Czech Republic (Bujumbura to 
Prague). The cage mentioned the venomous snakes, but 
not the chameleons. The cage was not prepared 
according to the IATA regulations. The shipment was 
declared like “reptiles vivants” and was sent from an 
export company in Bujumbura to a company in Mastov 
(Czech Republic).  The CITES management authority of Burundi was contacted 
as the procedure as described in Res conf 10.7 rev cop 15  to get back the 
specimens. As they couldn’t take back the specimens, these specimens were 
finally transfer to a British zoo were reproduction were registered in. First time 
for this  species to  be born in captivity in a British zoo ! 
 
23/04/2012: 21 live Testudo graeca   were seized by the customs of Liege  
(Bierset). The specimens were found in the personal luggage of a passenger 
from Morocco. No document were present with the specimens (CITES nor 
sanitary). Tunisian Management authority was contacted. First of all, they 
wanted to get back the specimens. Following the procedure, our scientific 
authority was contacted and was agree to sent the back the specimens only if 
the conditions under Conf res were respected.  This decision was communicated 
to Tunisian management authority. As we finally didn’t receive any reaction from 
them, and the specimens were transfer to Carapace centre.   
 
2/IVORY 
 
30/01/2011: More than 500 pieces of ivory were seized by the GAD of Brussels 
airport during an intensive control (two days) from all transiting luggage’s from 
Chinese people on their way back from Africa. These people are arriving in the 
morning in Europe from Africa, and they are leaving in the afternoon . So there 
is plenty of time for a control of these luggage’s. The luggage’s came mostly 
from Congo, Liberia and Guinea. 
 
25/03/2011: A small tusk from a young elephant was found by the GAD of 
Brussels airport in a cargo shipment with personal effects from Niger to China. 
The shipment which was sent from an embassy address in Niamey to a private 
person in Beijing. The tusk was hidden between wooden sticks. No Cites licences 
were with the shipment. 
 
07/04/2011 About 50 pieces of ivory were found in the arrival hall during the 
control of the passengers from Kinshasa flight. The ivory was hidden in a 
wooden statue (not the first time), which was imported by a courier company. 
The ivory was detected during the X-ray screening. An official file will be made 
against the importer. No suite. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
26/04/2011 About 100 pieces of ivory (+/- 10 kg.), 1 tail of an elephant, 43 
seahorses (dried bodies) and 6 shells of tortoises were found in the transiting 
luggage, which came via Brussels.  Sixteen from the twenty-five luggage's 
contained forbidden goods.  The 25 luggage's belonged to a group of Chinese 
doctors who came back from a mission in Sierra Leone. One big tusk was 
accompanied with a letter which said that this carved tusk was an African 
Traditional gift for the Minister of Health in China. No answer received from 
China by the coustoms. 

 
01/09/2011 : More than 3,5 kgs of ivory (about 100 pieces) was 
found in the double bottom of a Chinese citizen, who transited 
from Guinea (CKY) to China (PEK) via Belgium (BRU). About 100 
pieces of jewellery were found during a random control of 
transiting luggage’s from Africa to China. Eight travelling bags 
were controlled, six of them were positive for Cites goods.  
  
 

23/01/2012: About 66 pieces of ivory were found in the 
luggage of a 63 years old man (Senegalese nationality, ° in 
India). They were hidden under a layer of plastic toys in a 
plastic box. He came from a direct flight from Dakar 
(SN0202). An official file was made against this import.  
 
 

Several cases of Ivory sent by private persons in 
Belgium  to private persons in USA and Australia.   
- 17/02/2012 One ivory tusk from an elephant was 
detected in  a mail parcel after a security X-ray. The 
items was declared as “antique  bridge” and the tusk 
was found in a plastic pipe. The tusk. An official file was 
made against the exporter. No more information 
received up to now. 
- 20/03/2012: Three statues of ivory were found during 
the X-ray of mail parcels from Belgium to Australia, 
same sender, sending declared as “objets de 
decoration” also hidden in plastic pipe. 
- 17/04/2012: About 2,5 kgs of old ivory was found 
during the  X-ray control of mail parcels which were 
sent from Belgium to Melbourne. The 3 statues were 
declared as “vase, milieu de table” for a value of  330 
Euro. The shipment was similar to the previous one 
(here below). No Cites licences were with the shipment.  An official file was 
made against the exporter, no more information received up to now. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
- 20/ 04/ 2012 Again a carved tusk in ivory was found in a mail parcel, sent 
from Belgium to Australia . The tusk was found during the security X-ray scans 
at the airport.  
The parcel (more than 1O kg) was sent from a private person in Brussels to a 
private person in Melbourne. It was declared as statue with a value of 950 Euro. 
 
 
30/01/2012:  Security services at the departure informed the group anti drugs 

(GAD) of the customs about probably 2 elephant tusks 
which were seen during the X-ray of the luggage’s 
leaving Brussels to Israel. In a luggage were found 
several antique stuffs, including two painted elephant 
tusks, a statue in ivory and a sword with a handgrip in 
ivory. Thanks to this information the Israeli authorities,  
which conducted an house search by the man who was 
the subject of this message. More than 20 kg of ivory 

were found.   
 

15/03/2012: total of 160 kg of ivory seized for Vietnam: 60 kgs 
of ivory was found by GAD team of customs Brussels airport  in 
wooden clocks during the X-ray control of a shipment with 
personal effects to Vietnam. The first airway bill mentioned 
“consolidation cargo”, the tag mentioned “personal effects, not 
restricted”. The exporter asked to change the description of the 
goods in “Instruments, not restricted”. The end destination was 
a company in Hanoi. The normal routing was Brussels – Taipei – 
Vietnam. During a house search in the house of the sender, 
about 100 kg of ivory was found in another shipment of antique 

clocks which was already prepared for the export to Vietnam. One arrest was 
made in Belgium (see press release).  
 
   

07/09/2012: During a workshop for frontline customs 
officers, organised by the WCO (GAPIN II), two parcels 
were selected for control. They were sent from a private 
person in Kinshasa (Congo) to two different private 
addresses in Istanbul. Both parcels contained 
“presents”, which were declared as “Rosewood semi 
finished pens”. After a quick physical control, 17 kg of 
small pieces of coloured ivory were found. Most of the 

blocks were painted as hanko’s. The final destination will be for this reason Asia. 
Both shipments are confiscated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
3/ MEDICINAL PRODUCTS 
 
18/03/2011: A mail parcel, declared as “Towel” and without any declared 
commercial value contained boxes with Traditional Chinese Medecines. Two 
different medecines contained parts and derivates from the  Saiga  (Tatarica) 
antilope and from the Gastrodia elata plant, both  Ann. II,B. No Cites licences 
were with the shipment. The boxes were wrapped in a towel. The ingredients 
were mentioned on the prescription leaflet. 
 
