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HUMANE SOCIETY
INTERNATIOMAL

CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP ON CITES APPENDIX II LISTINGS OF
SHARKS AND MANTA RAY SPECIES

AUGUST 26 - 28, 2014
CHENNAI, INDIA

Sharks are keystone species and their abundance and health are critical to
the balance of the marine ecosystem. Recognizing the threat that many
shark species face due to their utilization in trade, at the last Conference of
the Parties (CoP16) to CITES, Parties agreed to list additional species of
sharks and rays on the CITES Appendices.

Five shark species and all manta rays were added to Appendix II at CITES
CoP16 in 2013. These include the oceanic whitetip shark; the porbeagle
shark; scalloped, smooth and great hammerhead sharks; as well as the
great and reef manta rays. These joined other sharks and rays
(elasmobranchs) that had already been included in the CITES Appendices

over the past decade.

The giant manta ray, the reef manta ray, the oceanic whitetip shark, the
porbeagle shark and the smooth hammerhead shark are listed as vulnerable
on the IUCN Red List. Further, the scalloped and great hammerhead sharks
are listed as endangered, thereby considered to be facing a very high risk of
extinction. Given that most of these shark species are highly migratory and
traverse the waters of many nations, it is imperative that all such nations
come together to form cohesive and structured plans for implementation of

shark conservation measures.



The CITES Parties agreed to a deadline of September 14, 2014 for the
implementation of these new appendix II listings in order to allow for CITES
member nations to build capacity amongst their respective governments for

the enforcement of these listings.

The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC),
Government of India, in collaboration with C.P.R. Environmental Education
Centre (CPREEC) (a centre of Excellence of the MoEF&CC) and Humane
Society International (HSI) India, organized the ‘Capacity Building Workshop
on CITES Appendix II listings of Sharks and Manta Ray Species’ from 26-28
August, 2014 at Chennai. A total of 74 participants comprising of
international and national participants as well as resource persons
participated in the workshop (Refer Annexure -1 for the complete list of

participants of the workshop).

Inaugural Session

Day 1 - August 26, 2014

Welcome Address by Dr. Nandita Krishna

Dr. Nanditha Krishna, Director, CPREEC, Chennai, welcomed the delegates
and the dignitaries to the workshop. Dr. Nanditha Krishna in her address
said that sharks are keystone species and their survival is essential for the
ecological health of seas and oceans. She applauded the initiative taken by
CITES to protect sharks and rays through the recent listing. Dr. Krishna
stressed on the important role played by the various stake holders including
the Coast Guard in the protection of sharks. She said that sharks need to be
protected not only because shark populations are depleting, but also to save
them from the cruelty of finning. She stated that to this extent, shark
conservation had an overlap between animal welfare and conservation
issues. Concluding the address, she hoped that this workshop would build
new capacity and methods for the conservation of shark species in the

region.



Opening address by Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER

In the opening remarks, Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, Technical Officer, CITES
Secretariat said that in March 2013, it was agreed upon to include five
shark species and two manta ray species in Appendix II of CITES. These new
shark species are commercially viable for international trade and thus, their

listing is very important.

Explaining the objectives of the workshop, he said that the listings of these
species under Appendix II would make trade of the products from these
species traceable through the CITES certification system. Further, he
emphasized upon the fact that the listing would not imply a ban in
commercial trade; but instead trade would be regulated with transparency
and accountability. He said that this meeting was designed to focus on
effective implementation. Finally, he thanked FAO for their collaboration and

cooperation.

Stressing on the role of all the stakeholders in sustainable use and
conservation of these listed species, he said that an effective collaboration
among all the stakeholders is must to move forward from the Sri Lanka and

Xiamen workshop outcomes.
Presidential address by Mr. M. L. Srivastava

Mr. M. L. Srivastava, IFS, Deputy Inspector General of Forests (Wildlife and
Forest Protection), MoEF&CC, Government of India, in his address stated
that India had listed ten species of sharks in the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972 thus initiating conservation of these species. He also said that the
Government of India has taken steps to ban shark finning through a

national policy circular.

He noted that there is a need to sensitize people about shark finning in all

the countries that are involved in shark trade.

He also said that collaboration and cooperation of all stakeholders is

required to implement the decisions taken at CoP 16. He opined that



traceability techniques and tools must be looked into for the effective

conservation of sharks and rays.

Inaugural Address by Dr. M. S. Swaminathan

Inaugurating the workshop, Dr. M. S. Swaminathan, Chairman, CPREEC
said that CITES is an important instrument in saving all life (flora and
fauna). He pointed out that a lot of gap in knowledge exists between a
layman and a specialist and this is where these capacity building workshops
assume importance. He appreciated the international communities for
standing up for the common cause of conservation and sustainable use.
Speaking on the trade he said, “Trade can either promote conservation or
hamper it”. Trade and biodiversity laws are interconnected and hence, the
role of CITES is very important in the field of conservation education. He
said that after education, the second aspect of conservation is social
mobilization. Citing the example of the Gulf of Mannar Trust that was
started to mobilize the locals for conservation in the Gulf of Mannar, he said
that conservation was effective only through local partnership and
trusteeship. Thus, social mobilization is very important. This must be

followed by regulation which is very important for ecological development.
Vote of thanks by Mr. N. G. Jayasimha

Mr. N. G. Jayasimha, Managing Director, Humane Society International
(HSI), India proposed the vote of thanks. He thanked the CITES
Management Authority of India for taking this initiative and also the
participants for their cooperation. He wished the participants for a fruitful

workshop and hoped that the workshop would achieve its objectives.



TECHNICAL SESSIONS

Topic: Understanding sharks and the need for coordinated

conservation of the species.

Speaker: Ms. C. Samyukta Campaign Manager — Wildlife, Humane Society

International — India

Starting the technical sessions, Ms. C. Samyukta, Campaign Manager —
Wildlife, HSI-India talked about the nature and habits of sharks as a
species. She said that the key reason for organizing this workshop is that
sharks are an extremely important and commercially viable resource. Hence,

their sustainable use and conservation has to gain importance.

She talked about the varied habits, habitats and features of sharks. She
explained how the population was under threat due to characteristics such
as slow growth and late maturity. She also noted that there has been a
decreased demand for shark fin based products even though the export from
India was still significant. She said that no one country can implement any
policy or conservation method alone and hence, multinational collaboration
and cooperation is required. She emphasized on the need for uniformity in
fishing regulations in the region. She pointed out that an ideal team for
effective conservation of shark and ray species would consist of a strong
representation from inter and intra governmental agencies, fishermen
community, NGOs as well as strong legislation and conventions on shark

conservation.

Topic: Overview of India’s shark fisheries

Speaker: Dr. Shoba Joe, Senior Scientist, Central Marine Fisheries

Research Institute (CMFRI), Chennai

Providing an overall picture on shark fisheries in India, Dr. Shoba Joe, said
that CMFRI was the only institute in fisheries research in India that has

been collecting actual commercial landing data from 1960s to date. She



explained that CMFRI pools the accumulated data and extrapolates the

national data.

According to her findings, maximum landing of Elasmobranchs comprising
of sharks, rays, skates and guitar fishes was seen in the year 1998. In 2012,
52.6 thousand tonnes of elasmobranchs were landed. Recently, rays have
taken over sharks in landing which is a cause of concern. She said that
mechanized trawl nets bring in maximum landing which is at about 43.3%
of the total landing. Further, she explained that these figures are a cause of
concern as the by-catch consists of sharks which have not yet reached

maturity.

She pointed out that most of the species targeted or landed come under
least concern group under IUCN review list on shark, rays and chimaera
species. Thus, there is a need to relook at data for taking up any measures.
According to stock analysis done by CMFRI, Elasmobranchs have become
less abundant or are declining. Further, Indian shark fishery is dominated
by sharks under the maturity size. Deep waters are yielding more results as

can be seen by the increase in trawl net operations.

She explained that a total ban on shark fishing was not a solution. Instead,
there is a need to look into management measures and regulations. She
stated that representation from the fishing community is a must for proper

implementation of any regulations and also for conservation.

Stressing on the role of fishermen, she said that species knowledge such as
know-how on grounds where the species are located, their pupping grounds
etc. lies with the fishermen and hence, awareness and capacity building
workshops for them is a must. Once this is achieved, then regulation would

become a lot easier.

Topic: Overview of trade in shark based products from India

Speaker: Dr. Vijaykumar Yaragal, Deputy Director, The Marine Products
Export Development Authority (MPEDA), Chennai

8



Dr. Vijaykumar Yaragal provided an overall picture about the total shark
exports from India. He said that China, Singapore and Hong Kong are the
major importers of shark based products in the form of dry fins, fin rays and

bones.

He stated that shark is a by-catch and that there is no special fishing done
for this species. He said that in trawl nets, sharks captured are almost in
dying stage due to the increasing pressure from other trapped fishes. Thus,
awareness is very important as trawl nets account for major share of shark
landings in India. He said that Gujarat state fisheries is ready to provide
compensation to fishermen who are willing to cut their gill nets when a
shark is captured rather than landing it. He also pointed out that since
shark fins are very easily processed, dried and stored due to which many

people would readily enter into the fin business.

He added that in addition to regular uses like oil, cosmetics, soup, etc., the
meat is also consumed in various parts of the world including in India,
especially in the state of Kerala. He informed the audience that as per
MPEDA’s data, shark fin exports have increased in Chennai from 5.41

crores in 2008-09 to 15.29 crores in 2013-14.

He listed some tentative measures for conservation of the species, which

included the following:

e Posting fishery inspectors in all fishing harbours

e Ensuring that custom officials have sufficient shark fin identification
knowledge

e Enforcing a clause such as “Shark fishing is punishable/banned/not
permitted” at the time of registration of fishing vessels

e Conducting awareness and training programs for fishermen

e Providing a toll free number at all fishing harbours to facilitate speedier
rescue efforts and reporting of violations of regulations

o Observation of state wise ‘shark conservation month’ every year



Topic: Overview of protections afforded to shark and ray species

under Indian legislation

Speaker: Mr. Shubhobroto Ghosh. Senior Programme Officer TRAFFIC
(INDIA), New Delhi

Mr. Shubhobroto Ghosh focused on the details of the protections given to
shark and ray species under Indian legislation. He listed out the existing
legislation affecting sharks in India, varying from provisions under the

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 to National Environment Tribunal Act, 1995.

He stated that the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 offers protection to ten
species of sharks, rays and sawfishes. According to a joint study conducted
by TRAFFIC and PEW, India is the world’s second largest shark fishing
nation. Further, he stated that despite these protections there is a

discernible growth in shark trade.

