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CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP ON CITES APPENDIX II LISTINGS OF 

SHARKS AND MANTA RAY SPECIES 

AUGUST 26 – 28, 2014 

CHENNAI, INDIA  

Sharks are keystone species and their abundance and health are critical to 

the balance of the marine ecosystem. Recognizing the threat that many 

shark species face due to their utilization in trade, at the last Conference of 

the Parties (CoP16) to CITES, Parties agreed to list additional species of 

sharks and rays on the CITES Appendices.  

Five shark species and all manta rays were added to Appendix II at CITES 

CoP16 in 2013. These include the oceanic whitetip shark; the porbeagle 

shark; scalloped, smooth and great hammerhead sharks; as well as the  

great and reef manta rays.  These joined other sharks and rays 

(elasmobranchs) that had already been included in the CITES Appendices 

over the past decade. 

The giant manta ray, the reef manta ray, the oceanic whitetip shark, the 

porbeagle shark and the smooth hammerhead shark are listed as vulnerable 

on the IUCN Red List. Further, the scalloped and great hammerhead sharks 

are listed as endangered, thereby considered to be facing a very high risk of 

extinction. Given that most of these shark species are highly migratory and 

traverse the waters of many nations, it is imperative that all such nations 

come together to form cohesive and structured plans for implementation of 

shark conservation measures.   
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The CITES Parties agreed to a deadline of September 14, 2014 for the 

implementation of these new appendix II listings in order to allow for CITES 

member nations to build capacity amongst their respective governments for 

the enforcement of these listings.  

The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), 

Government of India, in collaboration with C.P.R. Environmental Education 

Centre (CPREEC) (a centre of Excellence of the MoEF&CC) and Humane 

Society International (HSI) India, organized the „Capacity Building Workshop 

on CITES Appendix II listings of Sharks and Manta Ray Species‟ from 26-28 

August, 2014 at Chennai. A total of 74 participants comprising of 

international and national participants as well as resource persons 

participated in the workshop (Refer Annexure -1 for the complete list of 

participants of the workshop).  

Inaugural Session 

Day 1 – August 26, 2014 

Welcome Address by Dr. Nandita Krishna 

Dr. Nanditha Krishna, Director, CPREEC, Chennai, welcomed the delegates 

and the dignitaries to the workshop. Dr. Nanditha Krishna in her address 

said that sharks are keystone species and their survival is essential for the 

ecological health of seas and oceans. She applauded the initiative taken by 

CITES to protect sharks and rays through the recent listing. Dr.  Krishna 

stressed on the important role played by the various stake holders including 

the Coast Guard in the protection of sharks. She said that sharks need to be 

protected not only because shark populations are depleting, but also to save 

them from the cruelty of finning. She stated that to this extent, shark 

conservation had an overlap between animal welfare and conservation 

issues. Concluding the address, she hoped that this workshop would build 

new capacity and methods for the conservation of shark species in the 

region. 
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Opening address by Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER 

In the opening remarks, Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, Technical Officer, CITES 

Secretariat said that in March 2013, it was agreed upon to include five  

shark species and two manta ray species in Appendix II of CITES. These new 

shark species are commercially viable for international trade and thus, their 

listing is very important.  

Explaining the objectives of the workshop, he said that the listings of these 

species under Appendix II would make trade of the products from these 

species traceable through the CITES certification system. Further, he 

emphasized upon the fact that the listing would not imply a ban in 

commercial trade; but instead trade would be regulated with transparency 

and accountability. He said that this meeting was designed to focus on   

effective implementation. Finally, he thanked FAO for their collaboration and 

cooperation. 

Stressing on the role of all the stakeholders in sustainable use and 

conservation of these listed species, he said that an effective collaboration 

among all the stakeholders is must to move forward from the Sri Lanka and 

Xiamen workshop outcomes. 

Presidential address by Mr. M. L. Srivastava 

Mr. M. L. Srivastava, IFS, Deputy Inspector General of Forests (Wildlife and 

Forest Protection), MoEF&CC, Government of India, in his address stated 

that India had listed ten species of sharks in the Wildlife Protection Act, 

1972 thus initiating conservation of these species. He also said that the 

Government of India has taken steps to ban shark finning through a 

national policy circular.  

He noted that there is a need to sensitize people about shark finning in all 

the countries that are involved in shark trade. 

He also said that collaboration and cooperation of all stakeholders is 

required to implement the decisions taken at CoP 16. He opined that 
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traceability techniques and tools must be looked into for the effective 

conservation of sharks and rays. 

Inaugural Address by Dr. M. S. Swaminathan 

Inaugurating the workshop, Dr. M. S. Swaminathan, Chairman, CPREEC 

said that CITES is an important instrument in saving all life (flora and 

fauna). He pointed out that a lot of gap in knowledge exists between a 

layman and a specialist and this is where these capacity building workshops 

assume importance. He appreciated the international communities for 

standing up for the common cause of conservation and sustainable use. 

Speaking on the trade he said, “Trade can either promote conservation or 

hamper it”. Trade and biodiversity laws are interconnected and hence, the 

role of CITES is very important in the field of conservation education. He 

said that after education, the second aspect of conservation is social 

mobilization. Citing the example of the Gulf of Mannar Trust that was 

started to mobilize the locals for conservation in the Gulf of Mannar, he said 

that conservation was effective only through local partnership and 

trusteeship. Thus, social mobilization is very important. This must be 

followed by regulation which is very important for ecological development. 

Vote of thanks by Mr. N. G. Jayasimha 

Mr. N. G. Jayasimha, Managing Director, Humane Society International 

(HSI), India proposed the vote of thanks. He thanked the CITES 

Management Authority of India for taking this initiative and also the 

participants for their cooperation. He wished the participants for a fruitful 

workshop and hoped that the workshop would achieve its objectives. 
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TECHNICAL SESSIONS 

Topic:  Understanding sharks and the need for coordinated 

conservation of the species.   

Speaker:  Ms. C. Samyukta Campaign Manager – Wildlife, Humane Society 

International – India 

Starting the technical sessions, Ms. C. Samyukta, Campaign Manager –

Wildlife, HSI-India talked about the nature and habits of sharks as a 

species. She said that the key reason for organizing this workshop is that 

sharks are an extremely important and commercially viable resource. Hence, 

their sustainable use and conservation has to gain importance. 

She talked about the varied habits, habitats and features of sharks. She 

explained how the population was under threat due to characteristics such 

as slow growth and late maturity. She also noted that there has been a 

decreased demand for shark fin based products even though the export from 

India was still significant.  She said that no one country can implement any 

policy or conservation method alone and hence, multinational collaboration 

and cooperation is required. She emphasized on the need for uniformity in 

fishing regulations in the region. She pointed out that an ideal team for 

effective conservation of shark and ray species would consist of a strong 

representation from inter and intra governmental agencies, fishermen 

community, NGOs as well as strong legislation and conventions on shark 

conservation.  

 

Topic:   Overview of India’s shark fisheries 

Speaker:  Dr. Shoba Joe, Senior Scientist, Central Marine Fisheries 

Research Institute (CMFRI), Chennai 

Providing an overall picture on shark fisheries in India, Dr. Shoba Joe, said 

that CMFRI was the only institute in fisheries research in India that has 

been collecting actual commercial landing data from 1960s to date. She 
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explained that CMFRI pools the accumulated data and extrapolates the 

national data. 

According to her findings, maximum landing of Elasmobranchs comprising 

of sharks, rays, skates and guitar fishes was seen in the year 1998. In 2012, 

52.6 thousand tonnes of elasmobranchs were landed. Recently, rays have 

taken over sharks in landing which is a cause of concern. She said that 

mechanized trawl nets bring in maximum landing which is at about 43.3% 

of the total landing. Further, she explained that these figures are a cause of 

concern as the by-catch consists of sharks which have not yet reached 

maturity. 

She pointed out that most of the species targeted or landed come under 

least concern group under IUCN review list on shark, rays and chimaera 

species. Thus, there is a need to relook at data for taking up any measures. 

