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CITES: at the cross-section of trade and environment
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 

and Flora (1973)
• Binding trade/environment agreement for 184 Parties to control trade in 

40,000+ species of animals and plants (live, dead, parts & derivatives)
• wildlife and trade
• Conservation & sustainable use
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Illegal wildlife trade

Highly lucrative, transnational, and
poses serious risk to the conservation 
of wild species

• Revenues lost 
• Value of the ecosystem services lost

Exploits gaps in control systems 
• Manual procedures
• Weak monitoring & collaboration capacity,
• Weak information exchange between agencies
• Uses corruption, mixing illegal goods into legal 

trade, and fraud (fake permits, false 
declarations)
 Electronic permit systems can strengthen permit 
issuance, control and information exchange to fight 
illegal trade
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eCITES permitting system

• What is eCITES permitting 
system? 

The scope of eCITES includes 
electronic application and issuance 
of CITES permits, control and 
authentication of CITES permits, 
reporting as well as exchange of 
permits between the Parties. 

• Objective
To improve the implementation of 
the Convention by using modern 
Information and Communication 
Technologies to simplify compliant 
trade and to combat illegal trade.

4



Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

Governance and mandate

• Conference of Parties 

• Standing Committee

o Working Group on electronic 
systems and information 
technologies
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•Dec. 19.150-19.152 on Electronic Systems and Information 
Technology

oStandards for EPIX, alternatives of endorsement, traceability 
systems, use of HS codes, capacity development of MAs.

•Dec. 19.153-19.155 on Risk assessment and analysis for border 
control

oRisk bases analysis and inspection

https://cites.org/eng/dec/index.php/44355
https://cites.org/eng/dec/index.php/44354
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The Workshop
Objective
To build the capacity of the representatives of CITES Management Authorities, 
border enforcement authorities and other agencies that are planning or 
interested in developing electronic CITES permitting systems or exchange 
electronic permit information in Asia.

Topics
• eCITES project implementaiton
• Implementation status of eCITES
• Technical Standards for eCITES permits/certificates
• Use of 2D barcodes
• Electronic Permit Information Exchange (EPIX)
• Risk management and border control
• Species+ API
• UNCTAD-ASYCUDA eCITES solution
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CITES Permits and Certificates
• CITES regulates international trade in specimens of 

species of wild fauna and flora listed in its Appendices 
on the basis of a system of permits and certificates
which are issued only when certain conditions are met, 
and which must be presented when leaving and 
entering a country

• For Appendix-II and –III listed species, international 
trade is permitted but regulated

• For Appendix-I listed species, international trade is 
generally prohibited
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CITES: A Convention built on permits

• Permit ensures legality, sustainability 
and traceability of trade 

 The CITES permit is a key 
instrument of the Convention that 
balances conservation and 
sustainable use objectives
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How does it help the Parties?

Legality:
Origin & sourcing, (inter-) national legislation

Sustainability
Non-detriment findings 

Traceability
Trade data & transaction details 
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Use Case Diagram – CITES e-permit exchange for Appendix II species
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• The United Nations Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable Trade 
Facilitation 2023 (biennial) 

• New Question on Wildlife Trade Facilitation –
• Electronic Application, Issuance and Exchange of CITES 

Permits/Certificates

Current status of eCITES implementation  - New Survey Tool
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Current status of eCITES implementation – 2023 Survey Results
• Only less than 30 percent of respondent Parties have implemented 

this measure – www.untfsurvey.org
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http://www.untfsurvey.org/
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Key challenges
• Exchange of permit information between

national agencies and Parties and 
interoperability. 

• Possible alternatives to physical endorsements
of permits (digital signatures, barcodes).

• Risk management of CITES specimens and 
use of HS codes for controls. 

• Resources and capacity of Management 
Authorities

• Cooperation with border agencies (customs, 
law enforcement authorities etc.)

• Cost of implementation vs trade volume vs 
trade value.

• Lack of financial resources for implementing
eCITES across the regions. 
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Partners

UN/CEFACT
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Thank you

Salehin Khan
Email: khan.salehin@un.org
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