He pointed out the need for stronger legislation in India for sharks in the
absence of adequate data on shark fisheries, absence of comprehensive
NPOA for sharks and lack of a CITES component in the Indian Wildlife
Protection Act. He stressed on the urgent need for creation of the NPOA for
all the neighbouring member countries which would take care of concerns

over shark listings and their overall protection.

He listed the following points as a requirement for improved conservation of

sharks:
e Conduct consistent scientific and trade research
e Ensure transparency in shark trade data

e C(Clarify the role and implementation of the shark finning policy as part of

Indian legislation

e Ensure involvement of fishermen and safeguard fishermen community

interests

10



Allow organizations such as WWF, TRAFFIC, IUCN, CMFRI, HSI, MPEDA
and CPREEC as well as the fishing communities to aid the MoEF&CC in

framing of future legislation and policies

Ensure greater involvement of judiciary and judicial workshops to

examine current laws and interpretations
Encourage and allow for cross pollination of ideas

Mr. Shubobroto’s talk raised many comments on legislative practices
from the Indian participants in the audience. Many of the representatives
from the fisheries departments raised the issue of lack of investigation
power afforded to the Fisheries Department under the Wildlife Protection
Act, 1972. They noted that the field officers of the Department of
Fisheries in all the coastal states get full information on the species
landed in the landing centers, whereas, the forest officers rarely visit
these places. In the event that a banned species (under WLPA or CITES)
is landed, the forest department has to be intimated and they are often
dependent on the fishing community or the fisheries field officers in the
area to investigate such matters. Hence, it was suggested that Fisheries
Officers be given some powers under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, so
that they can themselves initiate actions for such offences. This would
help to comprehensively cover any illegal landing of sharks or manta

rays.

Topic: Introduction to CITES and overview of new CITES listing of

sharks and manta rays

Speaker: Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER. Technical Officer, CITES Secretariat

Talking about Cites and its objectives Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER said that

CITES is the largest among biodiversity conventions and its objective is to

ensure that wild flora and fauna are not exploited unsustainably.
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He described ‘legality’, ‘sustainability’ and ‘traceability’ as the three pillars in
trade and wide use of resources keeping in view the socio economic
consequences. He said that these would lead to correct assessment of data
about the species in any country and would be helpful in focusing on issues

like conservation or regulation of trade.

Topic: Overview of global and regional trade in sharks and manta

rays
Speaker: Dr. Yimim Ye, FAO, Rome, Italy

Dr. Yimim Ye explained that while CITES ensures that international trade in
specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival, FAO
on the other hand sees to it that there is sustainable management and

utilization of natural resources.

He talked about the collaboration between FAO and CITES. Referring to
trade, he said that the world’s top 26 fishing countries produce 84% of the
global shark catches as reported to FAO. Further, 30% of the world’s fish
species are overfished. He explained that a decision on whether a species is
threatened or overfished was made from data on its stock abundance. He
asked all the member countries to make an effort to improve data on stocks

as this would help in correct decision making.

He said that the IPOA adopted in 1999 did have an impact on shark
catching as could be seen from the global shark landings reported to FAO.
In a review on IPOA conducted by FAO, it was found that most countries
have taken steps to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing
and internationally binding shark measures are in place for the majority of

high seas covered by Regional Fishery Bodies (RFBs).

Detailing the collaboration between FAO with CITES, he said that FAO

would continue the collaboration with CITES on
e Commercially exploited aquatic species

12



e Implementation of CITES shark listings

e Further consultations with Latin America and Asia

Further, FAO would review and monitor the status of listed species as well

as develop strategies and plans for technical assistance.

Topic: Introduction to the Draft National Plan of Action on sharks,

rays and skates for India
Speaker: Dr. Yugaraj Yadava, Director, BOBP-IGO, Chennai

Dr. Yugaraj Yadava talked about BOBP-IGO and its objectives. He explained
the role of the BOBP as an Inter-Governmental Organization mandated to
enhance the cooperation among member countries, other countries and
organizations in the region. Further, it is also mandated to provide technical
and management advisory services for sustainable coastal fisheries

development and management in the Bay of Bengal region.

He then explained the ten objectives of IPOA and the process employed by
BOBP-IGO in formulating India’s NPOA. He talked about activities such as
engagement of stakeholders in the development, implementation and review
of the plan, preparation of Shark Assessment Report (SAR), creation of
timelines to respond to issues identified in the SAR, identification of
responsible agencies for implementation and finally, reporting processes to

FAO.

He then went through the NPOA draft created by his team for India. He
explained how this draft contained information on detailed action proposed
for status of sharks, data collection and assessment, catch reporting,
livelihood issues of directed shark fishers and an implementation plan. He
also talked about the monitoring and evaluation plans created under the

NPOA.

13



Panel Discussion: Regional Fisheries management organizations and

regional initiatives

Panel Members:

Dr. Yugaraj Yadava, Director, BOBP-IGO, Chennai

Dr. David Wilson, Deputy Secretary & Science Manager, IOTC, Seychelles
Ms. Nishanthi Perera, Programme Officer, SACEP, Sri Lanka

Mr. C.M. Muralidharan, Project Manager/Field Administrative Officer,
BOBLME, Thailand

The technical session was followed by a panel discussion and Q & A session
on Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RMFOs), regional
initiatives and their contribution to national shark management policy.
Panel members included representatives from IOTC, SACEP, BOBLME and
BOBP-IGO. The panel talked about how each of the RMFOs contributed to
shark management measures. The questions from audience ranged from
issues on NPOA, the timeline to develop RPOA, availability of guides and
booklets on listed species in regional languages etc. All the questions were

satisfactorily answered by the panel members.
Cultural Evening and Dinner

The day ended with a cultural programme hosted by CPREEC. Shri Zakir
Hussain, a noted classical dancer, performed Dasavatharam - the ten
incarnations of Lord Vishnu. Participants spent time interacting with each
other informally over the dinner that was organized at the end of the

programme.
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Day 2 - August 27, 2014
Topic: CITES listing requirements
Speaker: Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, Technical Officer, CITES Secretariat

Speaking on the CITES listing requirements, Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER
explained that countries wishing to export, re-export and/or import
specimens of the recently CITES-listed sharks and rays after 14th September
2014 have to meet certain requirements such as ensuring the trade would
not be detrimental to the survival of the species, through scientific
assessments on species status in the national/ regional territory, ensuring
that trade is conducted in specimens that were legally acquired, through
monitoring, revision of fishery laws, etc and ensuring that trade is supported
by CITES permits or certificates, through collaboration of CITES authorities
and fisheries agencies. He reiterated the concepts of legality, sustainability
and traceability. He also talked about the role of ‘legal acquisition findings’
in the verification process of specimens that were intended for export and
re-export. He restated that ‘sustainability’ implied determining that
proposed trade would not be detrimental to the survival of the species and
‘traceability’ implied recording and tracing trade from the country of origin

to the destination country.

He said that the NDF is an effective advice by the CITES Scientific Authority
of the exporting country on the effect of proposed trade on survival of the
species. He asked the member countries to explore methods for making
NDFs, share experiences and examples of ways of making NDFs through
regional or sub-regional workshops. He advised them to maintain written
records of the science-based rationale included in the Scientific Authorities’
NDF assessments and to offer, on request, cooperative assistance to

developing countries, for improvement of capacity to make NDFs, based on

nationally identified needs.

Concluding the presentation, he said that CITES would always be ready to

provide any kind of technical support as required by the parties.

15



Topic: Outcome of the Xiamen workshop
Speaker: Ms. Monica Barone, CITES Secretariat

Ms. Monica Barone went through the outcomes derived from the Xiamen
workshop. She detailed the priority actions recommended along with the
associated short term activities decided upon. The main policy actions as

elaborated by her are as follows:

e Improvement of data collection by developing field guides for sharks and
rays, using pre-existing material. Encourage the use of local knowledge
and support data collection through logbook and/or observer programs

and others as feasible.

e Strengthening national legislation, enforcement (monitoring, control and
surveillance) and international cooperation by producing user friendly
and reliable identification tools for CITES-listed shark species and their
products to enable timely procedures by customs and enforcement
officers. Increasing the number of enforcement staff and setting up a
regular consultation mechanism among relevant agencies (fisheries and

CITES) etc.

e Strengthening conservation and management measures by consulting
with various categories of stakeholders and developing and implementing

comprehensive awareness programs etc.

e Enhancing training and capacity building/human resource development

by providing user friendly guides for non-experts.

e Securing funding by inviting the CITES Secretariat and FAO to identify

funding availability from international and other donors, etc.

16



Topic: Outcome of the PEW Colombo workshop

Speaker: Ms. Isabel Jarrett, Associate, The PEW Charitable Trusts
Washington D.C.

Ms. Isabel Jarrett, went through the outcomes of the workshop held on July
30 - 31, 2014 in Colombo, Sri Lanka wherein the participating countries
recognized the need for improved data collection for regional cooperation,
capacity building and scientific collaboration as well as for financial support

for CITES compliance with the new listings.

Topic: Discussion on Implementation of shark and manta ray

listing in the Bay of Bengal (BoB) region

Chaired By: Mr. Ahmad Bin Ali, Senior Research Officer, Department of
Fisheries Malaysia/SEAFDEC-MFRDMD and Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER,
Technical Officer, CITES Secretariat

This discussion focused on the implementation of shark and manta ray
listings in the BOB region. Representatives from participating countries
presented their plan and ideas on how to move forward from Xiamen and
Colombo workshops, priorities in the sub-region and what kind of existing
mechanisms could be used for the implementation of the CITES listings.
The main information shared by the representatives of the participating

nations is as follows:
Bangladesh

The representative from Bangladesh said that about 20-30 shark species are
present/ recorded by the Bangladesh Fisheries Department. There is no
proper data on stocks. The country has recorded landing data from eight
spots but data collection is not a regular activity. Shark was not a target
species initially in Bangladesh’s fisheries, but in the last two years sharks

have become a targeted species. Consumption of shark meat was limited

17



and thus, it can be said that shark was exported to other countries. There

exists illegal trade with Myanmar and India.