16/01/2012 Several parcels with beauty products containing 
Aloe Ferox, from South Africa, and imported without any 
Cites licence were found in the mail. Official files are made 
against the importers. 

 
 

 
12/11/2012: A quantity of Dendrobium extract was found 
during a random control from post  parcels, sent from China 
to a company in Belgium. Investigation pointed out that the 
extract were ordered by Internet  (www.riausa.net). More 
parts of protected plants could be ordered on this site (F.e.: 
Aloë Ferox).  There was no Cites licence with the shipment. 
An official file is made against this import. 

 
17/12/2012: 4.000 cans (= 1000 kg of vitamin 
supplements) with food supplements were sent from 
Switzerland to Paraguay via Brussels airport. This 
product (Craze) contains Dendrobium extract according 
to the ingredients list. No Cites licences accompanied 
the shipment and the whole shipment is seized by the 
GAD. An official file is made against this export. 
 
 
IV. Bushmeat 
 
Two roasted monkey bodies were found in the luggage of a lady who came from 
the direct flight from Congo Kinshasa.  She was in the possession of boxes, filled 
with smoked and dried fishes (more than 200 kg). Between the fishes  two 
monkey bodies were found. The monkeys (no Cites sanitary documents)  and 
the fishes (sanitary reasons) were seized. An official file will be made against the 
lady. 
 
06/04/2012: Several hunted pangolins (200 kg.) were found in a cargo shipment 
sent from a private person in Cameroon (Yaounde, Nsimalen) to a private person 
in Brussels. The shipment was declared as “Foodstuff, vegetables” and arrived 
from a direct flight from Cameroon. The pangolins were wrapped in paper. An 
official file will be made against the importer. See press release in attachment  
4. 
 
 
 



  

 
 
V. Other products  
 
09/07/2011: Turtle skulls were found in a mail parcel, sent from a private 
person in Uruguay to a private person in Belgium. The skulls were masked like 
local handicrafts (made from plaster and coloured) without any value. Both 
skulls were confiscated and an official file was made against the importer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29/12/2011. Random controls of the luggage’s from transit passengers from 
Conakry to Beijing led to the seizures of hundreds of pieces of Cites goods 
(ivory, seahorses, bags in crococodile and varane, …).  The goods were very well 
hidden: seahorses in milk powder boxes, ivory in wooden handicrafts (ex: 
djembe)... All these goods were seized without any prosecution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
29/12/2011: Several registrated mail parcels from Ukraine were seized during 
random controls. The parcels contained all cans of caviar (113 gr), between 3 
and 12 cans. According to the labels, all the cans contained Russian caviar. 
There were no Cites licences with the shipments and none of the cans was 
sealed with a CITES tag. All the shipments were Internet orders and they are all 
seized. The importers will be prosecuted. No more information received up to 
now. 

 
 

05/01/2012 : Two stuffed bird heads were found in two 
EMS parcels sent from Indonesia to Belgium. They were 
identified as “Goura spp., crowned pigeons”, (annexe IIB). 
The birds were declared like “natural box tissue” with the 
low value of 15 US $.  



  

 
 

29/03/2012: ritual incense sticks with pangolin skulls. A 
few hundreds of incense sticks were stopped by the GAD 
team, when they arrived at Brussels airport. The sticks 
contained “nagi”, which means pangolin skulls (Appendices 
II,B). There were no Cites licences with the shipment, 
which followed next routing: Nepal, Dhaka, Jeddah, 
Brussels, Madrid and end destination a private person in 

Uruguay. An official file will be made against this transit. 
 

 
08/03/2012 Several handbags, made from crocodile skin 
and from Varanus and Python were found in the luggage 
from Chinese citizens, who came from Guinea and who 
were transiting in Brussels to China. Also chop sticks, 
hidden in cartons of cigarettes and bracelets in ivory were 
found. Seahorses were packed in boxes of langoustines.  
All protected goods are seized. 

 
 
03/05/2012: More than 600 dried seahorses and about 0,5 kg of pangolin scales 
were found in the luggage from Chinese citizens, who came from Conakry ( 
seahorses ) and Liberia (Pangolin skulls) and which end destination was China. 
The seahorses were hidden in boxes of seafood, the pangolin skulls were found 
in a thermos bottle.  
 

28/06/2012: During a luggage’s control of a  African 
flight from Abidjan (Liberia),   20 Chinese citizens  who 
were in transit to China, were intercepted because 
almost each of their luggage contained a white bag of 
pangolin scales. 
Also hidden: ivory in cigarette parcels and scales in 
shoes. All these goods were seized. 
 

 
19/09/2012: Eighteen luggage’s from transiting passenger’s who came from 
Conakry (Guinea) and which were going to Shanghai (China), were controlled by 
the GAD team. Almost all of them contained dried seahorses and some of them 
also some pieces of ivory. In totally about 700 seahorses were seized. 
 
16/09/2012: During the control of the outgoing mail parcels from Belgium to 
China, one rhino horn, with a weight of 550 gr was found by the GAD team in 
Brussels national airport. The horn was found in a mail parcel, which was sent 
from Brussels to Urumqi city (China). The parcel was declared as “wood carving” 
with a value of 100 Euros. The sender’s address was a fake address. Further 
investigation will be done: no results unknown addresses, no traces to the 
exporter. 



  

 
 
12/11/2012: A stuffed monkey (Macaca fascicularis) was found in an EMS 
parcel, which was sent from Indonesia to Belgium. The parcel was declared as 
“sample”, without any value. Investigation pointed out that the monkey was 
ordered by Internet (www.etsy.com) More protected items could be ordered on 
this site. The importer paid 250 US$ for the stuffed monkey. An official file is 
made against this import. 
 
FLORE : 
 

17/05/2011: Several orchid plants from wild origin were 
found in the luggage of a lady who came back from a trip 
from the Dominican Republic. The orchids were hidden in 
a wooden box. The plants were transferred to the National 
Botanical garden. An official file will be made against this 
importation. 
 