According to stock analysis done by CMFRI, Elasmobranchs have become 

less abundant or are declining. Further, Indian shark fishery is dominated 

by sharks under the maturity size. Deep waters are yielding more results as 

can be seen by the increase in trawl net operations.  

She explained that a total ban on shark fishing was not a solution. Instead, 

there is a need to look into management measures and regulations. She 

stated that representation from the fishing community is a must for proper 

implementation of any regulations and also for conservation. 

Stressing on the role of fishermen, she said that species knowledge such as 

know-how on grounds where the species are located, their pupping grounds 

etc. lies with the fishermen and hence, awareness and capacity building 

workshops for them is a must. Once this is achieved, then regulation would 

become a lot easier. 

 

Topic:    Overview of trade in shark based products from India 

Speaker:  Dr. Vijaykumar Yaragal, Deputy Director, The Marine Products 

Export Development Authority (MPEDA), Chennai 
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Dr. Vijaykumar Yaragal provided an overall picture about the total shark 

exports from India. He said that China, Singapore and Hong Kong are the 

major importers of shark based products in the form of dry fins, fin rays and 

bones. 

He stated that shark is a by-catch and that there is no special fishing done 

for this species. He said that in trawl nets, sharks captured are almost in 

dying stage due to the increasing pressure from other trapped fishes. Thus, 

awareness is very important as trawl nets account for major share of shark 

landings in India. He said that Gujarat state fisheries is ready to provide 

compensation to fishermen who are willing to cut their gill nets when a 

shark is captured rather than landing it. He also pointed out that since 

shark fins are very easily processed, dried and stored due to which many 

people would readily enter into the fin business. 

He added that in addition to regular uses like oil, cosmetics, soup, etc., the 

meat is also consumed in various parts of the world including in India, 

especially in the state of Kerala. He informed the audience that as per 

MPEDA‟s data, shark fin exports have increased in Chennai from 5.41 

crores in 2008-09 to 15.29 crores in 2013-14. 

He listed some tentative measures for conservation of the species, which 

included the following: 

 Posting fishery inspectors in all fishing harbours 

 Ensuring that custom officials have sufficient shark fin identification 

knowledge 

 Enforcing a clause such as “Shark fishing is punishable/banned/not 

permitted” at the time of registration of fishing vessels  

 Conducting awareness and training programs for fishermen  

 Providing a toll free number at all fishing harbours to facilitate speedier 

rescue efforts and reporting of violations of regulations  

 Observation of state wise „shark conservation month‟ every year 
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Topic:    Overview of protections afforded to shark and ray species 

under Indian legislation 

Speaker:  Mr. Shubhobroto Ghosh. Senior Programme Officer TRAFFIC 

(INDIA), New Delhi 

Mr. Shubhobroto Ghosh focused on the details of the protections given to 

shark and ray species under Indian legislation. He listed out the existing 

legislation affecting sharks in India, varying from provisions under the 

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 to National Environment Tribunal Act, 1995. 

He stated that the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 offers protection to ten 

species of sharks, rays and sawfishes. According to a joint study conducted 

by TRAFFIC and PEW, India is the world‟s second largest shark fishing 

nation. Further, he stated that despite these protections there is a 

discernible growth in shark trade. 

He pointed out the need for stronger legislation in India for sharks in the 

absence of adequate data on shark fisheries, absence of comprehensive 

NPOA for sharks and lack of a CITES component in the Indian Wildlife 

Protection Act.  He stressed on the urgent need for creation of the NPOA for 

all the neighbouring member countries which would take care of concerns 

over shark listings and their overall protection. 

He listed the following points as a requirement for improved conservation of 

sharks:  

 Conduct consistent scientific and trade research 

 Ensure transparency in shark trade data 

 Clarify the role and implementation of the  shark finning policy as part of 

Indian legislation  

 Ensure involvement of fishermen and safeguard fishermen community 

interests 
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 Allow organizations such as  WWF, TRAFFIC, IUCN, CMFRI, HSI, MPEDA 

and CPREEC as well as the  fishing communities to aid the MoEF&CC in 

framing of future legislation and policies 

 Ensure greater involvement of judiciary and judicial workshops to 

examine current laws and interpretations 

 Encourage and allow for cross pollination of ideas  

Mr. Shubobroto‟s talk raised many comments on legislative practices 

from the Indian participants in the audience. Many of the representatives 

from the fisheries departments raised the issue of lack of investigation 

power afforded to the Fisheries Department under the Wildlife Protection 

Act, 1972. They noted that the field officers of the Department of 

Fisheries in all the coastal states get full information on the species 

landed in the landing centers, whereas, the forest officers rarely visit 

these places. In the event that a banned species (under WLPA or CITES) 

is landed, the forest department has to be intimated and they are often 

dependent on the fishing community or the fisheries field officers in the 

area to investigate such matters. Hence, it was suggested that Fisheries 

Officers be given some powers under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, so 

that they can themselves initiate actions for such offences. This would 

help to comprehensively cover any illegal landing of sharks or manta 

rays.  

 

Topic:     Introduction to CITES and overview of new CITES listing of 

sharks and manta rays 

Speaker:  Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER. Technical Officer, CITES Secretariat 

Talking about Cites and its objectives Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER said that 

CITES is the largest among biodiversity conventions and its objective is to 

ensure that wild flora and fauna are not exploited unsustainably. 
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He described „legality‟, „sustainability‟ and „traceability‟ as the three pillars in 

trade and wide use of resources keeping in view the socio economic 

consequences. He said that these would lead to correct assessment of data 

about the species in any country and would be helpful in focusing on issues 

like conservation or regulation of trade.  

 

Topic:    Overview of global and regional trade in sharks and manta 

rays 

Speaker:  Dr. Yimim Ye, FAO, Rome, Italy 

Dr. Yimim Ye explained that while CITES ensures that international trade in 

specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival,  FAO 

on the other hand sees to it that there is sustainable management and 

utilization of natural resources. 

He talked about the collaboration between FAO and CITES. Referring to 

trade,  he said that the world‟s top 26 fishing countries produce 84% of the 

global shark catches as reported to FAO. Further, 30% of the world‟s fish 

species are overfished. He explained that a decision on whether a species is 

threatened or overfished was made from data on its stock abundance. He 

asked all the member countries to make an effort to improve data on stocks 

as this would help in correct decision making. 

He said that the IPOA adopted in 1999 did have an impact on shark 

catching as could be seen from the global shark landings reported to FAO. 

In a review on IPOA conducted by FAO, it was found that most countries 

have taken steps to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing 

and internationally binding shark measures are in place for the majority of 

high seas covered by Regional Fishery Bodies (RFBs). 

Detailing the collaboration between FAO with CITES, he said that FAO 

would continue the collaboration with CITES on 

 Commercially exploited aquatic species 
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 Implementation of CITES shark listings 

 Further consultations with Latin America and Asia 

Further, FAO would review and monitor the status of listed species as well 

as develop strategies and plans for technical assistance. 

 

Topic:      Introduction to the Draft National Plan of Action on sharks, 

rays and skates for India 

Speaker:   Dr. Yugaraj Yadava, Director, BOBP-IGO, Chennai 

Dr. Yugaraj Yadava talked about  BOBP-IGO and its objectives. He explained 

the role of the BOBP as an Inter-Governmental Organization mandated to 

enhance the cooperation among member countries, other countries and 

organizations in the region. Further, it is also mandated to provide technical 

and management advisory services for sustainable coastal fisheries 

development and management in the Bay of Bengal region.  

He then explained the ten objectives of IPOA and the process employed by 

BOBP-IGO in formulating India‟s NPOA. He talked about activities such as  

engagement of  stakeholders in the development, implementation and review 

of the plan, preparation of Shark Assessment Report (SAR), creation of 

timelines to respond to issues identified in the SAR, identification of 

responsible agencies for implementation and finally, reporting processes to 

FAO.  

