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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES 
OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

____________________ 

 
 
 

Seventy-fourth meeting of the Standing Committee 
Lyon (France), 7 - 11 March 2022 

MIKE and ETIS Subgroup 

ACCOUNTING FOR NON-REPORTING IN ETIS DATA  AGGREGATES 

1. This document has been prepared by the TRAFFIC in collaboration with the CITES Secretariat. 

2. At its 70th meeting, the Standing Committee requested TRAFFIC to compile aggregated summaries 
of the validated ETIS data on an annual basis for presentation on the CITES website (SC70 SR).  

3. TRAFFIC has since produced aggregated data summaries that were posted on the ETIS website of 
CITES as depicted with sample data in Table 1.  

4. However, currently if a country doesn’t have any seizure data in ETIS for a given year, the data 
aggregates appear as zero and it is impossible to distinguish between a country that reported to ETIS 
that no seizures of elephant specimens occurred and a country that did not report to ETIS (Table 1. 
Includes an example for 2017).  

5. To correctly differentiate between non-reporting to ETIS and reporting to ETIS that no seizures were 
made for a given year, it is proposed to add an indicator in years where no reporting has occurred 
(Table 1 includes an example for 2017). This will be similar to the annual reporting tables published 
by CITES (first page from latest report in Annex 1), however instead of leaving the entry blank when 
no reporting has occurred, an NR superscript indicator will be used and incorporated into the seizure 
data aggregates. Using a superscript indicator will also allow depiction of non-reporting by the Party 
when seizure data exist from other sources (e.g., World Customs Organization, CITES reports, or 
news media). If the Party reports to ETIS in later years, the entry will be amended by removing the 
non-reporting superscript indicator.  

 Table 1. Current (1) and suggested (2) data aggregates to differentiate between a country reporting to ETIS that 
no seizures occurred and a country not reporting to ETIS for a given year. Data are fictitious and used as an 
example to illustrate current and suggested formats to represent non-reporting. Example differences are 
highlighted for the year 2017, where NR denotes non-reporting to ETIS. 

 No. of Seizures reported to ETIS by year 
 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
1. Current data aggregate summary 
County that reported to ETIS no seizures were made 
in 2017 10 15 0 1 6 

County that did not report to ETIS in 2017 6 1 0 12 1 
2. Suggested data aggregate summary 
County that reported to ETIS no seizures were made 
in 2017 10 15 0 1 6 

County that did not report to ETIS in 2017 6 1 0NR 12 1 
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Recommendation 

6.  The MIKE and ETIS Subgroup is invited to consider and support the proposal in paragraph 5. 
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Annex 1 

 Annual Reports of CITES Parties – Sample page 

 

 