 
26/03/2012: A passenger arrived with a bag full of 
orchids without any Cites licence. He was accompanied 
with a Taiwan person, who was also in the possession of 
1.000 orchids but with the necessary Cites licences. Both 
of them wanted to go to an exhibition in Dresden 
(Germany). The man declared that he was in a hurry and 
that he didn’t had time to ask for a Cites licence. 
The orchids were transferred to the National Botanical 
garden. 
 
23/10/2012 About 20 plants of orchids were found in a mail parcel, sent from a 
private person in Switzerland to a private person in Belgium.  The parcel was 
declared as “baby dresses” with a low value.  No Cites licences were with the 
shipment. All the plants were transferred to the National Botanical garden 

 
 
 
 

------------------------------- 
 
 



Family /Genus/ Species (latin 
names) CITES UE

Description 
of goods

Quantity of 
specimens 

Type of 
specimens

Date 
(DD/MM/YY

YY)
Enforcemen
t authority Direction

Country of 
destination

Type of 
location

Country of 
origin

Prunus africanus II B MED 360 360 tablets 11/01/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Usa

Prunus africanus II B MED 360 360 tablets 08/02/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Usa

Echinopsis pachanoi II B LIV 5 5 03/05/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Peru

Saussurea costus I A MED 360 360 tablets 25/03/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center China

Hoodia spp. II B MED 90 90 capsules 06/04/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center China

Aloë ferox II B MED 450 450 tablets 06/04/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Usa

Vanda spp. II B LIV 3 3 plants 17/05/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import passengers hall

Dominican 
Republic

Phaleanopsis spp. II B LIV 3 3 plants 17/05/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import passengers hall

Dominican 
Republic

Ascocentrum miniatum II B LIV 1 1 plant 04/07/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Orchidaceae spp. II B LIV 1 1 plant 04/07/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Chiloschista viridiflora II B LIV 1 1 plant 04/07/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Schoenorchis fragrans II B LIV 1 1 plant 04/07/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand



Nepenthaceae spp. II B SEE 4
4 bags with 
seeds 04/07/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Encephalartos spp. II B LIV 1 1 plant 11/08/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Luchtvracht Burundi

Cycas thouarsii II B LIV 1 1 plant 11/08/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Luchtvracht Burundi

Cattleya spp. II B LIV 1 1 plant 16/08/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

vanda spp. II B LIV 4 4 plants 16/08/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Paphiopedilum spp. II B LIV 2 2 plants 16/08/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Cattleya spp. II B LIV 4 4 plants 22/08/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Vanda spp. II B LIV 1 1 plant 22/08/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Paphiopedilum holdeniii vinicolor II B LIV 1 1 plant 22/08/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Paphiopedilum charlesworthii II B LIV 1 1 plant 22/08/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Orchis mascula II B DER 6 6 flesjes siroop 24/08/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Indië

Saussurea costus I A MED 2000 2000 tablets 29/08/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center China

Phalaenopsis pulcherrima II B LIV 1 1 plant 05/09/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Thailand

Vanda spp. II B LIV 1 1 plant 05/09/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand



Rhynchostylis gigantea II B LIV 1 1 plant 05/09/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Dendrobium lasianthea II B LIV 3 3 plants 05/09/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Cleisostoma linearilobatum II B LIV 1 1 plant 05/09/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Trias picta II B LIV 1 1 plant 07/10/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Grammato cymbidium hybrids II B LIV 1 1 plant 07/10/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Post center Thailand

Epidendrum hybrids II B LIV 1 1 plant 07/10/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Thailand

Bulbophyllum spp. II B LIV 2 2 plants 07/10/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Thailand

Hygrochilus parishii II B LIV 1 1 plant 07/10/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Thailand

Phalaenopsis pulcherrima II B LIV 1 1 plant 07/10/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Thailand

Saussurea costus I A MED 4 4 zakjes/220gr 20/10/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center China

Cymbidium chloranthum lindl II B LIV 1 1 plant 03/11/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Thailand

Chysis laevis lindl II B LIV 40 40 in vitro 03/11/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Thailand

Orchis mascula II B MED 240 240 pills 17/11/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center India



Paphiopedilum exul II B LIV 1 1 plant 18/11/2012

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Thailand

Paphiopedilum primulinum II B LIV 1 1 plant 18/11/2012

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Thailand

Liparis lacerata II B LIV 1 1 plant 18/11/2012

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Thailand

Hoodia spp. II B MED 60 60 capsules 02/12/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center China

Hoodia spp. II B MED 60 60 capsules 13/12/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Usa

Hoodia spp. II B MED 60 60 capsules 13/12/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Usa

Saussurea costus I A MED 1090 1090 pills 19/12/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center China

Aeriocarpus spp. I A LIV 3 3 21/12/2011

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. import Belgium Post center Thailand



Reason for 
seizure: no 
cites doc

Other 
offences 

Method of 
concealmen

t
Detection 
method

Technic 
method 

used  Abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

no cites 
document unknown in bagage targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown in bagage targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown



no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

no cites 
document unknown

Vrachtzendin
g targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

Vrachtzendin
g targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

GEEN 
abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon



no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown



no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

Olivier 
Blairon, rue 
Brison 23 - 
1480 Tubize

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown

geen 
abandon

no cites 
document unknown

In a postal or 
courier 
package targeted unknown plantstuin



Family /Genus/ Species 
(latin names) CITES EU

Description 
of goods

Quantity of 
specimens 

Date 
(DD/MM/YY

YY)

Enforceme
nt 

authority Direction
Country of 
destination

Type of 
location

Country of 
origin

Reason for 
seizure: no 
cites doc

Other 
CITES 

offences

Chamaeleo johnstoni II B LIV 72 04/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit germany airfreight Uganda

numbers 
exceeded

Chamaeleo hoehnelii II B LIV 51 04/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit germany airfreight Uganda

numbers 
exceeded

Chamaeleo ellioti II B LIV 52 04/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit germany airfreight Uganda

numbers 
exceeded

Bradypodion xenorhinum II B LIV 29 04/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit germany airfreight Uganda

numbers 
exceeded

Acipenseridae II B CAV
3 tins (0,339 
kg.) 04/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center Ukraine

no Cites 
document

Goura spp II B BOD
stuffed bird 
heads 05/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import Belgium Indonesia

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

2 cigarette 
pipe, 
2pendants, 2 
bracelets 
(0,104 kg.) 06/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Hippocampus spp. en 
Cistanche deserticola II B MED 500 pillen 09/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center China

no Cites 
document



Poicephalus senegalus II B LIV 15 17/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
SOUTH 
(CHARLEROI
) AIRPORT Import Belgium Arrivals hall Maroc

