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The Coalition to End Wildlife Trafficking Online
34 company partners across Americas, Asia, Europe and Africa 
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Members Reduce 80%
Online Wildlife Trafficking



Industry Collaboration 

Machine Learning 

Enhancement

Policy Harmonization

Citizen Scientist 

Mobilization

In-Depth Company Training

User 

Education

The Approach



Aligning tech 
companies under 
one policy

76% of partners 

aligned so far



Key search words library

Use cases: For companies to build or to improve upon existing automated keyword 

filters; to inform build-out of interstitial program with companies; to reinforce Cyber 

Spotter training



antique carved faux deep carving I V Y natural grained pre-convention

antique bone carved ivory deep graining indian carved natural material raw ivory

antique Chinese carved natural estate sale ivery natural substance raw material

antique ivory carved netsuke exclusive ivorine netsuke replica ivory

antique netsuke carved puzzle ball exotic material ivory not bone schreger lines

antique tusk carved tusk faux ivory color (ed) not bone or resin scrimshaw

asian ivory cattle bone faux bone ivory colored not man made striations

bone Chinese bone faux bovine bone ivory colour (ed) not resin tusk

bone inlay Chinese carved faux ivorine ivory coloured okimono very heavy

bovine Chinese deep carved faux ivory ivory netsuke one-of-a-kind victorian

bovine bone Chinese ivory fossilized tusk IVY ox bone vintage carved

carved bone collectable graining mammoth patina vintage ivory

carved Chinese cow bone hand carved mammoth ivory patination walrus ivory

carved Chinese bone cross-hatch hand-crafted carved marine tooth posh bone weight/scales 

carved Chinese faux cross-hatch graining heirloom natural grain (ed) pre-ban whale tooth



Artificial Intelligence: Automated Detection / Removal



O.W.L.E.T.
(Online Wildlife Learning, Education & Training)

200 company 

enforcement staff 

trained, in-person or 

online



Coalition 

Wildlife Cyber 

Spotter 

Program

2,200+ illegal wildlife products reported across 6

key species groups

95% accuracy

10 online platforms searched

In 4 rounds …

Martin Harvey / WWF



165,000 ADS 

BLOCKED
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Have Insta?  Search for #carvedivory

Facebook announces ban on 
live animals in marketplace 
and e-commerce pages



The Future:  Total Wildlife Bans & Dark Web?



Thank you!

Crawford Allan 

crawford.allan@traffic.org



Tania McCrea-Steele

International Project 

Manager, Wildlife 

Crime

@ifaw

tmccrea@ifaw.org

ifaw.org

Links between Coalition & 
law enforcement 

• INTERPOL/ IFAW Cyber-enabled 
Wildlife Crime Workshop 

• Global Wildlife Cybercrime Action Plan 
• Funds –Guidelines 
• EU Commission grant 

mailto:info-int@ifaw.org
http://ifaw.org/


24How can the Coalition benefit WENs? 

How can the Coalition 
benefit WENs? 

Political will = enforcement capacity 

Disrupt @ scale - bad business for traffickers

Host cross-sector workshops 

Provide information - trends, MO’s

Channel info to companies 



25How can the Coalition benefit WENs? 

How can the Coalition 
benefit WENs? 

Inform trainings 

Make introductions to companies 

Improve understanding of company 

practices – the backend



26How can the Coalition benefit WENs? 

How can the Coalition 
benefit WENs? 

Educate users

Identify AI solutions 

Pass on info on traffickers to companies



27How WENs can help achieve the Coalition Goal of 80% reduction by 2020 

How WENs can help achieve the 

Coalition Goal of 80% reduction by 

2020 

Trainings, investigations and operations 

Company MOU’s/info sharing agreements 

Provide information to improve company 

performance

Provide info on prosecutions

• links to organised crime, impact of online wildlife trafficking 

to species survival



What do YOU need 

from The Coalition to End 

Wildlife Trafficking Online?

What do you need from The Coalition to End Wildlife Trafficking Online
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Thank you

Visit: www.endwildlifetraffickingonline.org

Tania McCrea-Steele

tmccrea@ifaw.org
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