He then went through the NPOA draft created by his team for India. He 

explained how this draft contained information on detailed action proposed 

for status of sharks, data collection and assessment, catch reporting, 

livelihood issues of directed shark fishers and an implementation plan. He 

also talked about the monitoring and evaluation plans created under the 

NPOA.  
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Panel Discussion: Regional Fisheries management organizations and 

regional initiatives 

Panel Members:   

Dr. Yugaraj Yadava, Director, BOBP-IGO, Chennai 

Dr. David Wilson, Deputy Secretary & Science Manager, IOTC, Seychelles 

Ms. Nishanthi Perera, Programme Officer, SACEP, Sri Lanka 

Mr. C.M. Muralidharan, Project Manager/Field Administrative Officer, 

BOBLME, Thailand  

The technical session was followed by a panel discussion and Q & A session 

on Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RMFOs), regional 

initiatives and their contribution to national shark management policy. 

Panel members included representatives from IOTC, SACEP, BOBLME and 

BOBP-IGO. The panel talked about how each of the RMFOs contributed to 

shark management measures. The questions from audience ranged from 

issues on NPOA, the timeline to develop RPOA, availability of guides and 

booklets on listed species in regional languages etc. All the questions were 

satisfactorily answered by the panel members. 

Cultural Evening and Dinner  

The day ended with a cultural programme hosted by CPREEC. Shri Zakir 

Hussain, a noted classical dancer, performed Dasavatharam – the ten 

incarnations of Lord Vishnu. Participants spent time interacting with each 

other informally over the dinner that was organized at the end of the 

programme.  
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Day 2  – August 27, 2014  

Topic:       CITES listing requirements 

Speaker:  Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, Technical Officer, CITES Secretariat 

Speaking on the CITES listing requirements, Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER 

explained that countries wishing to export, re-export and/or import 

specimens of the recently CITES-listed sharks and rays after 14th September 

2014 have to meet certain requirements such as ensuring the trade would 

not be detrimental to the survival of the species, through scientific 

assessments on species status in the national/ regional territory, ensuring 

that trade is conducted in specimens that were legally acquired, through 

monitoring, revision of fishery laws, etc and ensuring that trade is supported 

by CITES permits or certificates, through collaboration of CITES authorities 

and fisheries agencies. He reiterated the concepts of legality, sustainability 

and traceability. He also talked about the role of „legal acquisition findings‟ 

in the verification process of specimens that were intended for  export and 

re-export. He restated that „sustainability‟ implied determining that 

proposed trade would not be detrimental to the survival of the species and 

„traceability‟ implied recording and tracing trade from the country of origin 

to the destination country.  

He said that the NDF is an effective advice by the CITES Scientific Authority 

of the exporting country on the effect of proposed trade on survival of the 

species.  He asked the member countries to explore methods for making 

NDFs, share experiences and examples of ways of making NDFs through 

regional or sub-regional workshops. He advised them to maintain written 

records of the science-based rationale included in the Scientific Authorities‟ 

NDF assessments and to offer, on request, cooperative assistance to 

developing countries, for improvement of capacity to make NDFs, based on 

nationally identified needs. 

Concluding the presentation, he said that CITES would always be ready to 

provide any kind of technical support as required by the parties. 
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Topic:   Outcome of the Xiamen workshop 

Speaker:  Ms. Monica Barone, CITES Secretariat 

Ms. Monica Barone went through the outcomes derived from the Xiamen 

workshop. She detailed the priority actions recommended along with the 

associated short term activities decided upon. The main policy actions as 

elaborated by her are as follows: 

 Improvement of data collection by developing field guides for sharks and 

rays, using pre-existing material.  Encourage the use of local knowledge 

and support data collection through logbook and/or observer programs 

and others as feasible.   

 Strengthening national legislation, enforcement (monitoring, control and 

surveillance) and international cooperation by producing user friendly 

and reliable identification tools for CITES-listed shark species and their 

products to enable timely procedures by customs and enforcement 

officers. Increasing the number of enforcement staff and setting up a 

regular consultation mechanism among relevant agencies (fisheries and 

CITES) etc. 

 Strengthening conservation and management measures by consulting 

with various categories of stakeholders and developing and implementing 

comprehensive awareness programs etc. 

 Enhancing training and capacity building/human resource development 

by providing user friendly guides for non-experts.  

 Securing funding by inviting the CITES Secretariat and FAO to identify 

funding availability from international and other donors, etc. 
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Topic:  Outcome of the PEW Colombo workshop 

Speaker:  Ms. Isabel Jarrett, Associate, The PEW Charitable Trusts 

Washington D.C. 

Ms. Isabel Jarrett, went through the outcomes of the workshop held on July 

30 - 31, 2014 in Colombo, Sri Lanka wherein the participating countries 

recognized the need for improved data collection for regional cooperation, 

capacity building and scientific collaboration as well as for financial support 

for CITES compliance with the new listings. 

 

Topic:  Discussion on Implementation of shark and manta ray 

listing in the Bay of Bengal (BoB) region 

Chaired By: Mr. Ahmad Bin Ali, Senior Research Officer, Department of 

Fisheries Malaysia/SEAFDEC-MFRDMD and Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, 

Technical Officer, CITES Secretariat 

This discussion focused on the implementation of shark and manta ray 

listings in the BOB region. Representatives from participating countries 

presented their plan and ideas on how to move forward from Xiamen and 

Colombo workshops, priorities in the sub-region and what kind of existing 

mechanisms could be  used for the implementation of the CITES listings. 

The main information shared by the representatives of the participating 

nations is as follows: 

Bangladesh 

The representative from Bangladesh said that about 20-30 shark species are 

present/ recorded by the Bangladesh Fisheries Department. There is no 

proper data on stocks. The country has recorded landing data from eight 

spots but data collection is not a regular activity. Shark was not a target 

species initially in Bangladesh‟s fisheries, but in the last two years sharks 

have become a targeted species. Consumption of shark meat was limited 
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and thus, it can be said that shark was exported to other countries. There 

exists illegal trade with Myanmar and India. 

He informed the chair that Bangladesh‟s NPOA preparation is in its final 

stages and being worked upon with the help of BOBP-IGO. They are trying 

to develop capacity to conserve species. A key-book on listed and present 

shark species will also be developed. The main focus right now is on 

awareness building among fishermen. He concluded that the five CITES 

listed species are not listed in Bangladesh‟s export data. 

Sri Lanka 

The representative from Sri Lanka said that sharks are by-catch and not 

targeted. In Sri Lanka, there are two regulations for sharks wherein shark 

finning is banned. There is 100% utilization of the landed shark. Meat 

consumption is prevalent in the country. Data collection is done by following 

certain pre-fixed format. New log books are being developed. The NDF will be 

developed upon consultation with stakeholders. Species wise shark fin trade 

data is currently not available. She also said that Sri Lanka would require 

financial assistance for the creation of the NDF and also for the organization 

of a regional workshop on implementation of listings. The Chair asked Sri 

Lankan representatives to look into other trade in addition to shark fins.  

Indonesia 

The representative from Indonesia said that the country has made progress 

in CITES listed species. Data collection has improved due to appointment of 

data collectors in major fish landing areas. Data collection is also being done 

through observers. For scalloped hammerhead, a NDF is complete. The 

representative said that steps will be taken to increase social awareness and 

to improve Marine Protected Areas. He also said that training in species 

identification for various stakeholders and at the major landing areas would 

be the nation‟s first priority. There was a request from Indonesia‟s 

representative for technical support for all developing countries for creation 

of NDFs and for creation of regional NDFs for certain species. The Chair 
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suggested that countries should work with foreign scientists and specialists 

in stock assessment. 

Malaysia 

The representative from Malaysia said that the country will enforce zero 

quota export for all sharks and Manta rays listed under CITES from 15 

September 2014. NDFs for hammerhead sharks cannot be proceed due to 

poor landing data and trades. The country has started a pilot project on 

data collection of sharks and rays landing up to species level funded by 

BOBLME in 2013 and there are three management committees created in 

the country for sharks. Another pilot project on data collection of landing 

data up to species level will be started next year in collaboration with 

SEAFDEC. Malaysia enforced total ban on serving of shark fins soup in all 

government functions in 2014. Malaysia implementing the NPOA-Shark 

since 2005 and the second NPOA-Shark (Plan 2) for duration 2014-2018 are 

in implementing stage. Malaysia also seeks technical advice on the DNA 

identification of newly listed sharks and manta rays especially on their 

derivatives. The Chair suggested that a labeling system could be considered 

for traceability. 

