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CONCERNING: 

UKRAINE 

Communication from the Government of Ukraine 

1. This Notification to the Parties is published at the request of Ukraine. 

2. The communication from the Government of Ukraine is contained in the Annex to this Notification. 
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of the intcrnational environmentll treaties in regard toRe: Suspension of the oPeration

the Russian Federation

Dear Ms. Higuero,

We kindly ask to forward this letter to all other pafties as a mattef ofufgency

Hereby we address an urgent call for ajoint effod to protect humanity and nature Actions ofthe Russian

Federation against Ukraine represent a brutal breach of the universal principles and norms of the

internatio n al ;n vironmental law and therefore. rcquirc immediate response'

A full-scale invasion into ukraine by the Russian Federation is a tlagrant violation ofinternalional law.

human rights. environmental and nuclear security. and global peace Actions ofthe Russian Federation

pose exisienlial threats to internalional peace and security. and bring unprecedenled and long_lasling

challenges to the environmcnt and human health

As oftoday, Russian troops captufed chornob)l Ilxclusion zone. Thel use nuclear l'uel srorage and

landfills. ionsequently, the gbbal nr'rclear sccurity is at stake today Thelc is also a direct threat ol
[ur.iun t"rro,i.t 

""rion. 
in tG Chornnbyl zone' which mighl result in radiation damage to the people in

Eufope and beyond.

Ms. Ivonne Higuero
CITES Secretary-General
Palais des Ntrtions
Avenue de la Paix 8-14
12l I Genive l0
Switzerland
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Russian's missiles hit fesidential buildings and critical infrastructure miles from original targets, which

constitute blatant violation of all nornls of intefnational humanitarian law. In addition, these actions pose

risks to environmental secllrily as reactors and orher nUclear tacilities can be exploded'

Russian intrudefs destroy our natural heritagc. As ol-toda), Russian armed lbfces use more than hallof
the Ramsar sites in Ukmine during hostilities against the Ukrainian people This concerns the coasts ot

the Azov and Black seas and in the lower reaches ofthe Danube and Dnieper. The Russian armed lbrces

did not have and do not show any respect fbr wild nature. ln particular, the occupied since 20l4 Ramsdr

sites "Kryva Zatoka and Kryva Kosa" in Donbas and the "Water-coastal complex ofCape Opuk" in

crimea were constantly used for military exercises. Mofe than 20 nature and biosphere reserves and

nalional nature parks ha\e.uffered los\es due ln Russian aggre:sion

Today, every country in the world should make every effolI to stop Russia's invasion into ukraine. which

has the potential to lead to a global enr ironrnental catastrophe.

AccordingtoArticle26oftheviennacon\enliunontheLa$oflreaties(l9oq)everytreatyinforceis
binding Lr-pon the parries to it and must be performed by them in good f'aith. The Russian Federation is in

a grave breach of its obligations and comm ilmen!s under sevefal inlernational environmental conventions

arid other international treaties. l'he above listed actions make impossible to accomplish the object and

pllfpose of!he convention on Intefnalional l rade in Endangered Specics ol wild Fauna and Flora.

Based on Article 57 (b), 60 (2) (c) ol the Vienna Convention on the Law ol Treaties (1969)' the

covefnment of Llkraine inviies tlte contracting patlies to start consultations over suspension ol the

operation olthc convention on Intefnational 
-frade in Endangered species of wild Fauna and Flora

treaties in regard to the Russian Fedefalion

Yours sincerely,

Ruslan Strilets
Acting Minister
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