He informed the chair that Bangladesh’s NPOA preparation is in its final
stages and being worked upon with the help of BOBP-IGO. They are trying
to develop capacity to conserve species. A key-book on listed and present
shark species will also be developed. The main focus right now is on
awareness building among fishermen. He concluded that the five CITES

listed species are not listed in Bangladesh’s export data.
Sri Lanka

The representative from Sri Lanka said that sharks are by-catch and not
targeted. In Sri Lanka, there are two regulations for sharks wherein shark
finning is banned. There is 100% utilization of the landed shark. Meat
consumption is prevalent in the country. Data collection is done by following
certain pre-fixed format. New log books are being developed. The NDF will be
developed upon consultation with stakeholders. Species wise shark fin trade
data is currently not available. She also said that Sri Lanka would require
financial assistance for the creation of the NDF and also for the organization
of a regional workshop on implementation of listings. The Chair asked Sri

Lankan representatives to look into other trade in addition to shark fins.
Indonesia

The representative from Indonesia said that the country has made progress
in CITES listed species. Data collection has improved due to appointment of
data collectors in major fish landing areas. Data collection is also being done
through observers. For scalloped hammerhead, a NDF is complete. The
representative said that steps will be taken to increase social awareness and
to improve Marine Protected Areas. He also said that training in species
identification for various stakeholders and at the major landing areas would
be the nation’s first priority. There was a request from Indonesia’s
representative for technical support for all developing countries for creation

of NDFs and for creation of regional NDFs for certain species. The Chair

18



suggested that countries should work with foreign scientists and specialists

in stock assessment.
Malaysia

The representative from Malaysia said that the country will enforce zero
quota export for all sharks and Manta rays listed under CITES from 15
September 2014. NDFs for hammerhead sharks cannot be proceed due to
poor landing data and trades. The country has started a pilot project on
data collection of sharks and rays landing up to species level funded by
BOBLME in 2013 and there are three management committees created in
the country for sharks. Another pilot project on data collection of landing
data up to species level will be started next year in collaboration with
SEAFDEC. Malaysia enforced total ban on serving of shark fins soup in all
government functions in 2014. Malaysia implementing the NPOA-Shark
since 2005 and the second NPOA-Shark (Plan 2) for duration 2014-2018 are
in implementing stage. Malaysia also seeks technical advice on the DNA
identification of newly listed sharks and manta rays especially on their
derivatives. The Chair suggested that a labeling system could be considered

for traceability.
Thailand

The representative from Thailand said that no decision had been taken as
far as zero quota was concerned. Training is being provided for inspectors
and they will continue to monitor and check imports and exports at the

borders.
Myanmar

The representative from Myanmar said that they have one Marine Protected
Area and the Department of Fisheries has one protected area for sharks.
Regarding sustainability of marine resources, Myanmar has many
management policies. They would be looking at promoting eco-tourism to
promote alternative livelihoods. The data needs to be updated since the

country has data from 2004 only. He also informed the Chair that zero

19



quota is a likely proposition and no concrete decision has been taken yet.
They will be concentrating on regional cooperation with producing and user
countries. Capacity building for law enforcement agencies for species

identification will also taken up as top priority.
Maldives

The representative from Maldives said that consultations with stakeholders
had been organized in April 2014. There are no exports, though imports are
permitted. They have a log book for Tuna fishing wherein fishermen must
record shark by-catch up to genus level. The other regulations are under

process.
India

The representative from India said that a bill incorporating CITES
convention into Wildlife Protection Act is awaiting approval from the
Parliament. A survey on shark populations is currently being conducted by
FSI. There are strong, rigid and scientific data collection methods in India
and stock assessments are conducted regularly. The representative hoped
that the NPOA would act as a key document for future action and reported
that a draft of the NPOA was ready for review. Steps would be taken for
training all the stakeholders in the identification of listed species. He also
expressed that augmentation of staff at different trade and/or export exit

points is a matter of concern.

Topic: Tools: Shark fin and Manta ray ID guides

Speaker: Ms. Isabel Jarrett, Associate The PEW Charitable Trust,
Washington D.C.

Ms. Isabel Jarrett talked about the various methods available for
identification of the listed species of sharks by their fins and manta rays by
their gill plates. All the delegates were provided with different samples of

shark fins and were trained to identify the listed species based on the color,
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and shape and cartilage of the fins. At the end of the presentation, delegates
were able to conduct basic identifications. They could distinguish fins of
listed shark species from those of non-listed species and could also

distinguish between gill plates from manta and mobula rays.

Topic: Role of Fishermen in conservation of shark species

Speaker: Mr. J. Vincent Jain, Representative, National Mission Team on
Conservation of Sharks India, Association of Deep Sea Going Artisanal

Fishermen (ADSGAF), Thoothoor, Kanyakumari.

Mr. Vincent Jain’s presentation was on the role of fishermen in conservation
of shark species. He said that there is a need to involve fishermen in all
stages — starting from planning and going upto implementation for any
fishing regulations. Before listing any species under any regulation or act,
the opinion of the fishermen must be taken as they are the best source of
knowledge for any species. He stated that fishermen alone can rehabilitate
the fishing grounds and hence, they must be consulted before taking any
policy decision. He requested that fishermen should be helped in identifying
the species since they only know the local or common names and not
scientific nomenclature. He stated that this awareness would help the

authorities in implementing the CITES listing properly.

Speaking on behalf of all fishermen groups, Mr. Jain
expressed their displeasure at the lack of communication from the Indian
government about the decisions made at CITES CoP16, held in Thailand in
2013. They pointed out that fishermen are not represented at such meetings
and are not consulted prior to the listings. They expressed the need to
involve fishermen groups in such discussion from the early stages so that
decisions that affect the fishermen's livelihoods can be practically thought

out.
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Session: Breakout Group Discussions - National and Bay of Bengal

Region

Following the reporting by each nation on the current status of CITES
Appendix II listings of sharks and manta ray species, the delegates were
split into two groups — the national group and the Bay of Bengal Group. The
national group consisted of the Indian delegates representing various
governments, non-government, scientific and fishermen organizations. The
Bay of Bengal group consisted of Fisheries and CITES representatives from

the eight countries in Bay of Bengal region including India.

The Bay of Bengal group was chaired by Mr. C. M. Muralidharan, Project
Manager, BOBLME and Dr. David Wilson, Deputy Secretary, IOTC. The
national group was chaired by Mr. Shiv Pal Singh, I.F.S., Joint Director
(Wildlife), MoEF&CC and Mr. P. Mara Pandiyan, I.A.S., Principal Secretary,

Department of Fisheries, Government of Kerala.

The discussions within each of these breakout groups was focused on
detailed understanding of the management and conservations measures
currently under practice by the nations and organizations represented in the
respective groups. Discussions also focused on how collaboration within the
region could bolster conservation goals for each nation in the region. The
discussions began in the post-tea session on August 27, 2014 and were

resumed in the first session on August 28, 2014.
Session: Poster Session

A parallel poster session was held in order to enable each country to present
an overview of the status of sharks as well as the status of legal and
management measures for shark fisheries within each of their waters. This
poster session helped in creating room for greater interaction and

discussions between the participants.
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Day 3 - August 28, 2014

On the final day of the workshop, the breakout discussions continued. Each
group focused on the priority actions and methodologies it would adopt to

fulfill the action plan as declared in the Xiamen Declaration — Action Plan.

The discussion dealt with the issues, challenges, activities to address the
identified needs of ongoing and proposed financial and technical support.
Indian fishermen were strongly represented in the meeting and were actively
involved in all the discussions. Their involvementin the national
breakout sessions helped bring clarity in the understanding of the problems
faced by fishermen when dealing with such conservation measures. Further,
their role in helping scientists with data collection and enforcement agencies

with implementation methodologies was agreed upon by all the participants.

The various deliberations made in these breakout groups were then
compiled by staff from HSI, CITES Secretariat and FAO into a single
document that detailed the various steps that the representatives from each
group had decided upon. The deliberations were thereafter used to formulate
the final outcomes of the workshop. These ‘outcomes’ were once again
reviewed by both groups and finalized upon consensus from all the

participants on August 28, 2014.

Outcomes of the workshop
Regional measures

The participants of the workshop agreed to undertake the following actions
to ensure that all countries are able to comply with the CITES Appendix II

listings of the 5 new shark species and 2 manta ray species:
1. Coordination/communication:

National: There is a clear need for additional National Coordination among

relevant agencies to ensure that to the extent feasible, each relevant agency
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is aware of the new requirements and will be able to fully comply and share

information necessary to ensure compliance with the Appendix II listings

Regional: As appropriate, regional workshops will be carried out to ensure
customs, compliance and other officers are adequately trained in the
documentation needs for the new listings. Regional support from BOBLME,
BOBP-IGO and SEAFDEC will continue to help facilitate the implementation
of the shark and ray listings and the management and conservation

measures as follows.

¢ BOBLME and BOBP-IGO are supporting the development of NPOAs,
addressing the gaps in data collection and species identification in
member countries.

e With the limited budget and time available for the BOBLME project, the
project, in collaboration with BOBP-IGO and SEAFDEC, may help finalize
the NPOAs, assist in developing a Regional Plan of Actions for Sharks and
organize regional shark working group meeting early 2015. It may also
assist in the essential capacity building needed in shark identification
where it is still needed.

e The RFBs such as BOBP-IGO and SEAFDEC have a major role to play
along with the RFMOs, RFBs can also help with the implementation of
the shark listings, advisory, stock assessment and capacity building. It
would require a lead country in the region to undertake that task.

SEAFDEC is already in touch with the CITES Secretariat.
2. Capacity building:

Species/product identification: Each country will undertake, either in
isolation or in partnership with regional countries and experts, species
product identification training. Training workshops may be partnered, where
possible, with other activities, such as the scientific observer training

programs within the Indian Ocean.
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3. Data collection and scientific support for the making of non-

detriment findings (NDFs):

Data collection: Although there have been improvements in recent years,
data collection on shark catches by Indian Ocean fisheries remains limited.
In many cases where data is being collected, it is being incorrectly recorded.
A concerted action/effort to enhance data gathering abilities, database
development and ongoing maintenance and verification in the following
would be needed if relevant stock status indicators, for the newly listed
shark and manta ray species could be developed in the future to support

NDF documentation.

Stock structure and delimitation: To better understand the impact of
fisheries on shark populations, it is important to determine the stock
boundaries, existence of mixing areas and migration between geographic
areas within and between Oceans. The IOTC, through EU finding, will be
undertaking a project to examine if there is population structure of tunas of
interest to the IOTC throughout the Indian Ocean. Key shark species,
including some of the newly listed Appendix II species may be included in
the final project if matching funds can be identified. Participant counties
agreed that a collaborative approach should be undertaken to the extent

feasible.