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

1 pipe, 7 
pendants, 4 
hankos, 85 
statues, 4 
bracelets 
(1,220 kg.) 23/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR
8 statues 
(2,140 kg.) 24/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import Arrivals hall Congo (DRC)

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR
66 statues 
(1,196 kg.) 24/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import Arrivals hall Senegal

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A TUS
2 tusks 
(4,960 kg.) 31/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM UITVOER Israël Transit hall

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

objects + 
dagger (part 
with ivory)  
(0,160 kg.) 31/01/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Export Israël Transit hall Unknown

no Cites 
document

Leiothrix lutea II B LIV 14 09/02/2012

UNITE ANTI-
BRACONNAG
E (SPW) Intern shop

no Cites 
document

Illegal sale / 
offer to 
purchase 
and illicit 
origin

Elephantidae I A TUS
2 tusks 
(1,204 kg.) 14/02/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Helsinki

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR + TUSK

2  small 
tusks  en 3 
bracelets 
(0,453 kg.) 14/02/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Sierra Leone

no Cites 
document Hidden



Elephantidae I A TUS
1 tand 
(2,114 kg.) 15/02/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM export USA postal center

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR 3 statues 20/02/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import Arrivals hall Congo (DRC)

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR 14 statues 24/02/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import Arrivals hall Congo (DRC)

no Cites 
document

Hidden in 
woord statue

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

13 pendants, 
20 
chopsticks, 4 
bracelets 
(0,602 kg.) 29/02/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPL 5 handbags 29/02/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 160 pieces 29/02/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Pythonidae spp. I/II A/B LPL 2 wallets 29/02/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR
3 bracelets 
(0,150 kg.) 01/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Varanus spp. I/II A/B LPL 3 wallets 01/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden



testudines I/II A/B CAP 1 schield 01/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

6 bracelets, 2 
pipes, 9 
pendants, 1 
hanko (0,365 
kg.) 06/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPL
7 wallets  en 
15 wallets 06/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

2 rings, 5 
pendants, 2 
chopsticks, 3 
bracelets ,1 
objects 08/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Pythonidae spp. I/II A/B LPL 3 belts 08/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPL

6 wallets, 5 
belts  6 
handbags 08/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Varanus spp. I/II A/B LPL 1 belt 08/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 97 08/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden



Elephantidae I A TUS
13 tusks 
(60,5 kg.) 09/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM export postal center Vietnam

no Cites 
document Hidden

Elephantidae I A CAR+ TUS

18 tusks + 5 
objects (total 
60 kg) 15/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM export Vietnam Shipment zone Unknown

no Cites 
document

Hidden in 
wood clocks 

Elephantidae I A CAR 3 statues 20/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Export postal center Australia

no Cites 
document

Hidden in 
plastic pipes

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

 2 statues  
and  2 
bracelets 
(0763 kg.) 20/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document

Hidden in 
luxury 
perfumery 
boxes

Loxodonta africana I A CAR
1 objects en 
1 necklace 22/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Gambia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPL 2 handbags 22/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Gambia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR
3 bracelets 
(0,118 kg.) 22/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 43 stuks 22/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Pythonidae spp. I/II A/B LPL 1 pair shoes 24/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden



Manis spp. II B SCA 0,150 kg 24/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Pythonidae spp. I/II A/B LPS
1 handbags 
and 1 wallet 28/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import Arrivals hall Abidjan

no Cites 
document

Manis spp. II B SCA 240 kg. 29/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit Uruguay Transit hall Nepal

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

5 statues, 3 
rings, 27 
pendants, 1 
hanko en 5 
bracelets 29/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 120 stuks 29/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Pythonidae spp. I/II A/B LPL 1 belt 29/03/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Manis spp. II B WHO

5 dode 
pangolins 
(200kg) 04/04/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center Cameroon

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

4 bracelets, 1 
hanko en 4 
pendants 05/04/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Burkina Faso

no Cites 
document Hidden

Pythonidae spp. I/II A/B LPL 1 wallet 05/04/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Burkina Faso

no Cites 
document Hidden



Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPL 11 wallets 05/04/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Burkina Faso

no Cites 
document Hidden

Primates spp. I/II A/B SKU 1 skull 05/04/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import Arrivals hall Congo (DRC)

no Cites 
document

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPL

15 belts, 4 
handbags 
and 4 wallets 12/04/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Mali

no Cites 
document Hidden

Pythonidae spp. I/II A/B LPL 6 wallets 12/04/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Mali

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 32 stuks 12/04/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Mali

no Cites 
document Hidden

primates spp. I/II A/B BOD 2 pieces 17/04/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import Arrivals hall Congo (DRC)

no Cites 
document

Hidden 
between 
dried fishes

Loxodonta africana I A CAR
3 statues 
(2,409 kg.) 17/04/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Export postal center Australia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Chamaeleo johnstoni II B LIV 100 23/04/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit

Czech 
Republic

postal center Burundi
no Cites 
document

Primates spp. I/II A/B MEA

roasted 
monkey 
bodies 26/04/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import Arrivals hall Congo (DRC)

no Cites 
document



Loxodonta africana I A CAR 2 bracelets 03/05/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Manis spp. II B SCA 0,350 kg 03/05/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 450 stuks 03/05/2012
BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Elephantidae I/II A/B CAR 3,800 kg 19/04/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Export postal center Australia

no Cites 
document

Elephantidae I/II A/B CAR

5 pairs 
earings, 1 
statues , 2 
watchstraps 10/05/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document

Manis spp. II B SCA 0,052 kg 10/05/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

9 rings, 1 
pipe, 13 
pendants, 6 
chopsticks en 
23 bracelets 16/05/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Senegal

no Cites 
document Hidden

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPL 2 handbags 16/05/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Senegal

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 325 stuks 16/05/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Senegal

no Cites 
document Hidden



Pythonidae spp. I/II A/B SKI 2 skins 21/05/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

2 statues, 1 
pipe, 8 
chopsticks en 
5 bracelets 21/05/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 276 21/05/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Pythonidae spp. I/II A/B LPL 1 belt 24/05/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I/II A/B CAR 4 pendants 24/05/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPL

9 belts, 1 
handbags, 3 
wallets  and 
2  diaries 01/06/2012

DOUANE 
BIERSET 
G.A.D. transit

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

14 pair 
earrings, 4 
rings, 28 
pendants, 2 
chopsticks, 3 
pendants en 
5 bracelets 28/06/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Manis spp. II B SCA 3,9 kg 28/06/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden



Loxodonta africana I A CAR

4 bracelets 
en 10 
chopsticks 12/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS
1 handbags 
and 1 wallet 12/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS

1 
watchstraps 
and 3 wallets 12/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Pytonidae spp. I/II A/B LPS
2 handbags 
and 1 wallet 12/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 459 stuks 12/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Pythonidae spp. II/I B/A LPS 1 wallets 19/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center Thailand

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

59 bracelets, 
10 
chopsticks, 4 
statues, 15 
pendants, 6 
rings, 9 
pipes, 4 
billard ball, 4 
combs, 11 
pendants 
and 9 
hanko's 20/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Congo (DRC)

no Cites 
document Hidden



Manis spp. II B SCA 0,292 kg 20/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall DRC

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR 3,202 kg 20/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hystrix cristata NC A SCA 6 20/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS

2 wallets, 1 
handbag and 
2 belts 20/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Pythonidae spp. I/II A/B LPS
2 handbagsn 
en 6 belts 20/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Manis spp. II B SCA 0,0684 kg 20/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 228 stuks 20/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Hidden

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS
1 handbags 
and 1 wallet 26/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 40 stuks 26/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document



Testudo graeca II A LIV 21 20/07/2012

BRUSSELS 
SOUTH 
(CHARLEROI
) AIRPORT import Tunisia Arrivals hall

Morelia spilota harrisoni II B LIV 1 27/07/2012 POLICE Intern private woning
no Cites 
document

Python regius II B LIV 10 27/07/2012 POLICE Intern private woning
no Cites 
document

Boa constrictor II B LIV 2 27/07/2012 POLICE Intern private woning
no Cites 
document

Pantherophis guttata 
guttata II B LIV 3 27/07/2012 POLICE Intern private woning

no Cites 
document

Condoia carinata II B LIV 1 27/07/2012 POLICE Intern private woning
no Cites 
document

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS
1 belt en 2 
wallets 02/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR 4 pendants 02/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS 1 handbags 07/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus sp. II B BOD 22 pieces 07/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Manis spp. II B SCA 0,115 kg 14/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Ivoorkust

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR 2 bracelets 14/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Ivory Coast

no Cites 
document



Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS
2 belts ans 3 
wallets 14/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Ivoorkust

no Cites 
document

Pythonidae spp. I/II A/B LPS
5 belts and 4 
wallets 17/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 82 stuks 17/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR 2 pendants 17/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR 6 bracelets 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Burundi

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

2 bracelets 
en 5 statues 
(2,730 kg) 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit Taiwan Transit hall Burundi

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

1 watchstrap 
en 3 objects 
(0,895 kg) 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China postal center Burundi

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR
1 object 
(0,456 kg) 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China postal center Burundi

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR
2 objects 
(0,542 kg) 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit Singapore postal center Burundi

no Cites 
document



Loxodonta africana I A CAR

12 statues en 
1 pendant  
(1,490 kg) 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit Italië postal center Congo (DRC)

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

2 objects, 6 
pipes, 6 
pendants en 
2 bracelets 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A TUS 2 pieces 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 500 stuks 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Testudines spp. I/II A/B SKU 2 skulls 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

hippocampus spp. II B MED 40 Tabs TCM 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center China

no Cites 
document

Testudines spp. I/II A/B CAP 1 schield 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 42 stuks 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A HAI 1 Had 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit

United 
kingdom postal center Congo (DRC)

no Cites 
document



Manis spp. II B GAR 2 hats 20/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit

United 
kingdom postal center Congo (DRC)

no Cites 
document

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 320 stuks 22/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

1 objects, 18 
pendants en 
7 bracelets 22/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Pythonidae spp. I/II A/B LPS 5 wallets 22/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS

4 belts, 1 
wallets en 2 
handbags 22/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document Hidden

Loxodonta africana I A CAR
1 watchstrap 
(0,110 kg) 23/08/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit Singapore postal center Burundi

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR
Hanko's ( 
10,450 kg) 06/09/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit Turkey postal center Congo (DRC)

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR
hanko's ( 7, 
350 kg) 06/09/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit Turkey postal center Congo (DRC)

no Cites 
document

I A CAR statues 07/09/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import Belgium Congo (DRC)

no Cites 
document

Hidden in 
ceramic 
statue



Loxodonta africana I A CAR 1 bracelet 10/09/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit Taiwan Transit hall Burundi

no Cites 
document Hidden

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 14 stuks 12/09/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

2 stukken 
tand, 1 
hanko en 1 
pipe (0,652 
kg) 17/09/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China postal center Uganda

no Cites 
document

Varanus spp. I/II A/B LPS 1 handbag 02/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Pythonidae spp. I/II A/B LPS 4 handbags 02/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR 2 pipes 02/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 10 pieces 02/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR 1 objects 03/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit Brazil postal center Burundi

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

38 little 
objects and 
43 pendants 04/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document



Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS 04/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Testudines spp. I/II A/B CAP 10 15/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center China

no Cites 
document

Acipenseriformes spp. I/II A/B CAV 6 tins 17/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center Ukraine

no Cites 
document

Rhinocerotidae I A HOR
1 horn 
(0,550kg) 18/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM export China postal center

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A IVP 5 kg 08/10/2012
DOUANE 
LIEGE G.A.D. transit Hong-Kong Nigeria

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

2 small 
objects , 1 
pipe, 4 
chopsticks, 3 
bracelets 19/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS
1 belt en 1 
handbag 19/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Manis spp. II B SCA 0,1534 kg 19/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

2 hanko’s, 1 
bracelet, 1 
brush and 1 
bigger piece 
of ivory 22/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China postal center Uganda

no Cites 
document



Loxodonta africana I A CAR

4 bracelets, 5 
pendants en 
2 combs 23/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 655 stuks 23/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

8 bracelets, 
14 pendants, 
2 chopsticks 
en 4 
pendants 26/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Hippocampus spp. II B BOD 40 stuks 26/10/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China Transit hall Guinea

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR 18 bracelets 01/11/2012

LIEGE 
AIRPORT  
G.A.D 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM transit China postal center Nigeria

no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A CAR

5 bracelets 
en 2 
pendants ( 
0,182 kg) 12/11/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import ? Arrivals hall ?

