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eCITES permitting system

• What is eCITES permitting 
system? 

The scope of eCITES includes 
electronic application and issuance 
of CITES permits, control and 
authentication of CITES permits, 
reporting as well as exchange of 
permits between the Parties. 



Four stages of the system – phased implementation
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How does it help the Parties?
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Legality:
Origin & sourcing, (inter-) national legislation

Sustainability
Non-detriment findings 

Traceability
Trade data & transaction details 
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Examples of Guidance 
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https://cites.org/eng
/prog/eCITES

The eCITES
Implementation

Framework (General 
guidance for project

implementation)

Guidelines and 
Specifications for 
Electronic Permit 

Information Exchange 
(EPIX) of CITES Permits and 

Certificates

International Standards
and Best Practices



Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 6

Latest – CITES Electronic Permitting Toolkit
Version No. 3

Publication - November 2022 (Final Draft)
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• When: Launched in 2020
• Who: Members: interested Management Authorities (MAs) and other 

relevant national stakeholders of CITES parties; Observers
• Why: Support interested CITES Management Authorities (MAs) and other 

relevant national stakeholders of CITES Parties in initiating and carrying 
out pilot-based and/or live electronic exchanges of CITES permits among 
them.

• How: Physical and virtual meetings
• What: Sharing knowledge, experience, practices and lessons learned; 

Development of guidelines and briefs; Pilots: How to conduct?
• How to join?

UNECE: Ms. Yan Zhang (yan.zhang1@un.org) or 
UNESCAP: Mr. Tengfei Wang (wangt@un.org) or 
CITES Secretariat: Salehin Khan (khan.salehin@cites.org) 

UNECE-ESCAP Task Force on Electronic Permit Information Exchange

mailto:yan.zhang1@un.org
mailto:wangt@un.org
mailto:khan.salehin@cites.org
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Current activities - UN/CEFACT Project - White paper Digitizing Transit 
Accompanying Documents 
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• CITES use case.
• Trade in CITES-listed

species are subject to 
various conditions. 

• Transit and 
transshipment are 
allowed. 
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Current activities (capacity-building) - National Stakeholder 
Consultation on eCITES Implementation in Vanuatu
Co-organized with UNCTAD and SPREP

29-30 September 2022, Port Vila, 
Vanuatu 
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Current activities (capacity-building) - Workshop on eCITES
Implementation in the Pacific Island States
Co-organized with UNCTAD and SPREP 

3 October 2022, Apia, Samoa



Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

What’s next? 

• Focus on authentication and control
• End-to-end transparency and control in the CITES 

supply chain.
• Collaboration and cooperation among agencies 

between border agencies and MAs and improve 
exchange of information on permits, seizures etc.

• Greater uptake of e-permitting systems and thus more 
support towards the implementation of the eCITES
permit management systems.
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Thank you
khan.salehin@un.org

More information:

cites.org/eng/prog/eCITES

mailto:Khan.salehin@un.org
https://cites.org/eng/prog/eCITES
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