Species biology and ecology: Noting that the IOTC is currently developing
an Indian Ocean shark research plan (I0O-ShYP) with the aim of “promoting
cooperation and coordination among IOTC researchers, to improve the
quality of the scientific advice on sharks provided to the Commission,
namely, by conducting quantitative stock assessments for selected species
by 2016, and to better assess the impact on shark stocks of the current
IOTC Conservation and Management Measures”, participants agreed that to
the extent possible/applicable, national research scientists undertaking
research programs on the newly listed shark and manta ray species, should
work in collaboration with the IOTC Secretariat to ensure resources are

maximized and objectives are aligned. The I0-ShYP will be discussed at the
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upcoming IOTC Working Party on Ecosystems and Bycatch (27-31 October
2014 in Japan) where all Indian Ocean coastal states are invited to actively

participate.

Making of NDFs: Good practical guidance on the making of NDFs is
required. NDF findings and experiences, as well as examples of best
practice, should be shared between, and implemented by Scientific
Authorities and relevant fisheries agencies. Malaysia and Indonesia reported
on NDF guidance that is being developed with support from Germany. They
advised that regional capacity building workshops should be organized for
relevant authorities and experts to develop national NDFs and to explore the
feasibility of a regional NDF for trade in CITES-listed sharks and manta
rays. The workshops could make us of available guidance, and/or adapt this
guidance to meet the specific needs of the Bay of Bengal countries and

region.

National measures concerning India

The participants of the workshop recognized that the representatives from
various government, non-government, scientific research and fishermen
organizations in India had agreed on the following points in support of the
CITES Appendix II listings of shark and manta ray species as well as the

management of shark fisheries within Indian waters:

e The collective objective of all stakeholder groups is to achieve sustainable
fisheries management and to comply with the requirements of
international conventions such as CITES that India is a party to.

e There is a need for greater involvement of all stakeholder groups,
including the fishermen community in order to achieve effective
management of shark species. Fishermen community must be included
in all stages of shark species management - from planning to
implementation.

e There is a need for clear organizational setup and division of duties
amongst the various Government of India organizations for the creation

of an NDF for the CITES Appendix II listed species.
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There exists a deficiency of scientific data and all participants agree that
a clear roadmap for scientific assessment of the CITES listed species is
required.

Methodology for uniform data collection and collation needs to be
created.

The Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries (DADF),
under the Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India, is the apex body
for the management of shark species and data collection shall be
coordinated by nodal agencies appointed by them, such as Fishery
Survey of India and Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute. Further,
molecular identification technology and expertise on elasmobranchs as
offered by CMFRI would also be extended for the management of shark
species.

Awareness building activities for the implementation agencies, the
fishermen community and trader groups on the CITES listed shark
species and shark based products shall be undertaken by various
agencies such as MPEDA, CMFRI and FSI.

Information material in local coastal languages shall be created with the
aim to achieve effective outreach at grassroots level.

All the participants recognize the need for immense manpower required
for monitoring of products from CITES listed sharks species at customs
and port routes. Hence, it has been agreed upon to building capacity to
facilitate this further.

Various coastal regions in India need to identify the CITES listed species
that they need to prioritize for assessment and management.

Traders are key stakeholders and concrete efforts should be made to
sensitize traders. All participants agree that traders have an obligation to
follow CITES regulations and strict penalties should exist for violations of
CITES Appendix II listings by traders.

The current catch composition of shark landings shall be analyzed and
evaluation of the reliance of fishermen livelihoods on CITES Appendix II

listed shark species shall be assessed.

27



e There is a challenge in the removal of shark species as part of by-catch.
Many of the participants agree that sharks that are caught in Indian
waters ought to be landed whole and utilized fully.

e There is a need to create concrete steps for identification of pupping
grounds and catch ranges of the CITES listed species. Further, all
participants agree that fishermen need to be involved as key members of
this data collection effort.

e There is a need to be create legal provisions in order to address the trade
of CITES listed species. Many of the participants believe that WPA listings
can be upgraded from time to time vis-a-vis CITES listings, subject to
development of an NDF for these species.

e In light of unavailability of sufficient data for the creation of an NDF for
the CITES Appendix II listed species in India, the trade in these species

could be conducted using a precautionary approach.

Valedictory session

The workshop concluded with remarks by Dr. Nanditha Krishna, Director
CPREEC. She said that the health of oceans is determined by the health of
sharks in the ocean and hence, they must be conserved and not
overexploited. She hoped that all the matters decided upon by the delegates
would be implemented by all their respective countries. She also said that

Bay of Bengal countries can achieve much more by working together.

Representing the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), Government of India, Mr. Shiv Pal Singh, IFS, Joint Director -
Wildlife said that the workshop had led to fruitful discussions and hoped

that member countries would achieve their goals.

Mr. P. Mara Pandiyan, IAS, Principal Secretary, Department of Fisheries,
Government of Kerala shared his views about the workshop. He appreciated
the efforts and said that these capacity building workshops will go a long
way in fulfilling the objectives of CITES.
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Mr. Hans Raj Verma, IAS, Secretary, Department of Environment and
Forests, Government of Tamil Nadu, delivered the valedictory address of the
workshop. He said that sharks are keystone species and are as important to
oceans as tigers are on land. Just as we aim to protect and conserve tigers
for land, similarly sharks must be conserved for the ecological health of

oceans.

Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER in his concluding speech said that the CITES
would be happy to help the participating countries further on the
implementations. He remarked that these meetings were enriching for him

personally, as there is always scope for more learning.

Dr. T. Sundaramoorthy, Assistant Director, CPREEC, proposed the vote of
thanks. He thanked all the guests and delegates for making the workshop a

SUCCESS.
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ABBREVIATIONS
AWBI Animal Welfare Board of India
ADSGAF  Association of Deep Sea Going Artisanal Fishermen
BoB Bay of Bengal

CITES Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of

Wild Fauna and Flora
CMFRI Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute

CPREEC C.P.R. Environmental Education Centre

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization

FSI Fishery Survey of India

HSI Humane Society International

IPOA International Plan of Action

IUCN International Union for Conservation of Nature

IUu [llegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing

IOTC Indian Ocean Tuna Commission

NDF Non-detriment Findings

NPOA National Plan of Action (for the conservation and management of
sharks)

MoEF&CC Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change,

Government of India
MPEDA Marine Products Export Development Authority
RPOA Regional Plan of Action for Sharks

SEAFDEC Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center
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OUTCOMES OF
THE WORKSHOP



Outcomes of the Chennai Capacity Building Workshop' on Implementation of CITES Appendix 1
Listings of Shark and Manta Ray Species

Chennal, India
August 26 ~ 28, 2014
Preamble

The participants to the workshop °, representatives of departments of fisherics, environment and forestry
and CITES authorities from Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, Sn Lanka, and
Thailund, endorsed the main outcomes and recommendations of the Xiamen Declaration and the Colombo
Waorkshop, and updated the implementation status of the recommended actions. They identified additional
national and regional measures in support of the implementation of the CITES Appendix 11 listings of
sharks and manta ray species.

The participants welcomed the assistance and support fromFAQO, CITES, BOBP-1GO, BOBLME, SACEP,
IOTC, MPEDA, CMFRI, Deep Sea Going Out Artisanal Fishing Association, the Pew Environment
Group, Manta Trust, TRAFFIC-India, and Humane Society International, and encouraged ongoing
regional collaboration across the Bay of Bengal.

The participants recognized that most of the countries present at the workshop had commitied to
developing a National Plan of Action for Sharks (NPOA-Sharks), and that a Regional Plan of Action for
Sharks (RPOA-Sharks) for the Bay of Bengal is being envisaged,

Regional measures

The participants of the workshop agreed to undertake the following actions to ensure that all countrics are
able to comply with the CITES Appendix 1 listings of the 5 new shark specics and 2 manta ray species:

wochhp-umlndbyh\dlu s Minkstry of Envirosment and Foeostry, (‘Pllﬁnﬁuumnll:ulon(‘m-uﬂumu
M!Muﬂu support from CTTES Secretartat, United Nathons Food and Agriculture Orga and the Furop

-mmumimwmwwmwwmwmwm
BOBP-IGO, BOBLME, SACEP, JI0TC, Indian organizations, MPEDA, CMFRI, Associstion of Docp Ses Going Artisanal Fishermen
(ADSGAF), and son-govommental organizsteons, Manta Trest, the Pew Esvironment Group, TRAFFIC-India, and Humane Soclety
Intervational.
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Coordination/communication:

National: There is a clear need for additional National Coordination among relevant agencies o
ensure that to the extent feasible, cach relevant agency is aware of the new requirements and will be
able to fully comply and share information necessary 10 ensure compliance with the Appendix 11
listings,

Reglonal: As appropriate, regional workshops will be carried out to ensure customs, compliance and
other officers are adequately trained in the docementation needs for the new listings. Regional support
from BOBLME, BOBP-IGO and SEAFDECwill continue to help facilitate the implementation of the
shark and ray listings and the management and conservation measures as follows.

e BOBLME and BOBP-1GO are supporting the development of NPOAs, addressing the gaps in
data collection and species identification in member countries.

*  With the limited budget and time available for the BOBLME project, the project,in collaboration
with BOBP-1GO and SEAFDEC, may help finalize the NPOAs, assist in developing o Regional
Plan of Actions for Shurksund organize regional shark working group meeting early 20151t may
also assist in the essential capacity building needed in shark identification where it is still needed.

* The RFBs such as BOBP-1GO and SEAFDEC have a major role to play alongwith the RFMOs,
RFBs can also help with the implementation of the shark listings, advisory, stock assessment and
capacity building. It would require a lead country in the region to undertake that task, SEAFDEC
is already in touch with the CITES Secretanat.