no Cites 
document

Macaca Fascicularis II B BOD 1 body 12/11/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center Indonesia

no Cites 
document

Acipenseriformes spp. I/II A/B CAV 1,356 KG 27/11/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center Ukraine

no Cites 
document



Lynx lynx II B SKI 1 skin 30/11/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center VS

no Cites 
document

Testudo Hermani II A LIV 1 04/12/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM export Transit hall

no Cites 
document

Panthera tigris I A MED 83 ampules 06/12/2012 POLICE Intern winkel
no Cites 
document

Loxodonta africana I A IVP 1,120 kg 06/12/2012

DOUANE 
BIERSET 
G.A.D. transit Hong-Kong postal center Nigeria

no Cites 
document

painted 
yelow color 
and declared 
as plastic 
products 
samples

Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS 1 wallets 10/12/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center China

no Cites 
document

Coralliidae spp. III C COR 3 pieces 10/12/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center Mauritius

no Cites 
document

Tridacnidae spp. II B SHE 1 shell 10/12/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center Mauritius

no Cites 
document

Testunidae spp. I A CAP 1 schield 10/12/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import postal center Peru

no Cites 
document

Primates spp. I/II A/B MEA

2 roasted 
monkey 
bodies 12/12/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import Arrivals hall

Central 
African 
republic

no Cites 
document



Manis spp. I/II A/B MEA
3 roasted  
pangolins 12/12/2012

BRUSSELS 
AIRPORT 
GAD 
CUSTOMS 
TEAM Import Arrivals hall

Central 
African 
republic

no Cites 
document





Other 
offences 

Method of 
concealme

nt Detection method

Technic 
method 

used  Remarks Abandon

IATA

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

IATA

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

IATA

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

IATA

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

bagage routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine



IATA, 
Sanitary bagage euthansy

bagage routine

bagage

Targeted (at the 
request of brigade 
services) X-ray abandon

bagage

Targeted (at the 
request of brigade 
services) abandon

bagage
Targeted (asked by  
controle authorities) X-ray

bagage

Targeted (at the 
request of brigade 
services) X-ray

Unknown abandon

bagage
Targeted (asked by  
controle authorities) X-ray

bagage routine



In a postal 
or courier 
parcel

Targeted (asked by  
controle authorities) X-ray

hidden in 
plastic pipe

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel

Targeted (at the 
request of brigade 
services) X-ray abandon

bagage

Targeted (at the 
request of brigade 
services) X-ray abandon

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

Targeted (at 
the request 
of brigade 
services)

bagage routine



bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine



In a postal 
or courier 
parcel

Targeted (asked by  
controle authorities) X-ray

search at 
home had 
revealed 100 
kg more of 
ivory

shipment 
with 
personal 
effects X-ray

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel X-ray

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine



bagage routine

bagage routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

hidden 
within 
vegetables

bagage routine

bagage routine



bagage routine

bagage
Targeted (asked by  
controle authorities)

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage
targeted on demand 
of control brigad

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel

Targeted (at the 
request of brigade 
services)

IATA

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

bagage
Targeted (asked by  
controle authorities)



bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel

Targeted (at the 
request of brigade 
services) X-ray

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine



bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine



bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

bagage routine



bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

routine

routine



bagage
animal 
welfare targeted 
Animal 
welfare targeted 
Animal 
welfare targeted 
Animal 
welfare targeted 
Animal 
welfare targeted 

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine



bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine



In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

Bagage routine

bagage routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine



In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel

targeted in the 
framwork of  WCO 
(GAPIN II) 
operation

Ivory 
masked like 
“rosewood 
pens"

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel

targeted in the 
framwork of  WCO 
(GAPIN II) 
operation

Ivory 
masked like 
“rosewood 
pens"



bagage routine

bagage routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

bagage routine



bagage routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine X-ray

express  
courier 
parcel

"TRACK & TRACE" 
computer system 
allowed by  the firm 
TNT

bagage

bagage destinataire déclaré

bagage routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine



bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage routine

bagage

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine



In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

express  
courier 
parcel

Research in the 
"TRACK & TRACE" 
computer system 
allowed by  the firm 
TNT

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

In a postal 
or courier 
parcel routine

bagage
Targeted (asked by  
controle authorities)



bagage
Targeted (asked by  
controle authorities)



Annexe 4 : Appendix 4: Communication, exchange 
information  

(Points D4.10 et 11) . 
 

Details of the various actions undertaken by the Belgium Management Authority (MA) in 
the field of communication during the years 2011 and 2012  
 
1/ Press releases by the Belgian CITES Management Authority (non-
exhaustive): 

 
o May 2011: “Live key rings”   Seizures of ‘living Tamagotchi key 

rings” which consist of plastic bags containing live fish, turtles or 
salamanders coming from China (see attachment).  The MA wanted 
to drawn attention on the problematic of souvenirs made from 
protected animals or plants.  

o June 2011: “ Baby monkey seized at Brussels National Airport 
(Zaventem) in the hand luggage of a person coming from Morocco”. 

o March 2012: “Unemployed Vietnamese trades ivory illegally” this 
press release highlights the seizure of ivory in a clock destined to 
Vietnam. See Article 1. 

o April 2012: “Import of bush meat shipment intercepted by the GAD 
team (Group Anti-Drugs): 8 pangolins (about 20 kilograms) from 
Yaounde” 

o  April 2012 : “12 chameleons, 72 snakes and 100 frogs originating 
from Burundi discovered by customs at the Brussels National Airport 
on their way to final destination in the Czech Republic” 

o  July 2012 , “Illegal trade in ivory and tropical wood on the 
international agenda” in the framework of 62nd meeting of the 
Standing Committee of CITES.  