Thailand 

The representative from Thailand said that no decision had been taken as 

far as zero quota was concerned. Training is being provided for inspectors 

and they will continue to monitor and check imports and exports at the 

borders. 

Myanmar 

The representative from Myanmar said that they have one Marine Protected 

Area and the Department of Fisheries has one protected area for sharks. 

Regarding sustainability of marine resources, Myanmar has many 

management policies. They would be looking at promoting eco-tourism to 

promote alternative livelihoods. The data needs to be updated since the 

country has data from 2004 only. He also informed the Chair that zero 
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quota is a likely proposition and no concrete decision has been taken yet. 

They will be concentrating on regional cooperation with producing and user 

countries. Capacity building for law enforcement agencies for species 

identification will also taken up as top priority. 

Maldives 

The representative from Maldives said that consultations with stakeholders 

had been organized in April 2014. There are no exports, though imports are 

permitted. They have a log book for Tuna fishing wherein fishermen must 

record shark by-catch up to genus level. The other regulations are under 

process. 

India 

The representative from India said that a bill incorporating CITES 

convention into Wildlife Protection Act is awaiting approval from the 

Parliament. A survey on shark populations is currently being conducted by 

FSI. There are strong, rigid and scientific data collection methods in India 

and stock assessments are conducted regularly. The representative hoped 

that the NPOA would act as a key document for future action and reported 

that a draft of the NPOA was ready for review. Steps would be taken for 

training all the stakeholders in the identification of listed species. He also 

expressed that augmentation of staff at different trade and/or export exit 

points is a matter of concern. 

 

Topic: Tools: Shark fin and Manta ray ID guides 

Speaker:  Ms. Isabel Jarrett, Associate The PEW Charitable Trust, 

Washington D.C. 

Ms. Isabel Jarrett talked about the various methods available for 

identification of the listed species of sharks by their fins and manta rays by 

their gill plates. All the delegates were provided with different samples of 

shark fins and were trained to identify the listed species based on the color, 
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and shape and cartilage of the fins. At the end of the presentation, delegates 

were able to conduct basic identifications. They could distinguish fins of 

listed shark species from those of non-listed species and could also 

distinguish between gill plates from manta and mobula rays.  

 

Topic: Role of Fishermen in conservation of shark species 

Speaker:   Mr. J. Vincent Jain, Representative, National Mission Team on 

Conservation of Sharks India, Association of Deep Sea Going Artisanal 

Fishermen (ADSGAF), Thoothoor, Kanyakumari. 

Mr. Vincent Jain‟s presentation was on the role of fishermen in conservation 

of shark species. He said that there is a need to involve fishermen in all 

stages – starting from planning and going upto implementation for any 

fishing regulations. Before listing any species under any regulation or act, 

the opinion of the fishermen must be taken as they are the best source of 

knowledge for any species. He stated that fishermen alone can rehabilitate 

the fishing grounds and hence, they must be consulted before taking any 

policy decision. He requested that fishermen should be helped in identifying 

the species since they only know the local or common names and not 

scientific nomenclature. He stated that this awareness would help the 

authorities in implementing the CITES listing properly. 

Speaking on behalf of all fishermen groups, Mr. Jain 

expressed their displeasure at the lack of communication from the Indian 

government about the decisions made at CITES CoP16, held in Thailand in 

2013. They pointed out that fishermen are not represented at such meetings 

and are not consulted prior to the listings. They expressed the need to 

involve fishermen groups in such discussion from the early stages so that 

decisions that affect the fishermen's livelihoods can be practically thought 

out. 
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Session: Breakout Group Discussions – National and Bay of Bengal 

Region 

Following the reporting by each nation on the current status of CITES 

Appendix II listings of sharks and manta ray species, the delegates were 

split into two groups – the national group and the Bay of Bengal Group. The 

national group consisted of the Indian delegates representing various 

governments, non-government, scientific and fishermen organizations. The 

Bay of Bengal group consisted of Fisheries and CITES representatives from 

the eight countries in Bay of Bengal region including India.  

The Bay of Bengal group was chaired by Mr. C. M. Muralidharan, Project 

Manager, BOBLME and Dr. David Wilson, Deputy Secretary, IOTC. The 

national group was chaired by Mr. Shiv Pal Singh, I.F.S., Joint Director 

(Wildlife), MoEF&CC and Mr. P. Mara Pandiyan, I.A.S., Principal Secretary, 

Department of Fisheries, Government of Kerala.  

The discussions within each of these breakout groups was focused on 

detailed understanding of the management and conservations measures 

currently under practice by the nations and organizations represented in the 

respective groups. Discussions also focused on how collaboration within the 

region could bolster conservation goals for each nation in the region.  The 

discussions began in the post-tea session on August 27, 2014 and were 

resumed in the first session on August 28, 2014. 

Session:  Poster Session 

A parallel poster session was held in order to enable each country to present 

an overview of the status of sharks as well as the status of legal and 

management measures for shark fisheries within each of their waters. This 

poster session helped in creating room for greater interaction and 

discussions between the participants.  
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Day 3 – August 28, 2014  

On the final day of the workshop, the breakout discussions continued. Each 

group focused on the priority actions and methodologies it would adopt to 

fulfill the action plan as declared in the Xiamen Declaration – Action Plan. 

The discussion dealt with the issues, challenges, activities to address the 

identified needs of ongoing and proposed financial and technical support. 

Indian fishermen were strongly represented in the meeting and were actively 

involved in all the discussions. Their involvement in the national 

breakout sessions helped bring clarity in the understanding of the problems 

faced by fishermen when dealing with such conservation measures. Further, 

their role in helping scientists with data collection and enforcement agencies 

with implementation methodologies was agreed upon by all the participants. 

The various deliberations made in these breakout groups were then 

compiled by staff from HSI, CITES Secretariat and FAO into a single 

document that detailed the various steps that the representatives from each 

group had decided upon. The deliberations were thereafter used to formulate 

the final outcomes of the workshop. These „outcomes‟ were once again 

reviewed by both groups and finalized upon consensus from all the 

participants on August 28, 2014.  

 

Outcomes of the workshop 

Regional measures 

The participants of the workshop agreed to undertake the following actions 

to ensure that all countries are able to comply with the CITES Appendix II 

listings of the 5 new shark species and 2 manta ray species:  

1. Coordination/communication:  

National: There is a clear need for additional National Coordination among 

relevant agencies to ensure that to the extent feasible, each relevant agency 
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is aware of the new requirements and will be able to fully comply and share 

information necessary to ensure compliance with the Appendix II listings 

Regional: As appropriate, regional workshops will be carried out to ensure 

customs, compliance and other officers are adequately trained in the 

documentation needs for the new listings. Regional support from BOBLME, 

BOBP-IGO and SEAFDEC will continue to help facilitate the implementation 

of the shark and ray listings and the management and conservation 

measures as follows.  

 BOBLME and BOBP-IGO are supporting the development of NPOAs, 

addressing the gaps in data collection and species identification in 

member countries. 

 With the limited budget and time available for the BOBLME project, the 

project, in collaboration with BOBP-IGO and SEAFDEC, may help finalize 

the NPOAs, assist in developing a Regional Plan of Actions for Sharks and 

organize regional shark working group meeting early 2015. It may also 

assist in the essential capacity building needed in shark identification 

where it is still needed. 

 The RFBs such as BOBP-IGO and SEAFDEC have a major role to play 

along with the RFMOs, RFBs can also help with the implementation of 

the shark listings, advisory, stock assessment and capacity building. It 

would require a lead country in the region to undertake that task. 

SEAFDEC is already in touch with the CITES Secretariat. 