Capacity building:

Species/product identification: Each country will undertake, either in isolstion or in partnership
with regional countries and experts, species product identification training. Training worksbops may
be partnered, where possible, with other activities, such as the scientific observer training programs
within the Indian Ocean,

Data collection and scieatific support for the making of non-detriment findings (NDFs):

Data collection: Although there have been improvements in recent years, data collection on shark
catches by Indian Ocean fisherics remains limited. In many cases where data is being collected, it is
being Incomrectly recorded. A concerted action‘effort to enhance data guthering abilities, database
development and ongoing maintenance and verification in the following would be needed if relevant
stock status indicators, for the newly listed shark and manta ray species could be developed in the
future 1o support NDF documentation,

Stock structure and delimitation: To better understand the impact of fishenies on shark populations,
it is important to determine the stock boundaries, existence of mixing arcas and migration between
geographic areas within and between Oceans. The I0TC, through EU finding, will be undertaking a
project to examine if there is population strecture of tunas of interest to the 10TC throughout the
Indian Ocean, Key shark species, including some of the newly listed Appendix 1T species may be
included in the final project if matching funds can be identified. Participant counties agreed that o
collaborative approach should be undertaken to the extent feasible.
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Species biology and ecology: Noting that the I0TC is currently developing an Indian Ocean shark
rescarch plan (10-ShYP) with the aim of “promoting cooperation and coordination among 10TC
researchers, (o improve the quality of the scientific advice on sharks provided 1o the Commission,
namely by conducting quantitative stock assexsments for xelected speciex by 2016, and 1o better
assexy the impact on shark stocks of the current IOTC Conservation and Management Measures™,
participants agreed that to the extent possible/applicable, national research scientists undertaking
rescarch programs on the newly listed shark and manta my species, should work in collaboration with
the I0TC Secretariat to ensure resources are maximised and objectives are aligned. The 10-ShYP will
be discussed at the upcoming 10TC Working Party on Ecosystems and Bycatch (27-31 October 2014
in Japan) where all Indian Ocean coastal states are invited to actively participate.

Making of NDFs:Good practical guidance on the making of NDFs is required. NDF findings and
experiences, as well as examples of best practice, shouldbe shared between, and implemented by
Scientific Authorities and relevant fisheries agencies. Malaysia and Indonesia reported on NDF
guidance that is being developed with support from Germany. They advised that regional capacity
building workshops should be organized for relevant authorities and experts to develop national
NDFs and to explore the feasibility ofa regional NDF for trade in CITES-listed sharks and manta
mays. The workshops could make us of available guidance, and/or adapt this guidance to meet the
specific noeds of the Bay of Bengal countries and region.

National measures concerning India

The participants of the workshop recognized that India’had agreed on the followingin support of the
CITES Appendix 11 listings of shark and manta ray species and the management of shark fisheries within
Indian waters;

The collective objective of all stakeholder groups is to achicve sustainable fisherics management and
to comply with the requirements of international conventions such as CITES that India is a party to.

There is a need for greater mvolvement of all stakeholder groups, including the fishermen community
in order to achieve effective management of shark species. Fishermen community must be included in
all stages of shark specics management — from planning to implementation.

There is a need for clear organizational setup and division of dutics amongst the various Government

of India organizations for the creation of an NDF for the CITES Appendix 11 listed species.

There exists a deficiency of scientific data and all participants agree that a clear roadmap for scientific
assessment of the CITES listed specics is required,

Methodology for uniform data collection and collation needs to be created.

The Department of Agriculture, Dairy and Animal Husbandry is the apex body for the management
of shark species and data collection shall be coordinated by nodal agencies appointed by them, such
as Fishery Survey of Indin and Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute. Further, molecular

TRopwenentatives lrem MelF, Forest Dep Fink Depur Customs, NGOs s Frbermen communay
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identification technology and expertise on clasmobranchs as offered by CMFRI would also be
extended for the management of shurk species,

Awareness building activities for the implementation agencies, the fishermen community and trader
groups on the CITES listed shark species and shark based products shall be undertaken by various
agencics such as MPEDA, CMFRI and FSL

Information material in local coastal languages shall be created with the aim to achieve effective
outreach at grassroots level,

All the participants recognize the need for immense manpower required for monitoring of products
from CITES listed sharks species at customs and port routes. Hence, it has been agreed upon to
building capacity to facilitate this further.

Various coastal regions in India need to identify the CITES listed species that they need to prioritize
for assessment and management.

Traders are key stakeholders and concrete efforts should be made to sensitize traders, All participants
agree that traders have an obligation to follow CITES regulations and strict penalties should exist for
violations of CITES Appendix 11 listings by traders,

The current catch composition of shark landings shall be analyzed and evaluation of the reliance of
fishermen livelihoods on CITES Appendix 11 listed shark species shall be assessed.

There is a challenge in the removal of shark species as part of by-catch. Many of the participants
agree that sharks that are caught in Indian waters ought to be landed whole and utilized fully.

There is a need to create concrete steps for identification of pupping grounds and catch ranges of the
CITES listed species, Further, all participants agree that fishermen need to be involved as key
members of this data collection effort.

There is a need to be create legal provisions in order to address the trade of CITES listed species,
Many of the participants believe that WPA listings can be upgraded from time to time vis-&-vis
CITES lisungs, subject to development of an NDF for these specics.

In light of unavailability of sufficient data for the creation of an NDF for the CITES Appendix 11
listed species in India, the trade in these species could be conducted using a precautionary approach.

35



LIST OF
PARTICIPANTS



Annexure - 1

C.P.R. ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTRE, CHENNAI

CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP ON
CITES APPENDIX II LISTING OF SHARKS AND MANTA RAY SPECIES
(Chennai, August 26 - 28, 2014)

LIST OF INTERNATIONAL & NATIONAL PARTICIPANTS

S. Country/ Name Title Address
No. | organization
INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPANTS
1. Switzerland Mr. Tom DE Technical CITES Secretariat
MEULENAER Officer — CITES | United Nations Environment
Programme
11-13 Chemin des Anémones,
CH-1219 Chatelaine
Geneva, Switzerland
Tom.DE-
MEULENAER@cites.org
2. Italy Ms. Monica Barone | Fisheries CITES Secretariat
Consultant Via Benedetto Croce, 34
84121 Salerno, Italy
Mobile: +39 3332240666
monica.barone@gmail.com
3. USA Ms. Isabel Jarrett Associate The Pew Charitable Trusts,
Global Shark 901 E Street, North West,
Conservation Washington DC 20004
p: 202-540-6339
c: (+1) 202-830-7879
e: ijarrett@pewtrusts.org
4. USA Ms. Iris Yenching Program Humane Society International,
Blaauw Manager, 2100 L Street NW,
Wildlife Washington, DC 20037, USA
Department Tel 301-258-1407
Mobile: + 301-318-2423
iho@hsi.org
5. Bangladesh Mr. Abu Naser Director Botanical Garden and Eco-
Mohammad Yasin Park, Forest Hill,
Newaz Nandankanon, Chittagong,
Bangladesh 4000
newaz.yasin@gmail.com
Cell :+88017111447161
6. Bangladesh Dr. Mohammad Senior Marine Fisheries &
Enamul Hoq Scientific Technology Station
Officer (AC), Bangladesh Fisheries
Bangladesh Research Institute
Fisheries Cox’s Bazaar 4700,
Research Bangladesh
Institute Tel.: +880-341-63855

Mobile 880 — 17151-32369
Email. hog me@yahoo.com
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S. Country/ Name Title Address
No. | organization
7. Indonesia Mr. Dharmadi Research Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Center for Fisheries
Fisheries J1. Pasir Putih I, Ancol Timur,
Management Jakartal4430 Indonesia
and Tel. No.: 62-6470 0928
Conservation Mobile: 62-813 8920 0731
Email: dharmadi@kkp.go.id
8. Indonesia Mr. Fahmi Research Indonesian Institute of
Centre for | Sciences
Oceanography | Jl. PasirPutih I, AncolTimur,
Jakarta 14430 Indonesia
Tel: 62-21-64713850
Mobile +6281387889155
Fax: 0062-21-64711948
Email: fahmi@lipi.go.id
9. Maldives Ms. Khadeeja Ali Senior Ministry of Fisheries &
Research Agriculture
Officer, Marine | H. White Waves,
Research Moonlight Hingun,
Center Male’ 2002, Republic of
Maldives
Tel: (960) 332 2242
Mobile: +960 770 4574
Fax: (960) 332 2509
Email: kali@mrc.gov.mv
10. | Maldives Ms. Fazeela Ahmed | Legal Officer, Green Building
Shaheem Ministry of Handuvaree Hingun,
Environment Maafannu,
and Energy Male’ 20392 Republic of
Maldives
Tel: +960 3018 370
Mobile: +960 792 4931
Email:
fazeela.shaheem@environment
.gov.mv
11. | Malaysia Dr. Yusri Bin Yusof | Fisheries CITES Section, Fisheries, Bio-
Officer, security Division,
Department of | Department of Fisheries
Fisheries Malaysia,
Lot 4G2, Wisma Tani, Level 3,
Podium 2, Precint 4, 62628,
Putrajaya Indonesia
Tel: 0060388704610
Fax: 0060388903794
Mobile 0060129216505
Email: yusri.dof@lgovuc.gov.
my
12. | Malaysia Mr. Lawrence Kissol | Head Head of Marine Resource

Junior

Management Branch
Department of Fisheries
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Country/
organization

Name

Title

Address

(DoFS)

Level 4, Block 4

Wisma Pentanian Sabah
88624, Kota Kinabalu

Sabah, Malaysia

Tel +6088 235966

Fax. +6088 240511
lawrence.kissol@sabah.gov.my
kissol02@yahoo.com
kissol68@gmail.com

13.

Malaysia

Mr. Ahmad Bin Ali

Senior
Research
Officer

Marine Fishery Resources
Development and
Management Department,
Southeast Asian Fisheries
Development Center
(SEAFDEC)

Taman Perikanan Chendering,
21080 Chendering,
Terengganu, Malaysia
Tel. No. (office) :

60 096175940/ 6171543
Mobile: 60 0199143150
Fax No: 60096175136
Email:
aaseafdec@seafdec.org.my

14.

Myanmar

Ms. Aye Min Win

Aye

Deputy Fishery
Officer

Department of Fisheries
Ministry of Livestock and
Fisheries

Office N°. 36

Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

Tel. +95 67 418534

Mobile 09 420120819 Email:
ayveayeminchit@gmail.com

15.

Myanmar

Dr. Naing Zaw Htun

Assistant
Director,
Nature and
Wildlife
Conservation
Division,
Forest
Department

Ministry of Environmental
Conservation and Forestry,
The Republic of the Union of
Myanmar

Building No. 39,

Forest Department,

Nay Pyi Taw,

Myanmar 15011

Tel. +95 67 405397

Mobile +95943123631

Email nwedfdmofwgmail.com

16.

Sri Lanka

Ms. Sandamali

Herath

Assistant
Director

Department of Fisheries &
Aquatic Resources,
Maligawatta, Colombo 10,
Sri Lanka

Tel: 0094 112422980, 0094
713751885

Fax: 0094 112434075
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Email: hlsherath@gmail.com

17.

Sri Lanka

Mr. W.D.M.J.