 
 

2/ Press releases by other authorities or NGO (non-exhaustive): 
  

o March 2011 : in the framework of the ‘Gapin Operation ‘Customs 
capacity building in Africa to combat illicit wildlife trade yields 
spectacular results’ (see attachment)  

o January 2012  publication in a newspaper : ‘A la rescousse des 
espèces menacées (To the rescue of threatened species)’ - La 
Dernière Heure – 20/01/2012 ; (see attachment)  

o January 2012 : publication in a magazine dealing with decoration 
‘Un commerce pas si sauvage (A not so wild trade)’  - Deco 
magazine;  

o January 2012  publication in a newspaper : ‘les musées planquent 
leur cornes de rhinos (Museums hide their rhino horns)’ - Le Soir 
22/01/2012  

o July 2012 : Launching of a ‘choc’ souvenirs campaign ‘What you are 
bringing back with you’  by IFAW at Brussels National Airport in 
collaboration with the MA and the GAD team of Belgian Customs.  
Interviews for the TV news on this subject (see article 2) . 

o August 2012 : publication in a newspaper : ‘ Nature, la Cites met 
en demeure les pays d’origine et de destination de l’ivoire illégal 
(Nature, CITES gives countries of origin and destination of illegal 
ivory formal notice’‘ - Le Soir’  - 03/08/2012 (see article 3)  

 



 
3/  Publications  in collaboration with the Belgian CITES Management 
Authority: 

 
o June 2012 : publication in  ‘Veterinaria’ (= Information Bulletin of 

Professional Union of Veterinarians) of an exhaustive article on CITES. 
 

o October 2012 : publication in the ‘Journal of the Federal  Police ’ of an 
exhaustive article on the trade in exotics animals in the framework of 
CITES , see article 4 

 
 

4/ Guidance notices, leaflets, etc. by the Belgian CITES Management Authority: 
 

o In January 2011, the MA sent out specific information on CITES to 
antique shops/ dealers and auction houses. 

o In April 2011, the MA met with representatives of charity shops in order 
to establish guidelines regarding CITES products that are donated to these 
shops. 

o In June 2011, the MA sent out specific information on CITES to 
taxidermists. 

o In July 2011, the MA sent out updated version of a CITES guidance book 
(‘CITES compendium’) to all Belgian CITES Enforcements and Scientific 
authorities and to Belgian CITES experts. 

o In August 2012, the MA sent out a CITES specific folder information  to 
Birds of prey keepers/breeders  during a exhibition day on Falconry (see 
folder1). 

o In October 2012, the MA sent out a CITES specific folder information  to 
Parrots  keepers/breeders during ‘The day of the parrots ‘ organised by a 
parrots breeder federation cf below (see folder 2).  

o In November 2012, the MA sent out the updated CITES EU regulation 
about the new annexes with a short summary relating to the new EU 
CITES Annexes to the enforcements authorities. 

 
5/ Exhibitions :  
 

o Permanent exhibition in Pairi Daiza (Cambron-Casteau) on the 
protection of biodiversity with a special highlight on CITES.   

o  Augustus 2012 : CITES stand exhibition durung the “Falconry 
Fair Affligem” in Affligem. 

 
6/ Presentation/ training by the Belgian CITES Management Authority and 
Scientific Authority: 

 
o In April 2011, the MA gave a presentation on CITES with a focus on permit 

requirements and other obligations relating to CITES to a bird-hobbyist 
association. 

o In April 2011, the MA gave a general presentation on CITES with a focus 
on tourist souvenirs to approximately 45 school children. 

o In May 2011, the head of the MA participated as a speaker in a training 
course on  environmental issues given to competent judges at the Judicial 
Training Institute.  The presentation that was given explained inter alia the 
legal framework procedure for administrative fines. 



o In December 2011, the MA gave a presentation on CITES legislation 
applicable to  birds  to the International Pheasants and Waterfowl 
Association in Antwerp. 

o In February 2012, the MA gave a one-day CITES training to veterinarians 
attached to the Animal Welfare and CITES Inspection Service of the Public 
Federal Service Public Health. 

o In February 2012, the MA gave a presentation on CITES legislation 
applicable to orchids to a Belgian association of orchids keepers 
‘Orchidophiles Réunis de Belgique’ in Enghien.  

o In March and April 2012, the MA gave three one-day CITES training to 
Customs of Brussels South (Gosselies) Airport.   

o In June 2012, the head of the MA gave a presentation on CITES legislation 
at a training day organized in Leuven by the police dedicated to the control 
and handling of exotic animals.  

o In September 2012, the scientific coordinator of the SA gave a 
presentation on CITES in a school manufacturing music instruments. 

o In September 2012, the jurist of the MA gave a presentation on CITES 
legislation at Brussels National Airport in the framework of a two-days 
Gapin II seminar.  

o In October 2012, the MA gave a presentation on CITES legislation 
applicable to parrots  to members of clubs and associations of parrots 
keepers/ breeders in the framework of ‘The day of the parrots ‘ organised 
by a parrots breeder federation in an animal’s park in  Cambron- Casteau. 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 



Date of request from MA Species Country of origin Source code Quantity

5/01/11 Odobenus rosmarus Canada W 30 baculums (T)
11/01/11 Dendrobates auratus Panama C 500 live
11/01/11 Dendrobates pumilio Panama C

500 live
9/02/11 Pericopsis elata Congo - 

Brazaville
W

24,6m3
11/02/11 Puma concolor Canada W 2 skulls
28/02/11 Dracaena guianensis Peru F 34 live
28/02/11 Podocnemis unifilis Peru F 200 live
1/03/11 Dendrobates Peru F 200 live
10/03/11

Python molurus bivittatus
Vietnam C

300kg
11/03/11 Crocodylus niloticus Zimbabwe C 16720 kg
11/03/11 Panthera leo South Africa C 2 live 
22/03/11 Crocodylus niloticus South Africa, C 1400 kg
25/03/11 Ursus americanus Canada W 5 skins
5/04/11

Pandinus imperator
Togo R

100 live
7/04/11 Agalychnis callidryas Nicaragua C 500 live
18/05/11 Hippocampus kuda Vietnam F 200 live
20/05/11 Fungia spp. Indonesia W 30 live
21/05/11 Tubastraea spp. Indonesia W

26 live
22/05/11 Distichopora spp. Indonesia W

11 live
23/05/11 Symphyllia spp. Indonesia W

3 live



8/06/11
Philantomba monticola SA W

8/06/11 Philantomba monticola South Africa W 2 skins
9/06/11 Goniastrea retiformis Indonesia W 5 live
28/06/11 Iguana iguana EL SALV C
11/07/11 Chlorocebus pygerythrus South Africa W 3 skulls
8/08/11 Acropora spp. Australia W 60 live
8/08/11 Alveopora spp. Australia W 20 live
8/08/11 Duncanopsammia axifuga Australia W 30 live
8/08/11 Goniastrea spp. Australia W 20 live
8/08/11 Oxypora spp. Australia W 10 live
8/08/11 Platygyra spp. Australia W 10 live
8/08/11 Scolymia spp. Australia W 30 live
8/08/11