2. Capacity building:  

Species/product identification: Each country will undertake, either in 

isolation or in partnership with regional countries and experts, species 

product identification training. Training workshops may be partnered, where 

possible, with other activities, such as the scientific observer training 

programs within the Indian Ocean. 
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3. Data collection and scientific support for the making of non-

detriment findings (NDFs): 

Data collection: Although there have been improvements in recent years, 

data collection on shark catches by Indian Ocean fisheries remains limited. 

In many cases where data is being collected, it is being incorrectly recorded. 

A concerted action/effort to enhance data gathering abilities, database 

development and ongoing maintenance and verification in the following 

would be needed if relevant stock status indicators, for the newly listed 

shark and manta ray species could be developed in the future to support 

NDF documentation. 

Stock structure and delimitation: To better understand the impact of 

fisheries on shark populations, it is important to determine the stock 

boundaries, existence of mixing areas and migration between geographic 

areas within and between Oceans. The IOTC, through EU finding, will be 

undertaking a project to examine if there is population structure of tunas of 

interest to the IOTC throughout the Indian Ocean. Key shark species, 

including some of the newly listed Appendix II species may be included in 

the final project if matching funds can be identified. Participant counties 

agreed that a collaborative approach should be undertaken to the extent 

feasible. 

Species biology and ecology: Noting that the IOTC is currently developing 

an Indian Ocean shark research plan (IO–ShYP) with the aim of “promoting 

cooperation and coordination among IOTC researchers, to improve the 

quality of the scientific advice on sharks provided to the Commission, 

namely, by conducting quantitative stock assessments for selected species 

by 2016, and to better assess the impact on shark stocks of the current 

IOTC Conservation and Management Measures”, participants agreed that to 

the extent possible/applicable, national research scientists undertaking 

research programs on the newly listed shark and manta ray species, should 

work in collaboration with the IOTC Secretariat to ensure resources are 

maximized and objectives are aligned. The IO-ShYP will be discussed at the 
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upcoming IOTC Working Party on Ecosystems and Bycatch (27-31 October 

2014 in Japan) where all Indian Ocean coastal states are invited to actively 

participate.  

Making of NDFs: Good practical guidance on the making of NDFs is 

required. NDF findings and experiences, as well as examples of best 

practice, should be shared between, and implemented by Scientific 

Authorities and relevant fisheries agencies. Malaysia and Indonesia reported 

on NDF guidance that is being developed with support from Germany. They 

advised that regional capacity building workshops should be organized for 

relevant authorities and experts to develop national NDFs and to explore the 

feasibility of a regional NDF for trade in CITES-listed sharks and manta 

rays. The workshops could make us of available guidance, and/or adapt this 

guidance to meet the specific needs of the Bay of Bengal countries and 

region. 

National measures concerning India 

The participants of the workshop recognized that the representatives from 

various government, non-government, scientific research and fishermen 

organizations in India had agreed on the following points in support of the 

CITES Appendix II listings of shark and manta ray species as well as  the 

management of shark fisheries within Indian waters: 

 The collective objective of all stakeholder groups is to achieve sustainable 

fisheries management and to comply with the requirements of 

international conventions such as CITES that India is a party to.  

 There is a need for greater involvement of all stakeholder groups, 

including the fishermen community in order to achieve effective 

management of shark species. Fishermen community must be included 

in all stages of shark species management – from planning to 

implementation.  

 There is a need for clear organizational setup and division of duties 

amongst the various Government of India organizations for the creation 

of an NDF for the CITES Appendix II listed species. 
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 There exists a deficiency of scientific data and all participants agree that 

a clear roadmap for scientific assessment of the CITES listed species is 

required.  

 Methodology for uniform data collection and collation needs to be 

created. 

 The Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries (DADF), 

under the Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India, is the apex body 

for the management of shark species and data collection shall be 

coordinated by nodal agencies appointed by them, such as Fishery 

Survey of India and Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute. Further, 

molecular identification technology and expertise on elasmobranchs as 

offered by CMFRI would also be extended for the management of shark 

species. 

 Awareness building activities for the implementation agencies, the 

fishermen community and trader groups on the CITES listed shark 

species and shark based products shall be undertaken by various 

agencies such as MPEDA, CMFRI and FSI.  

 Information material in local coastal languages shall be created with the 

aim to achieve effective outreach at grassroots level.  

 All the participants recognize the need for immense manpower required 

for monitoring of products from CITES listed sharks species at customs 

and port routes. Hence, it has been agreed upon to building capacity to 

facilitate this further.  

 Various coastal regions in India need to identify the CITES listed species 

that they need to prioritize for assessment and management. 

 Traders are key stakeholders and concrete efforts should be made to 

sensitize traders. All participants agree that traders have an obligation to 

follow CITES regulations and strict penalties should exist for violations of 

CITES Appendix II listings by traders.  

 The current catch composition of shark landings shall be analyzed and 

evaluation of the reliance of fishermen livelihoods on CITES Appendix II 

listed shark species shall be assessed.  



28 
 

 There is a challenge in the removal of shark species as part of by-catch. 

Many of the participants agree that sharks that are caught in Indian 

waters ought to be landed whole and utilized fully.  

 There is a need to create concrete steps for identification of pupping 

grounds and catch ranges of the CITES listed species. Further, all 

participants agree that fishermen need to be involved as key members of 

this data collection effort.  

 There is a need to be create legal provisions in order to address the trade 

of CITES listed species. Many of the participants believe that WPA listings 

can be upgraded from time to time vis-à-vis CITES listings, subject to 

development of an NDF for these species. 

 In light of unavailability of sufficient data for the creation of an NDF for 

the CITES Appendix II listed species in India, the trade in these species 

could be conducted using a precautionary approach. 

 

Valedictory session  

The workshop concluded with remarks by Dr. Nanditha Krishna, Director 

CPREEC. She said that the health of oceans is determined by the health of 

sharks in the ocean and hence, they must be conserved and not 

overexploited. She hoped that all the matters decided upon by the delegates 

would be implemented by all their respective countries. She also said that 

Bay of Bengal countries can achieve much more by working together. 

Representing the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change 

(MoEF&CC), Government of India, Mr. Shiv Pal Singh, IFS, Joint Director - 

Wildlife said that the workshop had led to fruitful discussions and hoped 

that member countries  would  achieve their goals. 

Mr. P. Mara Pandiyan, IAS, Principal Secretary, Department of Fisheries, 

Government of Kerala shared his views about the workshop. He appreciated 

the efforts and said that these capacity building workshops will go a long 

way in fulfilling the objectives of CITES.  
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Mr. Hans Raj Verma, IAS, Secretary, Department of Environment and 

Forests, Government of Tamil Nadu, delivered the valedictory address of the 

workshop. He said that sharks are keystone species and are as important to 

oceans as tigers are on land. Just as we aim to protect and conserve tigers 

for land, similarly sharks must be conserved for the ecological health of 

oceans.  

Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER in his concluding speech said that the CITES 

would be happy to help the participating countries further on the 

implementations. He remarked that these meetings were enriching for him 

personally, as there is always scope for more learning.  

