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CITES

• IATA strengthened its cooperation with CITES 
through the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding in 2015.

• Specimens not shipped in accordance with the 
LAR make the CITES document invalid.

• IATA supports CITES’ efforts to combat the 
illegal transport of CITES specimens.

Copyright  © Bradfield 2024 5



Handling Procedures
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Time management

Delay information

Environmental 
Conditions

Aircraft switch

Airport congestion

Airport facilities
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Compliant 
Containers



Contingency 
Planning

• Aircraft delayed in transit 
• No water container
• Straw bedding



Non-
Compliant 
Containers



Reptile and Amphibian Containers
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Reptile and 
Amphibian 
Containers

Snout-vent-
length (SVL)

Body-width
(BW)

Maximum no. of 
animals per bag

Minimum
bag size

≥ 20 cm (8 in) ≥ 5 cm (2 in) 1 Depending on the 
size of the animal

≥ 15 < 20 cm
(6 < 8 in)

≥ 2.5 < 5 cm
(1 < 2 in)

15 45 × 60 cm
(18 × 24 in)

10 30 × 45 cm
(12 × 18 in)

≥ 10 < 15 cm
(4 < 6 in)

< 2.5 cm (1 in) 30 45 × 60 cm
(18 × 24 in)

20 30 × 45 cm
(12 × 18 in)

< 10 cm (4 in) < 2.5 cm (1 in) 30 30 × 45 cm
(12 × 18 in)



Non-
Compliant 
Containers



Contingency for 
Animal Escape



•Planning
•Communication
•Training
•Current copy of LAR
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