Wickramasinghe

Assistant
Director

Department of Wildlife
Conservation

Government of Sri Lanka
811/A Jayanthipura Road,
Battaramulla, Sri Lanka
Tel: +94 11 2888581,

+94 71 4465444

Fax: +94 11 2883355
Mobile: +94 71 4407900
Email:
javathilakewikee@yahoo.com

18.

Thailand

Mrs. Yoo-ee Getpech

CITES
Management
Authority,
Department of
Fisheries

License and Management
Measure, Department of
Fisheries

Kasetklang, Jatujack
Bangkok, Thailand 10900
Tel: 662 561 4689

Fax: 662 561 4689

Email: gyooee@yahoo.com

19.

Thailand

Mr. Tassapon
Krajangdara

Senior Fishery
Biologist,

Andaman Sea Fisheries
Research and Development
Center (Phuket), Department
of Fisheries

77 Sakdidej Rd., Vichit,
Muang, Phuket

Thailand 83000

Tel: 006676 391138
tas1970201 1@hotmail.com

20.

FAO

Dr. Yimin Ye

Chief, Marine &
Inland
Fisheries
Branch

Fisheries & Aquaculture
Department

FAO of the United Nations
Vialle delle Terme di Caracalla
- 00153

Rome, Italy

Tel. 39 0657054592

Mobile: +39 3316548266
Email: yimin.yve@fao.org

21.

SACEP

Ms. Nishanthi M.P.

Perera

Programme
Officer

South Asia Cooperative
Environment Programme
(SACEP)

#10 Anderson Road,

Off Dickman’s Road
Colombo 05 Sri Lanka

Tel. +94 11 250 4708 / 259
6443

E-mail : po_sacep@eol.lk

22.

BOBLME

Mr. Chavakat
Muralidharan

Project

Manager/Field

Administrative
Officer

Bay of Bengal Large Marine
Ecosystem Project (BOBLME)
77 Moo 7 Sakdidej Rd
Makham Bay, Amphur Muang
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Country/
organization

Name

Title

Address

Phuket 83000 Thailand
Chennai Mobile

+91-98408 59888
chavakat.muralidharan@bobl
me.org

23.

IOTC
Seychelles

Dr. David Wilson

Deputy
Secretary &
Science
Manager

IOTC Secretariat

Le Chantier Mall (2nd floor)
PO Box 1011

Victoria Mahé - Seychelles
Tel: +248 4225494

Fax: +248 4224364
david.wilson@jiotc.org

24.

BOBP-IGO

Dr. Yugraj Singh

Yadava

Director

Bay of Bengal Programme
Inter-Governmental
Organization

91, Saint Mary's Road
Abhiramapuram,
Chennai - 600 018

Tel: +91 44 24936188,
Mobile 98410 42235

Fax: +91 44 24936102
Email:
yugraj.yvadava@bobpigo.org
info@bobpigo.org

25.

BOBP-IGO

Dr. Md Sharif Uddin

Fishery
Resource
Officer,

Bay of Bengal Programme
Inter-Governmental
Organization

91, Saint Mary's Road
Abhiramapuram,

Chennai - 600 018

Tel: +91 44 24936188,
Fax: +91 44 24936102
Mobile 98410 42235
Email: sharif@bobpigo.org

26.

BOBP-IGO

Mr. Raj

deep

Mukherjee

Policy Analyst

Bay of Bengal Programme
Inter-Governmental
Organization

91, Saint Mary's Road
Abhiramapuram,
Chennai - 600 018

Tel: +91 44 24936188,
Mobile 98410 42235

Fax: +91 44 24936102
rmukherjee@bobpigo.org

NATIONAL PARTICIPANTS - MINISTRY OFFICIALS

27.

MoEF&CC

Mr. M.L. Srivastava,

IFS

Deputy
Inspector
General of
Forests —
Wildlife

Ministry of  Environment,
Forests & Climate Change
Government of India

Indira Paryavaran Bhavan

Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj

New Delhi 110 003
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Country/
organization

Name

Title

Address

Tel. 011 — 24695355
Mobile 0 97166 67271
mukundsifs@gmail.com

28.

MoEF&CC

Mr

. Shiv Pal Singh,

IFS

Joint Director —
Wildlife

Ministry of Environment,
Forests & Climate Change
Government of India

Indira Paryavaran Bhavan

Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj

New Delhi 110 003

Tel. 011 2469 5379
jd-wl@nic.in

29.

MOoEF&CC

. Tarun Kathula

Project Officer -
Gol UNDP
Wildlife
Division

Ministry of Environment,
Forests & Climate Change
Government of India

Indira Paryavaran Bhavan

Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj

New Delhi 110 003

Mobile 0 98733 69024
targettarun@gmail.com

30.

MOoEF&CC

. K.S. Reddy, IFS

Additional
PCCF

Regional Office:

HEPC Building

1st & 2nd Floor

Cathedral Garden Road
Nungambakkam

Chennai 600 034

Mobile 0 93031 33442
sudhakarreddyk@gmail.com

31.

MoEF&CC

. Kamal Datta

Joint Director

Wildlife Crime Control
Bureau,

Ministry of Environment,
Forests & Climate Change
(MoEF&CC),

Government of India,

New Delhi

Mobile 0 96542 81242
kamaldattal969@yahoo.co.in

32.

MoEF&CC

. S.R.V. Murthy

Regional Dy.
Director
(Southern
Region)

Wildlife Crime Control
Bureau,

Government of India,

C2A, Rajaji Bhavan, Besant
Nagar,

Chennai 600 090

Telephone : +91-44-24916747
Fax : +91-44-24463477
E-Mail : rddsr@wccb.gov.in
murthyifs@gmail.com
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Address

33.

MOoEF&CC

Ms. Santhi Muthu

Swami Pillai

Wildlife
Inspector

Wildlife Crime Control
Bureau,

Government of India,

C2A, Rajaji Bhavan, Besant
Nagar,

Chennai 600 090

Telephone : +91-44-24916747
Mobile 0 94451 53277

34.

MoEF&CC

Mr. S. Vinod Kumar

Secretary (I/c)

Animal Welfare Board of India
Government of India

13/1, Il Seaward Road
Valmiki Nagar

Thiruvanmiyur

Chennai 600 041

Mobile 0 98848 81355
kumarvinod66@rediffmail.com

35.

CPREEC

Dr. P. Sudhakar

Joint Director

C.P.R. Environmental
Education Centre

1 Eldams Road, Alwarpet
Chennai6b00 018

Tel. 044 2433 7023

Fax. 044 2432 0756
Email: cpreecl@gmail.com

36.

CPREEC

Dr. T.

Sundaramoorthy

Assistant
Director

C.P.R. Environmental
Education Centre

1 Eldams Road, Alwarpet
Chennai6b00 018

Tel. 044 2433 7023

Fax. 044 2432 0756
Email: cpreec@gmail.com

OTHER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS & RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

37.

FSI

Mr. P. Tamilarasan

Fisheries
Scientist

Fishery Survey of India
Fishing Harbour Complex
Royapuram, Chennai-600013
Tel: 044-25953121

Fax: 044-25976053

Mobile 94442 76911
tamilarasanwildlife@gmail.co
m

38.

Coast Guard

Mr. S.K. Verghese

DIG

CSO

Headquarters

Coast Guard Region (East)
Near Napier’s Bridge
Cooum River Mouth
Chennai

Mobile 0 94449 09208
sherryverghese@gmail.com
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Country/
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Title

Address

39.

Customs

Dr. S. Periyannan,
IRS

Assistant
Commissioner

Office of the Commissioner of
Customs

Customs House

60, Rajaji Salai

Chennai 600 001

Mobile 0 99413 61776
drperianna@yahoo.co.in

40.

CMFRI

Dr. Shoba Joe
Kizhakudan

Senior Scientist

Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute (CMFRI)
Research Centre of CMFRI,
75, Santhome High Road, R.A.
Puram, Chennai 600028

Tel. 044-24617317

Fax. 044-24617290

Mobile 9445153672
shobajoe@cmfri.org.in,
jkshoba@gmail.com

41.

MPEDA

Dr. Vijaykumar
Yaragal

Deputy
Director

The Marine Products Export
Development Authority
(MPEDA)

AH-125, 4th Cross

Santhi Colony 8th Main

Anna Nagar, Chennai 600 040
Tel. 044 26269192

Fax. 044 26265152

Mobile 94451 51368
mpedachennai@gmail.com

42.

ZSI

Dr. Rajkumar Rajan

Scientist D

Marine Biology Regional
Centre

Zoological Survey of India
(ZSD),

130, Santhome High Road
Chennai 600 028

Telefax. 044 2464 2680
Mobile 0 94453 95077
rajkumarrajan@hotmail.com

43.

ZSI1

Dr. C. Venkatraman

Scientist C

Marine Biology Regional
Centre

Zoological Survey of India
(ZS1),

130, Santhome High Road
Chennai 600 028

Tel. 044 2464 1577

Fax. 044 2464 2680
Mobile 94444 28011
cvramanmbs@yahoo.com

DEPARTMENT

OF FORESTS - STATES & UTs

44

Andhra
Pradesh

Dr. B.
Chandrasekhar, IFS

District Forest
Officer

Pulicat Bird Sanctuary
Andhra Pradesh Forest
Department

Pulicat, Sulurpet, Nellore
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Country/
organization

Name

Title

Address

District

Andhra Pradesh

Mobile 0 94408 10071

Email: dfosekharb@gmail.com

45.

Andhra
Pradesh

Dr. P.
Sathiyaselvam

Conservation
Biologist

GOI - UNDP - GEF Project
EGREE Foundation,

70 — 3 — 4, Road No. 2 Road,
Vaidya Nagar,Ramanayapeta,
Kakinada 533 005

Mobile 0 94406 24057

0 9030 984 299

Telefax O 884 2366017
selvamundp@gmail.com
sathiyaselvam1 l@rediffmail.co
m

46.

Gujarat

Mr. M.M. Bhalodi,
IFS

Deputy
Conservator of
Forests

Office of Chief Conservator of
Forests,

Marine National Park,

Forest Department,
Government of Gujarat,

"Van Sankul", Forest Colony,
Naganath Gate, Indira Marg,
Jamnagar 361 001, Gujarat
Tel. 0288-2679357

Fax. 0288-2770161
mnpforest@yahoo.com

47.

Karnataka

Mr. R. Ravishankar,
IFS

Deputy
Conservator of
Forests

Karnataka Forest Department
Kundapur, Karnataka

Mobile +91-94800 80694
ravishankarifs@gmail.com

48.