Dr. T. Sundaramoorthy, Assistant Director, CPREEC, proposed the vote of 

thanks.  He thanked all the guests and delegates for making the workshop a 

success.  
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ABBREVIATIONS 

AWBI  Animal Welfare Board of India 

ADSGAF Association of Deep Sea Going Artisanal Fishermen 

BoB  Bay of Bengal   

CITES Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of  

  Wild Fauna and Flora  

CMFRI Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute 

CPREEC C.P.R. Environmental Education Centre 

FAO  Food and Agriculture Organization  

FSI  Fishery Survey of India 

HSI  Humane Society International 

IPOA  International Plan of Action  

IUCN  International Union for Conservation of Nature  

IUU   Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing 

IOTC  Indian Ocean Tuna Commission  

NDF  Non-detriment Findings 

NPOA National Plan of Action (for the conservation and management of 

sharks) 

MoEF&CC Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change,  

  Government of India  

MPEDA Marine Products Export Development Authority 

RPOA  Regional Plan of Action for Sharks 

SEAFDEC  Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 
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Annexure – 1  
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CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP ON  
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Manager, 
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Mobile: + 301-318-2423 
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newaz.yasin@gmail.com 
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6.  Bangladesh Dr. Mohammad 
Enamul Hoq 
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Bangladesh 
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Research 
Institute 

Marine Fisheries & 
Technology Station 
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Research Institute 
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Email: dharmadi@kkp.go.id  
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Indonesian Institute of 
Sciences  
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Tel：62-21-64713850 
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Email: fahmi@lipi.go.id  

9.  Maldives Ms. Khadeeja Ali Senior 
Research 
Officer, Marine 
Research 
Center 

Ministry of Fisheries & 
Agriculture 
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Mobile: +960 770 4574 
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10.  Maldives Ms. Fazeela Ahmed 
Shaheem  
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Ministry of 
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Email: 
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11.  Malaysia Dr. Yusri Bin Yusof Fisheries 
Officer, 
Department of 
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CITES Section, Fisheries, Bio-
security Division,  
Department of Fisheries 
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Tel: +94 11 2888581,  
+ 94 71 4465444 
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Ecosystem Project (BOBLME) 
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31.  MoEF&CC Mr. Kamal Datta Joint Director   Wildlife Crime Control 
Bureau, 
Ministry of Environment, 
Forests & Climate Change 
(MoEF&CC), 
Government of India, 
New Delhi 

Mobile 0 96542 81242 
kamaldatta1969@yahoo.co.in  
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33.  MoEF&CC Ms. Santhi Muthu 
Swami Pillai  

Wildlife 
Inspector 

Wildlife Crime Control 
Bureau, 
Government of India, 
C2A, Rajaji Bhavan, Besant 
Nagar, 
Chennai 600 090 
Telephone : +91-44-24916747 
Mobile 0 94451 53277 

34.  MoEF&CC Mr. S. Vinod Kumar Secretary (I/c) Animal Welfare Board of India 
Government of India  

13/1, III Seaward Road 
Valmiki Nagar 
Thiruvanmiyur 
Chennai 600 041  
Mobile 0 98848 81355 
kumarvinod66@rediffmail.com 

35.  CPREEC Dr. P. Sudhakar Joint Director C.P.R. Environmental 
Education Centre  
1 Eldams Road, Alwarpet 
Chennai600 018  
Tel. 044 2433 7023  
Fax. 044 2432 0756  
Email: cpreec@gmail.com  

36.  CPREEC Dr. T. 
Sundaramoorthy  

Assistant 
Director  

C.P.R. Environmental 
Education Centre  
1 Eldams Road, Alwarpet 
Chennai600 018  
Tel. 044 2433 7023  
Fax. 044 2432 0756  
Email: cpreec@gmail.com 

 OTHER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS & RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS  

37.  FSI Mr. P. Tamilarasan  Fisheries 
Scientist 

Fishery Survey of India 
Fishing Harbour Complex 
Royapuram, Chennai-600013 
Tel: 044-25953121 
Fax: 044-25976053 
Mobile 94442 76911 
tamilarasanwildlife@gmail.co
m  

38.  Coast Guard Mr. S.K. Verghese 
 

 DIG CSO 
Headquarters 
Coast Guard Region (East) 
Near Napier‟s Bridge 
Cooum River Mouth 
Chennai 
Mobile 0 94449 09208 
sherryverghese@gmail.com  

mailto:kumarvinod66@rediffmail.com
mailto:cpreec@gmail.com
mailto:cpreec@gmail.com
mailto:tamilarasanwildlife@gmail.com
mailto:tamilarasanwildlife@gmail.com
mailto:sherryverghese@gmail.com
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39.  Customs Dr. S. Periyannan, 
IRS 

Assistant 
Commissioner 

Office of the Commissioner of 
Customs 
Customs House 
60, Rajaji Salai 
Chennai 600 001  
Mobile 0 99413 61776 
drperianna@yahoo.co.in  

40.  CMFRI Dr. Shoba Joe  
Kizhakudan 

Senior Scientist Central Marine Fisheries 
Research Institute (CMFRI) 
Research Centre of CMFRI,  

75, Santhome High Road, R.A. 
Puram, Chennai  600028 
Tel. 044-24617317 
Fax. 044-24617290 
Mobile 9445153672 
shobajoe@cmfri.org.in, 
jkshoba@gmail.com 

41.  MPEDA Dr. Vijaykumar 
Yaragal 

Deputy 
Director  

The Marine Products Export 
Development Authority 
(MPEDA) 
AH-125, 4th Cross 
Santhi Colony 8th Main 
Anna Nagar, Chennai 600 040  
Tel. 044 26269192 
Fax. 044 26265152 
Mobile 94451 51368 
mpedachennai@gmail.com  

42.  ZSI Dr. Rajkumar Rajan 
 

Scientist D Marine Biology Regional 
Centre 
Zoological Survey of India 
(ZSI),  
130, Santhome High Road 
Chennai 600 028 
Telefax. 044 2464 2680 
Mobile 0 94453 95077 

rajkumarrajan@hotmail.com   

43.  ZSI Dr. C. Venkatraman Scientist C  Marine Biology Regional 
Centre 
Zoological Survey of India 
(ZSI),  
130, Santhome High Road 
Chennai 600 028 
Tel. 044 2464 1577 
Fax. 044 2464 2680 
Mobile  94444 28011 
cvramanmbs@yahoo.com  

 DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS  – STATES & UTs  

44.  Andhra 
Pradesh  

Dr. B. 
Chandrasekhar, IFS 

District Forest 
Officer  

Pulicat Bird Sanctuary 
Andhra Pradesh Forest 
Department  
Pulicat, Sulurpet,  Nellore 

mailto:drperianna@yahoo.co.in
mailto:shobajoe@cmfri.org.in
mailto:jkshoba@gmail.com
mailto:mpedachennai@gmail.com
mailto:rajkumarrajan@hotmail.com
mailto:cvramanmbs@yahoo.com
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District  
Andhra Pradesh  
Mobile 0 94408 10071 
Email: dfosekharb@gmail.com  

45.  Andhra 
Pradesh  

Dr. P. 
Sathiyaselvam 
 
  

Conservation 
Biologist  

GOI – UNDP – GEF Project 
EGREE Foundation,  
70 – 3 – 4, Road No. 2 Road, 
Vaidya Nagar,Ramanayapeta,  
Kakinada 533 005 
Mobile 0 94406 24057 

0 9030 984 299 
Telefax 0 884 2366017 
selvamundp@gmail.com  
sathiyaselvam11@rediffmail.co
m  

46.  Gujarat Mr. M.M. Bhalodi, 
IFS 
 

Deputy 
Conservator of 
Forests 
 
 

Office of Chief Conservator of 
Forests, 
Marine National Park, 
Forest Department, 
Government of Gujarat,  
"Van Sankul", Forest Colony,  
Naganath Gate, Indira Marg, 
Jamnagar 361 001, Gujarat  
Tel. 0288-2679357  
Fax. 0288-2770161 
mnpforest@yahoo.com  

47.  Karnataka  Mr. R. Ravishankar, 
IFS  

Deputy 
Conservator of 
Forests 

Karnataka Forest Department  
Kundapur, Karnataka  
Mobile +91-94800 80694 
ravishankarifs@gmail.com  

48.  Kerala  Mr. K.N. Syam 
Mohan Lal, IFS 
 
 

Deputy 
Conservator of 
Forests 
(Wildlife)  

O/of the PCCF (WL) & Chief 
Wildlife Warden, 
Kerala Forest Department, 
Government of Kerala,  
Forest Headquarters, 
Vazhuthacaud, Trivandrum  
695 014 
Tel. 0471-2529312  
Fax. 0471-2320554 
Mobile 0 94479 79023 
syammohanlal@gmail.com  

49.  Odisha  Mr. Chittaranjan 
Mishra, IFS 
 
  

