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 Accession/entry into force : July 9 & October 7 1993(120th Party)
 Law for CITES implementation : 'Wildlife Protection and Management Act’
 Stricter domestic measures: 

- No personal possession of mammals and birds (except parrots)
- reporting obligations for domestic transactions of live specimens
- pre-approval of captive-breeding(big cats, bears, crocodiles etc.)
- registration of captive facilities(mostly for animals that are bred a lot)

 Management Authorities :   Ministry of Environment(general case, permitting offices; 7 local
branches) & Ministry of Food and Drug Safety(medicines)

Overview

CITES Implementation in the ROK

 Korea ranks 5th in exports and 8th in imports 
by sample no.(CITES Wildlife Tradeview, ‘17-’21)
- frequent mass trades of artificially propagated 
plants and derivatives

 Ca. 7,000~10,000 permits were issued 
annually (‘18~’22).

 Due to domestic measures, an additional ca. 
40,000 cases per year should be processed.
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 The Ministry of Environment operates an 
online portal for handling civil complaints at 
the ministry level. 

 Basically, CITES permit issuance is handled 
using this system.

 Applicants may apply on paper or online .
 If an applicant makes a paper application, the 

person in charge of the MA enters the 
applicant’s information into the system for 
processing.

 A permit is issued through the system.

Main system

Current CITES Permit systems in the ROK

Frequently asked servicesCITESservices

Main page of the portal
(minwon.me.go.kr; Korean page only)

 To provide information on CITES species in Korean, 
the CITES species DB has been operated.

 For some species, even specific taxonomic 
information is included, so it is useful.

 However, due to problems such as continuity of 
translation and budget, it is currently at the level of 
providing basic information based on Species+ api.

CITES Species Database
Search result of CITES Species DB



Strengths and weaknesses

 Strategic management: Integrated implementation of the CITES and domestic measures
 Rapid task handling : Typically addressed within 7 working days
 Enhanced data management: Improving the convenience of the management and monitoring 

of permits and reporting data
 Fee payment: The integrated system processes the payment

Strengths

 Growing hardware requirements : Challenges in setting up hardware and its operation due to 
the comprehensive system of the Ministry

 System design: Challenges in having convenience features such as information exchange, 
statistical functionality, and annual report creation 
- Since it is used by the ministry, it is hard to immediately reflect decisions made by the CITES CoP.
- In particular, the application of updated technologies, such as permit security measures, is also 
difficult.

 No linkage among offices and Customs: Challenges in managing relevant information, 
monitoring trade and so on. 

 Management of inputting data : Need for separate criteria, such as scientific names and 
specimen units 

Weaknesses



Operation of the Comprehensive 
Wildlife Management System

Future plans

 Increased need for life cycle and transactions management of wildlife 
due to COVID-19 

 To meet the demands, initiated the development of a new system for all 
species subject to domestic measures, including CITES species(‘20~)

 Ongoing development and testing of the system, as of July 2023 
 Planned full operation in December 2023 

Launching “New System”
Login page

 Information sharing with local offices and 
customs offices

 Enhanced traceability and monitoring
 Enhanced CITES work convenience: statistical 

data, verification, annual report preparation, etc.
 Further upgrade needed

- Single window system
- Introduction of advanced document 
authenticity verification function

- EPIX system

Characteristics of “New system”
Tracability page



Thank you for your attention!

Tae-Kwon Noh

E-mail: taekom@korea.kr
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