Stylaster spp. Australia
W

20 live
8/08/11 Tubastraea spp. Australia W 20 live
21/08/11 Dendrobates 

ventrimaculatus
Peru F 25 live

21/08/11 Dracaena guianensis Peru F
12 live

15/09/11 Tridacna crocea Indonesia PT 
Dinar Darum 

F 75

15/09/11 Tridacna maxima Indonesia PT 
Di  D  

F 25
2/10/11 Cerathoterium simum simum SA W
8/10/11 Ornithoptera spp. Indonesia R 50

8/10/11 Troides spp. Indonesia R 16

21/10/11 Tridacna maxima Polynesie FrancaisW 100
25/10/11 Hippocampus fuscus Israël F 500
22/12/11 Oryx leucoryx SA F
21/02/12 Loxodonta africana CM W



24/02/12 Caracal caracal SA
6/04/12 Monodon monoceros CA W
17/04/12 Lynx lynx RU W
20/06/2012 Odobenus rosmarus RU W
25/06/2012 Papio ursinus SA W
28/06/12 Acropora INDO W
28/06/12

Caulastraea INDO W
28/06/12 Montipora INDO W
28/06/12 Pocillopora damicornis INDO W
28/06/12 Seriatopora hystrix INDO W
28/06/12 Styllophora pistillata INDO W
28/06/12 Turbinaria spp. INDO W
17/08/12 Puma concolor CA W
6/09/12 Candoia aspera INDO W
6/09/12 Varanus doreanus INDO W
6/09/12 Varanus rudicollis INDO W
25/09/12 Python molutus bivattus THAI C
1/11/12 Pericopsis elata Congo W 65m³
6/11/12 Lynx canadensis CA W
13/11/12

Chlorocebus pygerthytrus SA W
13/11/12 Papio ursinus  SA W
13/11/12 Saguinus midas C   SA C
6/12/12

Panthera leo C SA C
10/12/12 Hippocampus barbouri INDO C



Class

+ 11/01/2011 Mammals
+ 24/01/2011 Amphibia

+ 24/01/2011 Amphibia

+ 8/6/2011 (SRG advice) Plants

+ 03/03/2011 Mammals

+ 27/04/2011 Reptiles

+ 27/04/2011 Reptiles
+ 07/04/2011 Amphibia

+ 20/04/2011 Reptiles
+ 11/03/2011 Reptiles
+ 14/03/2011 Mammals

+ 31/03/2011 Reptiles
+ 11/04/2011 Mammals

Application withdrawn April 2011 Invertebrates

+ 09/05/2011 Amphibia

+ 23/06/2011 Pisces

+ 07/06/2011 Invertebrates (coral)

+ 07/06/2011 Invertebrates (coral)

+ 07/06/2011 Invertebrates (coral)

+ 07/06/2011 Invertebrates (coral)

Advice



 + Mammals

+ 16/06/2011 Mammals

+ 14/06/2011 Invertebrates (coral)
 -(UK, PT) Reptiles

+ 08/08/2011 Invertebrates (coral)
+ 24/08/2011 Invertebrates (coral)

 negative 24/08/2011 Invertebrates (coral)
+ 24/08/2011 Invertebrates (coral)
+ 24/08/2011 Invertebrates (coral)
+ 24/08/2011 Invertebrates (coral)
+ 24/08/2011 Invertebrates (coral)

+ 24/08/2011 Invertebrates (coral)
+ 24/08/2011 Invertebrates (coral)

+ 02/09/2011 Amphibia

+ 02/09/2011 Reptiles
+

19/09/2011
Invertebrates (coral)

+ 19/09/2011 Invertebrates (coral)

 + Mammals
+ 12/09/2011 Invertebrate 

(lepidoptera)
+ 12/09/2011 Invertebrate 

(lepidoptera)
+ 31/10/2011 Invertebrates
+ 15/11/2011  Pisces
 + Mammals

 -(SRG) Mammals



 + Mammals
 +  Mammals

 +(AT) Mammals
 +(SRG) Mammals

 + Mammals
 + Invertebrates

 + Invertebrates
 + Invertebrates
 + Invertebrates
 + Invertebrates
 + Invertebrates
 + Invertebrates
 + Mammals
 + Invertebrates
 + Reptiles
 + Reptiles
 + Reptiles

 + (NO in EC) Plants
 + Mammals

 + Mammals
 + Mammals
 + Mammals

 + Mammals
 + Invertebrates



Attachement 6

Belgium 
Place 

(incl. name in 
English)

Animals Plants

Live Animals Live Plants
Commercial

(I,E)
Pets
(I,E)

(I,E)

Antwerpen S N N I,E I,E I,E
Bierset A I,E I,E I,E I,E I,E
D.S.V 
(Airport & 
Sea - SA) 

M N N I¹,E I,E I,E

Deurne A N N I¹,E I,E I,E

Charleroi - 
Gosselies

A N N I¹,E I,E I,E

Oostende - 
Airport

A E E I¹, E I,E I,E

Ostende - 
Seaport

S N N I¹,E I,E I,E

Zaventem A I,E I,E I,E I,E I,E
Zeebrugge S N N I,E I,E I,E

Abbreviations: I - Introduction, E- export, N/A - Information Not Available, Y - Yes, N - No, A - Air, S - 
General notes
¹ Only items that are not subject to veterinary controls are allowed
² For parts and derivatives of animal origin, only products for human and non-human consumption are
³ Only ungulates and registered Equidae
4 Only registered Equidae 

Mode of 
transport
(A, S, Ra, 

Ro, M) Parts and 
Derivatives - 

Animals 

Parts and 
Derivatives - 

Plants 



5 Ungulates only
6 Commission Decision of 5 September 2007 amending Decisions 2001/881/EC and 2002/459/EC as



Timber Microchip 
reader
(Y/N)

Remarks

(Y,N) (Y,N)

Y N Y
N Y Y
N N N ¹ Only items 

that are not 
subject to 
veterinary 
controls are 
allowed

N N N ¹ Only items 
that are not 
subject to 
veterinary 
controls are 
allowed

N N N ¹ Only items 
that are not 
subject to 
veterinary 
controls are 
allowed

N Y Y ¹ Only items 
that are not 
subject to 
veterinary 
controls are 
allowed

N N N ¹ Only items 
that are not 
subject to 
veterinary 
controls are 
allowed

N Y Y
Y N Y

Sea or other port, Ra - Rail, Ro - Road, M - Mail

e allowed

Border 
Inspection 

Post 6

(Y,N)



s regards the list of border inspection posts