Divisional 
Forest Officer 

Office of The Divisional Forest 
Officer, Puri Wildlife Division,  
C T Road,  
Puri, Pin : 752002 
Telefax. 06752-228281 
Mobile 09437086662 
dfopuri@gmail.com,  
chittaranjan1450@gmail.com 

mailto:dfosekharb@gmail.com
mailto:selvamundp@gmail.com
mailto:sathiyaselvam11@rediffmail.com
mailto:sathiyaselvam11@rediffmail.com
mailto:mnpforest@yahoo.com
mailto:ravishankarifs@gmail.com
mailto:syammohanlal@gmail.com
mailto:dfopuri@gmail.com
mailto:chittaranjan1450@gmail.com
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50.  Maharashtra Mr. Suresh Anant 
Thorat, IFS 
 
 

Additional 
Principal Chief 
Conservator of 
Forests 

O/o Additional Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forests  (WL)  
Western Region, 
Government of Maharashtra,  
Old MHB Colony, 
Near Sailee International 
School, 
Borivali (West),  
Mumbai 400 091 
Tel. 022 2869 2668  

Fax. 022 2869 2593  
Mobile 0 99875 08797 
bluemormone@gmail.com  

51.  Tamil Nadu Mr. K. Elumalai, IFS District Forest 
Officer  

Perambalur Forest Division,  
Trichy Forest Circle, 
Tamil Nadu Forest 
Department, 
175 B/18, North Street,  
Raja Nagar, 
Thuraimangalam, Perambalur  
621 220 
Telefax.  04328224422 
Mobile  94432 82335 
dfopblrd@yahoo.com  

52.  Tamil Nadu Mr. S. Gurusamy, 
IFS 

District Forest 
Officer – 
Sivaganga  

Tamil Nadu Forest 
Department, 
Master Plan Complex, 
Collectorate  Compound, 
Sivaganga 630 562 
Telefax. 04575 240438 
Mobile  0 94431 43388 
dmusvg@gmail.com 
gurudfo@gmail.com  

53.  West Bengal  Mr. Ujjwal 
Bhattacharya, IFS 

  

Chief Wildlife 
Warden,  

Government of West Bengal,  
North Block-3rd Floor,  

Bikas Bhawan,  
Salt Lake City,  
Kolkata 700 091 
Tel. 033-23583208 
033-23345946 
Mobile 0 9163 66 9809(M) 
bengaltiger@vsnl.com 
wbwildlife@gmail.com 
ukb1955@gmail.com  

54.  Puducherry Dr. S. Senthil 
Kumar, IFS 
 

Chief Wildlife 
Warden  

Department of Forest & 
Wildlife Government of 
Puducherry, 
Forest Campus,  
Cuddalore Main Road, 
Mudaliar Pet Post,  
Puducherry 605 004 

mailto:bluemormone@gmail.com
mailto:dfopblrd@yahoo.com
mailto:dmusvg@gmail.com
mailto:gurudfo@gmail.com
mailto:bengaltiger@vsnl.com
mailto:wbwildlife@gmail.com
mailto:ukb1955@gmail.com
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0413-2204808 
0413-2204936 (F) 
08754544374 (M) 
cf.pon@nic.in / 
senifs@gmail.com  

55.  Lakshadweep Mr. Kalpataru Kar,  
IFS 
  

Conservator of 
Forests / Chief 
Wildlife Warden  
  

Environment & Forests 
Department of Environment & 
Forests Lakshadweep 
Administration  
Kavaratti 682 555 

Lakshadweep 
Tel. 04896 262592 
Fax. 04896 262598 
Mobile 0 94471 93592  
0 94361 95974 
kalpatarukar11@gmail.com  
lak-dcf@nic.in  

56.  Lakshadweep Mr. C.N. Abdul 
Raheem, IFS 
 

Environment 
Warden 

Environment & Forests 
Department of Environment & 
Forests Lakshadweep 
Administration  
Agatti 682 553 
Lakshadweep 
Tel. 04894 2442510 
Mobile 0 94964 11555 
abdu_dweep@yahoo.co.in  
forestsagatti@gmail.com  

 DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES  – STATES & UTs  

57.  Kerala  Mr. P. Mara 
Pandiyan, IAS 
  

Principal 
Secretary 
  

Department of Fisheries, 
Government of Kerala, 
Secretariat, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
Tel. 0471- 2321129 
Fax. 0471-232 7795  
fisheriesgov@gmail.com  

58.  Odisha  Mr. P. Krishna 
Mohan 

Director 
 

Office of the Director of 
Fisheries 
Department of Fisheries  
Government of Odisha 
Cuttack 
Fax. 0671 – 241052 
Mobile  0 94371 89609 
pkmohanifs@gmail.com 

59.  Tamil Nadu  Mr. G. Arumugam Joint Director 
of Fisheries  

Department of Fisheries  
Government of Tamil Nadu 
DMS Compound 
Chennai 600 018  
Tel.044 24938596 
Mobile 0 94420 40607 
arumugamjdf@gmail.com  

mailto:cf.pon@nic.in
mailto:senifs@gmail.com
mailto:kalpatarukar11@gmail.com
mailto:lak-dcf@nic.in
mailto:abdu_dweep@yahoo.co.in
mailto:forestsagatti@gmail.com
mailto:fisheriesgov@gmail.com
mailto:pkmohanifs@gmail.com
mailto:arumugamjdf@gmail.com
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60.  Puducherry Mr. G. 
Sivapragasam 
 
 

Sub-Inspector 
of Fisheries 

Department of Fisheries & 
Fishermen Welfare, 
Botanical Garden Premises, 
Puducherry- 605 001 
Tel.  0413-2336538, 228761 
Fax  : 0413-2220614 
Mobile No. : 9486367298 
gsivapragasam@gmail.com  

61.  Puducherry  Mr. R. 
Soundarapandian  

 
 

Assistant 
Director of 

Fisheries  

Department of Fisheries & 
Fishermen Welfare, 

Botanical Garden Premises, 
Puducherry- 605 001  
Tel. 0413-2336538, 228761 
Fax. 0413-2220614 
Mobile No. : 9952460301 
soundarad@ymail.com  

62.  Andaman & 
Nicobar 
Islands  

Mr. Mohammed 
Tahir  
 

Assistant 
Director of 
Fisheries 
  

Department of Fisheries  
Andaman & Nicobar 
Administration 
Port Blair 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
Tel. 03192-240095/232770 
Fax. 03192 231474 
Mobile 0 94342 63479 
dirfish.and@nic.in  

 MEMBRS OF FISHERMEN ASSOCIATION – STATES & UTs 

63.  Andhra 
Pradesh  

Mr. Yellam Naidu 
 

Executive 
Secretary 
 

District Fishermen‟s Youth 
Welfare Association, 
14-8.27/1A.  Bhanojithola 
B.C.Road, 
Gajuwaka, Vishakapatnam – 
530026 
Andhra Pradesh  
Landline No. 08912701228 
Mobile No. 0 97046 90788 
Email :  dfywa.ap@gmail.com  

64.  Goa Mr. Olencio Simoes  
 

Secretary  National Fishworkers' Forum 
(NFF) 
and Joint General Secretary of 
Goenchea Ramponkarancho 
Ekvott (GRE) Goa 
Landscape  Pinto  Park 
Flat No.344,  2nd Floor, Block -
3, D.B. Road, Campal, Panaji, 
Tiswadi-Goa.403001 
Tel.  08322426468 
Mobile No.0 91588 75851 
olencio365@yahoo.co.in  

mailto:gsivapragasam@gmail.com
mailto:soundarad@ymail.com
mailto:dirfish.and@nic.in
mailto:dfywa.ap@gmail.com
mailto:olencio365@yahoo.co.in
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65.  Karnataka  Mr. Niyaz Bawa 
 
 

Managing 
Director 

Niyaz Sea Foods, 
Old Fishing Port , 
South Wharf. Bunder,  
Mangalore 575 001Karnataka  
Mobile  0 89049 93890 
Mob: 07829829333 
niyazbawa@gmail.com  