Kerala

Mr. K.N. Syam
Mohan Lal, IFS

Deputy
Conservator of
Forests
(Wildlife)

O/of the PCCF (WL) & Chief
Wildlife Warden,

Kerala Forest Department,
Government of Kerala,
Forest Headquarters,
Vazhuthacaud, Trivandrum
695 014

Tel. 0471-2529312

Fax. 0471-2320554

Mobile 0 94479 79023
syammohanlal@gmail.com

49.

Odisha

Mr. Chittaranjan
Mishra, IFS

Divisional
Forest Officer

Office of The Divisional Forest
Officer, Puri Wildlife Division,
C T Road,

Puri, Pin : 752002

Telefax. 06752-228281
Mobile 09437086662
dfopuri@gmail.com,
chittaranjan1450@gmail.com
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50.

Maharashtra

Mr. Suresh Anant
Thorat, IFS

Additional
Principal Chief
Conservator of
Forests

O/o Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (WL)
Western Region,
Government of Maharashtra,
Old MHB Colony,

Near Sailee International
School,

Borivali (West),

Mumbai 400 091

Tel. 022 2869 2668

Fax. 022 2869 2593

Mobile 0 99875 08797
bluemormone@gmail.com

51.

Tamil Nadu

Mr. K. Elumalai, IFS

District Forest
Officer

Perambalur Forest Division,
Trichy Forest Circle,

Tamil Nadu Forest
Department,

175 B/ 18, North Street,
Raja Nagar,
Thuraimangalam, Perambalur
621 220

Telefax. 04328224422
Mobile 94432 82335
dfopblrd@vahoo.com

52.

Tamil Nadu

Mr. S. Gurusamy,
IFS

District Forest
Officer —
Sivaganga

Tamil Nadu Forest
Department,

Master Plan Complex,
Collectorate Compound,
Sivaganga 630 562
Telefax. 04575 240438
Mobile 0 94431 43388
dmusvg@gmail.com
gurudfo@gmail.com

53.

West Bengal

Mr. Ujjwal
Bhattacharya, IFS

Chief Wildlife
Warden,

Government of West Bengal,
North Block-3rd Floor,
Bikas Bhawan,

Salt Lake City,

Kolkata 700 091

Tel. 033-23583208
033-23345946

Mobile 0 9163 66 9809(M)
bengaltiger@vsnl.com
wbwildlife@gmail.com
ukb1955@gmail.com

54.

Puducherry

Dr. S. Senthil
Kumar, IFS

Chief Wildlife
Warden

Department of Forest &
Wildlife Government of
Puducherry,

Forest Campus,
Cuddalore Main Road,
Mudaliar Pet Post,
Puducherry 605 004
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0413-2204808
0413-2204936 (F)
08754544374 (M)
cf.pon@nic.in /
senifs@gmail.com

55.

Lakshadweep

Mr. Kalpataru Kar,

IFS

Conservator of
Forests / Chief
Wildlife Warden

Environment & Forests
Department of Environment &
Forests Lakshadweep
Administration

Kavaratti 682 555
Lakshadweep

Tel. 04896 262592

Fax. 04896 262598

Mobile 0 94471 93592
094361 95974
kalpatarukarl l@gmail.com
lak-dcfl@nic.in

56.

Lakshadweep

Mr. C.N. Abdul
Raheem, IFS

Environment
Warden

Environment & Forests
Department of Environment &
Forests Lakshadweep
Administration

Agatti 682 553

Lakshadweep

Tel. 04894 2442510

Mobile 0 94964 11555
abdu_dweep@yahoo.co.in
forestsagatti@gmail.com

DEPARTMENT

OF FISHERIES - STATES & UTs

57.

Kerala

Mr. P. Mara
Pandiyan, IAS

Principal
Secretary

Department of Fisheries,
Government of Kerala,
Secretariat,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
Tel. 0471- 2321129

Fax. 0471-232 7795
fisheriesgov@gmail.com

58.

Odisha

Mr. P. Krishna
Mohan

Director

Office of the Director of
Fisheries

Department of Fisheries
Government of Odisha
Cuttack

Fax. 0671 — 241052
Mobile 0 94371 89609
pkmohanifs@gmail.com

59.

Tamil Nadu

Mr. G. Arumugam

Joint Director
of Fisheries

Department of Fisheries
Government of Tamil Nadu
DMS Compound

Chennai 600 018

Tel.044 24938596

Mobile 0 94420 40607
arumugamjdfi@gmail.com
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60.

Puducherry

Mr. G.
Sivapragasam

Sub-Inspector
of Fisheries

Department of Fisheries &
Fishermen Welfare,
Botanical Garden Premises,
Puducherry- 605 001

Tel. 0413-2336538, 228761
Fax :0413-2220614

Mobile No. : 9486367298
gsivapragasam@gmail.com

61.

Puducherry

Mr. R.
Soundarapandian

Assistant
Director of
Fisheries

Department of Fisheries &
Fishermen Welfare,
Botanical Garden Premises,
Puducherry- 605 001

Tel. 0413-2336538, 228761
Fax. 0413-2220614

Mobile No. : 9952460301
soundarad@ymail.com

62.

Andaman &
Nicobar
Islands

Mr. Mohammed
Tahir

Assistant
Director of
Fisheries

Department of Fisheries
Andaman & Nicobar
Administration

Port Blair

Andaman & Nicobar Islands
Tel. 03192-240095/232770
Fax. 03192 231474

Mobile 0 94342 63479
dirfish.and@nic.in

MEMBRS OF FISHERMEN ASSOCIATION - STATES & UTs

63.

Andhra
Pradesh

Mr. Yellam Naidu

Executive
Secretary

District Fishermen’s Youth
Welfare Association,
14-8.27/1A. Bhanojithola
B.C.Road,

Gajuwaka, Vishakapatnam —
530026

Andhra Pradesh

Landline No. 08912701228
Mobile No. 0 97046 90788
Email : dfywa.ap@gmail.com

64.

Goa

Mr. Olencio Simoes

Secretary

National Fishworkers' Forum
(NFF)

and Joint General Secretary of
Goenchea Ramponkarancho
Ekvott (GRE) Goa

Landscape Pinto Park

Flat No.344, 2nd Floor, Block -
3, D.B. Road, Campal, Panaji,
Tiswadi-Goa.403001

Tel. 08322426468

Mobile No.0 91588 75851
olencio365@yahoo.co.in
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65.

Karnataka

Mr. Niyaz Bawa

Managing
Director

Niyaz Sea Foods,

Old Fishing Port ,

South Wharf. Bunder,
Mangalore 575 001Karnataka
Mobile 0 89049 93890

Mob: 07829829333
niyazbawa@gmail.com

60.

Kerala

Mr. T. Peter

Secretary

National Fishworkers' Forum
(NFF)

UDAYAM, Valiaveli Post
Trivandrum — 695021, Kerala
Tel. 0471 2705239

Mobil No : 08289905239
peter.ksmtfl@gmail.com

67.

Odisha

Mr. Sankar Behera

General
Secretary

East Coast Fish Workers
Union (ECFWU) C/O. IMSE,
195 Jodhpur Park,

Kolkata 700 068, West Bengal
Tel. 033 24732740

Fax 033-24725571

Mobile No. 0 90388 69482/

0 94374 36625
bipimse@cal.vsnl.net.in

68.

Maharashtra

Mr. Narendra
Ramachandra Patil

General
Secretary

National Fishworkers' Forum
(NFF)

At & Post - Satpati

Taluka - Palghar,

Dist : Thane

Maharashtra
rpatilnarendra@gmail.com

69.

Tamil Nadu

Mr. J. Vincent Jain

Representative

National Mission Team on
Conservation of Sharks India
C/o. Association of Deep Sea
Going Artisanal Fishermen
(ADSGAF)

College Road, Thoothoor
Kanyakumari District

Mobile 0 95856 15351
jain1.siffs@gmail.com

NGOs & OTHERS

70.

HSI India

Mr. N.G. Jayasimha

Managing
Director

Humane Society International
— India

50/A, Lane #3, Street #3,
Indian Airlines Colony,
Begumpet,

Secunderabad 500 003

040 2790 2601

Mobile 0 94907 32614
javasimhahsi@gmail.com
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71.

HSI India

Ms. C. Samyukta

Campaign
Manager —
Wildlife

Humane Society International
— India

S0/A, Lane #3, Street #3,
Indian Airlines Colony,
Begumpet,

Secunderabad 500 003

040 2790 2601 (Ext:24)

0 90008 46677
csamyukta@hsi.org

72.

Traffic India

Mr. Shubhobroto
Ghosh

Senior
Programme
Officer

Traffic India

C/o, WWF India

172-B, Lodi Estate

New Delhi 110 003

Tel. 011 43516200

Mobile 0 99539 65242
trafficind@wwfindia.net
sgpowerofwords@gmail.com
sghosh@wwfindia.net

73.

Manta Trust

Dr. T. Mohanraj

Project Leader
(India)

Manta Trust,

80/2A, Muthukrishnapuram
6th Street,

Tuticorin 628 001

Tel. 0461 2361050

Mobile 0 99653 71050
mohanraj@mantatrust.org

74.