66.  Kerala Mr. T. Peter 
 

Secretary   
 

National Fishworkers' Forum 
(NFF) 
UDAYAM,   Valiaveli Post 

Trivandrum – 695021, Kerala 
Tel. 0471 2705239 
Mobil No : 08289905239 
peter.ksmtf@gmail.com 

67.  Odisha Mr. Sankar Behera 
 
 

General 
Secretary 

East Coast Fish Workers 
Union (ECFWU) C/O. IMSE,  
195 Jodhpur Park,  
Kolkata 700 068, West Bengal  
Tel. 033 24732740 
Fax  033-24725571 
Mobile No. 0 90388 69482/ 
0  94374 36625 
bipimse@cal.vsnl.net.in 

68.  Maharashtra  Mr. Narendra  
Ramachandra  Patil  
 

General 
Secretary 

National Fishworkers' Forum 
(NFF) 
At & Post - Satpati 
Taluka -  Palghar,   
Dist : Thane   
Maharashtra 
rpatilnarendra@gmail.com  

69.  Tamil Nadu Mr. J. Vincent Jain 
 

Representative National Mission Team on 
Conservation of Sharks India 
C/o. Association of Deep Sea 
Going Artisanal Fishermen 
(ADSGAF) 
College Road, Thoothoor 
Kanyakumari District 
Mobile 0 95856 15351 
jain1.siffs@gmail.com  

 NGOs & OTHERS    

70.  HSI India  Mr. N.G. Jayasimha 
 

Managing 
Director 

Humane Society International 
– India  
50/A, Lane #3, Street #3, 
Indian Airlines Colony, 
Begumpet,  
Secunderabad 500 003 
040 2790 2601  
Mobile 0 94907 32614 
jayasimhahsi@gmail.com  

mailto:niyazbawa@gmail.com
mailto:peter.ksmtf@gmail.com
mailto:bipimse@cal.vsnl.net.in
mailto:rpatilnarendra@gmail.com
mailto:jain1.siffs@gmail.com
mailto:jayasimhahsi@gmail.com
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71.  HSI India Ms. C. Samyukta 
 

Campaign 
Manager – 
Wildlife  

Humane Society International 
– India  
50/A, Lane #3, Street #3, 
Indian Airlines Colony, 
Begumpet,  
Secunderabad 500 003 
040 2790 2601 (Ext:24)    
0 90008 46677 
csamyukta@hsi.org  

72.  Traffic India  Mr. Shubhobroto 

Ghosh 
 

Senior 

Programme 
Officer 

Traffic India  

C/o, WWF India 
172-B, Lodi Estate 
New Delhi 110 003 
Tel. 011 43516200 
Mobile 0 99539 65242 
trafficind@wwfindia.net  
sgpowerofwords@gmail.com 
sghosh@wwfindia.net  

73.  Manta Trust Dr. T. Mohanraj 
  

Project Leader 
(India) 
 

Manta Trust, 
80/2A, Muthukrishnapuram 
6th Street, 
Tuticorin 628 001 
Tel. 0461 2361050 
Mobile 0 99653 71050 
mohanraj@mantatrust.org  

74.  Scholar  Mr. Kyle Corrie British School  B-32, Shanthi Kunj, 
Church Road, Vasanth Kunj, 
New Delhi 
kyle.bumpers@gmail.com  

 

 

 

  

mailto:csamyukta@hsi.org
mailto:trafficind@wwfindia.net
mailto:sgpowerofwords@gmail.com
mailto:sghosh@wwfindia.net
mailto:mohanraj@mantatrust.org
mailto:kyle.bumpers@gmail.com
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Dignitaries (L to R)  

Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, Technical Officer, CITES Secretariat 

Mr. M.L. Srivastava, IFS, Deputy Inspector General of Forests (Wildlife and Forest Protection), MoEF&CC, 
Government of India 
Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, Chairman, CPREEC 
Dr. Nanditha Krishna, Director, CPREEC  

Mr. N.G. Jayasimha, Managing Director, HSI India 

 

 
Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, Technical Officer, CITES Secretariat giving his opening 

remarks 
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Mr. M.L. Srivastava, IFS, Deputy Inspector General of Forests (Wildlife and Forest 

Protection), MoEF&CC, Government of India delivering the presidential address 

 

 
Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, Chairman, CPREEC delivering the inaugural address 
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Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, Chairman, CPREEC interacting with the participants 

 

 
A view of the participants  
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Ms. C. Samyukta, Campaign Manager – Wildlife, HSI India making her presentation 

 

 
Dr. Shoba Joe, Senior Scientist, CMFRI making her presentation  
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Dr. Vijaykumar Yaragal, Deputy Director, MPEDA, Chennai making his presentation 

 

 
Mr. Shubhobroto Ghosh, Senior Programme Officer, TRAFFIC India  

addressing the participants 
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Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, Technical Officer, CITES Secretariat making his 

presentation 

 

 
Dr. Yimin Ye, Chief, Marine & Inland Fisheries Branch, FAO addressing the 

participants  
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Dr. Yugaraj Singh Yadava, Director, Bay of Bengal Programme – Inter Governmental 

Organization (BoBP-IGO), Chennai addressing the participants  

 

 
Panel Members (L to R)  

Dr. Yugaraj Singh Yadava, BoBP-IGO, Chennai 
Dr. David Wilson, Deputy Secretary & Science Manager, IOTC, Seychelles 
Ms. Nishanthi Perera, Programme Officer, SACEP, Sri Lanka and  
Mr. C.M. Muralidharan, Project Manager/Field Administrative Officer, BOBLME, Thailand 
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Mr. Ahmad Bin Ali, Senior Research Officer, SEAFDEC, Malaysia interacting with 

the Panel Members 

 

 
Mr. Tarun Kathula, Project Officer – GoI UNDP, 

Wildlife Division, MoEF&CC interacting with the Panel Members 
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Dr. Nanditha Krishna, Director, CPREEC giving a brief introduction about Dasavatharam – 

Ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu at the cultural event 

 

 
Shri. Zakir Hussain performing at the cultural event 
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Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, CITES Secretariat, speaking on CITES listing requirements  

 

 
Ms. Monica Barone, CITES Secretariat, speaking on the Outcome of Xiamen workshop 
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Ms. Isabel Jarrett, The PEW Charitable Trust addressing on the outcome of the PEW 

Colombo Workshop  

 

 
Participants at the poster session  
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Mr. Tom & Mr. Ahmad Bin Ali took the Chair – Discussion on implementation of shark 

and manta rays listing in the Bay of Bengal region  

 

 
Dr. Naing Zaw Htun, Assistant Director, Ministry of Environmental Conservation and 

Forestry, Myanmar participating in the discussion  
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Mr. Fahmi, Research Centre for Oceanography, Indonesia participating in the 

discussion 

 

 
Mr. P. Tamilarasan, Fisheries Scientist, FSI, Chennai participating in the discussion 
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Participants identifying shark fins  

 

 

 
Mr. Vincent Jain. Representative, ADSGAF making his presentation  
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Group discussion – National participants Chaired by  

Mr. Mara Pandiyan, IAS and Mr. Shiv Pal Singh, IFS 

 

 
Mr. Olencio Simoes, Representative fishermen associations participating in the group 

discussion  
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Group discussion – International participants Chaired by  

Dr. David Wilson, IOTC and Mr. C.M. Muralidharan, BOBLME 

 

 
Ms. Fazeela Ahmed Shaheem, Legal Officer, Ministry of Environment and Energy, 

Maldives participating in the group discussion  
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Dr. Nanditha Krishna, Director, CPREEC at the valedictory function  

 

 
Mr. Shiv Pal Singh, IFS, Joint Director – Wildlife, MoEF&CC, Government of India 

addressing the participants at the valedictory function 
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Concluding remarks by Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, Technical Officer, CITES 

Secretariat 

 

 
Mr. Mara Pandiyan, IAS, Principal Secretary, Department of Fisheries, Government of 

Kerala sharing his views at the valedictory function 
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Mr. Hans Raj Verma, IAS, Secretary, Department of Environment & Forests, 

Government of Tamil Nadu delivering the valedictory address 
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