Scholar

Mr. Kyle Corrie

British School

B-32, Shanthi Kunj,

Church Road, Vasanth Kunj,
New Delhi
kyle.bumpers@gmail.com
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PHOTOGRAPHS



Dignitaries (L to R)
Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, Technical Officer, CITES Secretariat
Mr. M.L. Srivastava, IFS, Deputy Inspector General of Forests (Wildlife and Forest Protection), MoEF&CC,
Government of India
Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, Chairman, CPREEC
Dr. Nanditha Krishna, Director, CPREEC
Mr. N.G. Jayasimha, Managing Director, HSI India
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Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, Technical Officer, CITES Secretariat giving his opening
remarks
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Mr. M.L. Srivastava, IFS, Deputy Inspector General of Forests (Wildlife and Forest
Protection), MoEF&CC, Government of India delivering the presidential address
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Dr. M.S. Swammathan, Chairman, CPREEC delivering the inaugural address
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A view of the participants

54



55



- - -

VN T o0 o
Dr. Vijaykumar Yaragal, Depufy Director, MPEDA, Chennai mak.ing his presenfation

—
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Mr. Shubhobroto hosh, Senior Programme Officer, TRAFFIC India
addressing the participants
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Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, Technical Officer, CITES Secretariat making his
presentation

Dr. Yimin Ye, Chief, Marine & Inland Fisheries Branch, FAO addressing the
participants
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Dr. Yugaraj Singh Yadava, Director, Bay of Bengal Programme - Inter Governmental
Organization (BoBP-IGO), Chennai addressing the participants

-

Panel Members (L to R)
Dr. Yugaraj Singh Yadava, BoBP-IGO, Chennai

Dr. David Wilson, Deputy Secretary & Science Manager, IOTC, Seychelles

Ms. Nishanthi Perera, Programme Officer, SACEP, Sri Lanka and

Mr. C.M. Muralidharan, Project Manager/Field Administrative Officer, BOBLME, Thailand
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Mr. Ahmad Bin Ali, Senior Research Officer, SEAFDEC, Malaysia interacting with
the Panel Members

Mr. Tarun Kathula, Project Officer — Gol UNDP,
Wildlife Division, MoEF&CC interacting with the Panel Members
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Dr. Nanditha Krishna, Director, CPREEC giving a brief introduction about Dasavatharam -
Ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu at the cultural event

Shri. Zakir Hussain performing at the cultural event
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Ms. Isabel Jarrett: The PEW Charitable Trust addressing on the outcome of the PEW
Colombo Workshop

!
Participants at the poster session
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7 W
Mr. Tom & Mr. Ahmad Bin Ali took the Chair — Discussion on implementation of shark
and manta rays listing in the Bay of Bengal region

Dr. Naing Zaw Htun, Assistant Director, Ministry of Environmental Conservation and
Forestry, Myanmar participating in the discussion
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Mr. Fahmi, Research Centre for Oceanograiphy, Indonesia participating in the
discussion

s

Mr. P. Tamilarasan, Fisheries Scientist, FSI, Chennai participating in the discussion
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Participants identifying shark fins

Mr. Vincent Jain. Representative, ADSGAF making his presentation
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Group discussion - National participant% 6haired by
Mr. Mara Pandiyan, IAS and Mr. Shiv Pal Singh, IFS

Mr. Olencio Simoes, Representative fishermen associations participating in the group
discussion
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Group discussion - International participants Chaired by
Dr. David Wilson, IOTC and Mr. C.M. Muralidharan, BOBLME

Ms. Fazeela Ahmed Shaheem, Legal Officer, Ministry of Environment and Energy,
Maldives participating in the group discussion

67



i 2’ 1
Mr. Shiv Pal Singh, IFS, Joint Director — Wildlife, MoOEF&CC, Government of India
addressing the participants at the valedictory function
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Concluding remarks by Mr. Tom DE-MEULENAER, Technical Officer, CITES

Secretariat
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Mr. Mara Pandiyan, IAS, Principal Secretary, Dei;artment of Fisheries, Government of
Kerala sharing his views at the valedictory function
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Mr. Hans Raj Verma, IAS, Secretary, Department of Environment & Forests,

Government of Tamil Nadu delivering the valedictory address
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| DECCAN CHRONICLE
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SENSITISE FISHERMEN ON SHARKS. EXPERT

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAL, AUG. 26

The Union environment
ministry has decided to
reach out to the fishermen
community to save the sh-
ark population. M.L. Sriv-
astava, deputy inspector
general of forests and wil-
dlife of the Union minist-
ry, who was in Chennai on
Tuesday for regional wo-
rkshop on sharks and rare
species, said the governm.
ent would launch interac-
tion sessions with fisher-
men communities to spr-
ead awareness about imp-
ortance of sharks in the
coastal biodiversity.
According to Srivastava,
there is a need 1o sensitise
countries which import

shark-based products. for
consumption. “Collaborat-
ive effort is required to sa-
ve sharks. Departments
like commerce, fisheries,
industries, ports and ship-
ping should come together
and work on sustainable
measures on catch of sh
arks and trade of shark pr-
oducts. Countries that fall
in the seascape of Indian
Ocean and Bay of Bengal
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should be asked to come
out with scientific data.
base on sharks,” said Sriv-
astava,

M.S. Swaminathan said
that the gap between fishe-
rmen and shark experts
should be reduced to save
sharks. “Unless the fisher-
men and other ordinary
people are educated about
importance of sharks in
the coastal ecological net-
work, we cannot expect
any big change. Social mo-
bilisation of the people in
the conservation of Gulf
of Mannar biosphere rese-
r;e is an example,” he sa-
a,

Further, he said the agr-
eement between the com-
munities and experts was
critical to save the species.
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Workshop to protect sharks

NT Bureau

Chennai, Aug 24:

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Government of India
in coliaboration with C P Ramaswami Environment Education Centre and
Humane Society Intemational. India will organise a three day workshop in
Chennai on 26 August. to protect Sharks and Manta Ray-species.

Speaking to media here yesterday, C P Ramaswami Environment Educa-
tion Centre director Nandita Krishna said, the workshop will help advance
efforts to improve conservation and management of sharks by Bay of Bengal
and Indian Ocean countries through training and assistance for implementa-
tion and compliance with shark listings on Appendix Il of The Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of wild fauna and flora (CITES).

Representatives from Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thai-
land, Malaysia, Maidives, members from Fisheries Survey of India, Zoologi-
cal Survey of India, Wildlife Insfitute of India and fishermen associations will
be participating in the workshop, she said. Samayukta of Humane Society
International said, as tigers are important to balance our eco system, sharks
are critical to balance marine ecosystem. The workshop will discuss issues
related to protect these endangered species and how to control shark finning.

Regarding CITES, she said it is a multilateral environmental agreement which
regulates international trade in plants and animals of conservation concem to
ensure that such trade does not threaten their survival, A total of 175 member
countries have signed the CITES treaty which protects about 5,000 species
of animals and 28,000 species of plants listed in three CITES Appendices,
depending on their conservation status and on the urgency of their need for
protection from international trade, she said
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CPR Environmental Education Centre (CPREEC) chairman
M S Swaminathan, CITES Secretariat technical officer Tom De Meulenaer
and CPREEC director Nanditha Krishna at a workshop on protection of
sharks in Chennai yesterday.

All life is precious,
intertwined: Scientist

NT Bureau

Chennai, Aug 27:

All Ife is important, interconnected and deserved to be protected, said noted
agriculture scientist and CPR Environmental Education Centre (CPREEC) chair-
man MS Swaminathan. He said this at the inauguration of a three day workshop
on protecting sharks and manta rays here yesterday.

Swaminathan said there was lack of knowledge not only among common
people but also among protessionals on the importance of protecting sharks for
balance of marine ecosystem, The trade and bio diversity are interconnected
and one needs to focus on commerce for proper conservation, he said

Speaking on the occasion, Humane Society International, campaign manager
C Samyukta said mostly sharks are landed for their fins which is used in the
preparation of soup In traditional Chinese cuisine.

She also said shark’s cartifage and liver are harvested for traditional medicine
and cosmetics. Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Chennai senior
scientist Shoba Joe said that there was a strong domestic consumption of sharks
in Gujarat. Kerala and Tamilnadu. Apart from it, there are exported to China
and other southeast Asian countries, she added.

Vijaykumar Yaragal of The Marine Products Export Development Authority, said
that Chennai and Mumbai are becoming a hub for shark exports in thie country
and strict regulation and law enforcement would lead to better conservation.

He also said there need to be a better awareness on all stakeholders especially
fishermen on importance of sharks. Many misconceptions like shark’'s meat
improves virility has a telling effect on its numbers, he said.
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City turns Hub of
Shark Fin Trade

Express News Service

Chennai: The city has be-
come a hub of illegal shark
fin trade, as an estimated 1
million tonnes of shark fins
are smuggled from Chennai
to various global destina-
tions. This happens despite
the Union Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forests placing
60 items caught and re-
moved from the sea, includ-
ing all shark species, under
Schedule One of the Wildlife
Protection Act.

Addressing a press confer-
ence toannounce a three-day
Regional Capacity Building
Workshop on the Conven-
tion on International Trade
in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) organised by the
Union Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forests and Climate
Change from August 26-28,
C Samyukta of Humane So-
ciety of India said that while
in India shark meat is con-
sidered low quality, it is be-
ing overfished as it is in huge
demand worldwide for its
fins and other products.

She said that consign-
ments are sent either through
air or port and they go un-
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noticed as there is no stan-
dard code for shark meat
products. The workshop
aims to work with neigh-
bouring nations to arrive at
cooperative and unequivocal
decisions on stringent imple-
mentation of CITES Appen-
dix IT listings for sharks and

rays.
The workshop is also be-
ing held in the wake of five
new shark species agdded to
Appendix IT at CITES. Spe-
cies listed in Appendix Il are
although not necessarily now
threatened with extinction,
but may become so unless
trade in specimens of such
species is subject to strict
regulation. The new species
include Oceanic whitetip
shark, the porbeagle shark,
scalloped, smooth and great
hammerhead sharks and
great and reef manta rays.
The CITES party, of which
India is also a signatory, had
agreed to a deadline of Sep-
tember 14, 2014 for the im-
lementation of Appendix [1
istings. CITES protection
relies on a permitting sys-
tem, which aims te ensure
that legal international trade
is not detrimental to species
listed in CITES Appendices.
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‘Follow guidelines
to protect sharks’

Express News Service

Chennai: A two-day
workshop to discuss
implementation of the
latest CITES (Conven-
tion on International
T'rade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora) listings on
over-fished sharks, be-
gan here on Tuesday.

The workshop is being
organised by CPR Envi-
ronmental Education
Centre to urge India and
its neighbouring coun-
tries to decide on strin-
gent implementation of
the latest CITES list-
ings.

Renowned scientist M
S Swaminathanand M L.
Srivastava, DIG (For-
ests), Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forests
(MoEF) spoke.

Speaking at the event,
Srivastava said that India
WS i ploneer in preser-
vation of sharks and had
already prohibited hunt-
ing and sale of shark-
based products.

“A policy decision to
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ban finning of sharks in
deep seas has been
framed by the Indian
government,” he said,

However, it was point-
ed out that the country
clandestinely contribut-
ed to international trade
in sharks and shark
products.

It is not the meat, but
the fins that have a lucra-
tive market in South-
East Asian countries.
One of the most in-de-
mand species off the In-
dian coastline is ham-
merhead shark. This,
and five other ones, along
with Manta Rays, were
identified as species
whose fishing required to
be regulated, at CTTES.

Swaminathan noted
that trade and bio-diver-
sity were closely linked.
“Trade can either pro-
mote or come in the way
of conservation. That is
why the role of CITES is
necessary.” he said.

He added that it was
heartening to see dele-
gates from other coun-
tries at the event,



