Prop. 10.62

CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS FOR AMENDMENT OF APPENDICES | AND I

Other proposals

Proposal

Transfer of the Bangladesh Population of Varanus flavescens
from CITES Appendix-T to Appendix-II for an export quota of
100,000 skins in 1997, 100,000 in 1998 and 100,000 in 1999
(Pursuant to Resolution Conf. 9.21).

Proponent

The People’s Repuhlic of Rangladesh

- Supporting Statement

Taxonomy

1.1 Class - Reptilia

1.2 Order ~ Sauria

1.3 Family - Varanidae

1.4 Scientific name - Varanus flavescens

1.5 Common name- engl. Yellow Monitor
esp. Varano amarillo
fr. : Varan jaune
de, : Gelbwaran
ital, : Varano giallo
Rangl ., : Kalo gui, Hun gui

1.6 Code No, A-303.016.001.008

Riclogical Data
2.1 Distribution @ Rangladesh, Burma, N. India, Paﬁistan.
2.2 Populations
Varanus flavescens 1is very common in Bangla@esh and
occurs almost throughout the country except the coastal

saline region,

Tn a survey conducted in 1981 in 13 vilﬂages of
Dhaka, Mymensingh and Tangail districts maginly by
interviewing village people, it was found that oﬂ average
0.17 individuals of the sgspecies occur in a Homestead
i.e., in every three acres of homestead habitats. In the

gsame survey, density of the species was found to be 0.09




individuals in a homestead i.e. in every acre in the
villages of Rajshahi Division {(Annexure-I),

In a crude extrapolation of the result$ of the
survey by WCMC (World Conservation Monitoring |[Centre),.
the population size of the species was estimated at 0,2
millions given 70,000 to 85,000 villages in the [country.

In an extensive survey conducted in 17 out of 19

districts of the country in 1988, density of the

was estimated at 7.5 individuals per square |1
(Annexure~-I1T), The survey was conducted b
transacts through forests and complete investig

villages with the assistance of village people,

total of the species from the ahove survey, was ¢

n

species
‘ilometer
vy using
ation in
Country

stimated

at 120083 individuals.

In a survey conducted in 1998, density of the
species was determined at 49 individuals per km2 in the
Rarind Tract and 1.08 kmz in the flood plains;| and the
population size for the country was estimated |at about
1.7 million individuals. The method used in this survey
was "Trap, record, mark and release”"., All monitor lizards
in a block of one square kilometer was trapped and
counted. Tt was an actual whole count. The survey was
made almost in all habitats throughout the| country
{(Annexure-IIT). It has been recommended in the survey
report that 10% of the +total population dould be
harvested from the wild for commercial purposesd,

Population trend

The gpecies had been under continuous harvest from
the wild for a long time (since twenty decadel of this
century); and from 1958 to 1988, average export of
monitor skins from Bangladesh has been estimat@d to be
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about 716657 skins per year. From this average export

figures it is obvious that monitor lizards have vyery high
reproductive potentiality in Bangladesh. For this reason,

after withdrawal of CITES reservation by Japan in 1992,
he

ot

0

populations of monitor lizards in the country have

increased very rapidly. Secondly, habitats jof this
species are very suitable in the country (though the

country is  highly populated). The species prefers
embankments, river banks, khals, mponds or gullies or

agricultural lands where human activities are uyncommon.

The species hreeds i.,e., lays egds in termite mounts

which are not normally used by the people. For this
reason, breeding success of the species is much $igher in
the country than any other reptilian species dr group.
So, population trend of the species in Rangladesh 1is

alwave towards rapid increase.

2.3 Habhitats : It mainly lives in embankments, khals, ponds.
Trade Data
3.2.1 National Utilization : Tts meat is reportled to he

eaten by tribal people of the country, and skins

available from incidental and natural déaths are
used in the manufacture of purses,; shoes, belts and
sometimes seen to he sold in the lotal city
markets. These local activities are insignificant

in comparison to the population sizes.

3.2,2 Annual average export

Year-wise export of monitor skins from Bangladesh to

Japan is annexed {Annexure-IV)., As per explanation of the
1 WCMC, export of monitor skins from Bgngladesh

1 st Pakistan (Now
Pakistan) for the nperiod from 1961 to 1971, and
separately recorded for the vears 1958 - 1960, and 1972 -

v recorded with the then We
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1988, and estimated annual average export for these

three phases has been respectively estim

ated at

1080694 .82, 865079.3 and 636476.12 skins. Of the average

10,80694.82 skins exported per vear jointly from

East Pakistan and West Pakistan, B80-95% were

the then

then East Pakistan i.e, Bangladesh. From this praoportion,

the annual average estimated export for the pen
1961 to 1971 alone from Rangladesh stands at 17
skins (average of the three phases average).
ratio of monitor skins exported to Japan is no
However, based on esgti ~ion by All Japan

mat
Association (AJRA) WCMC reported that
bengalensis had 680% and Varanus flavescens had 4
Monitor skins imported to Japan. The Ranglades
country report to CITES for 19883, 1984 and 1985

following species composition:

iod from
16657.44
Srecies
t known,
Reptile
Varanus
D% of the
h annual
had the

V. bengalensis = 10,99,395 Skins.

V. flavescens = 3,55,720 "

V. salvator = 9,500 "

It appears from the above statistics that 33% i.e., about
236496 pieces of skins of V. flavescens were |exported

every vyvear during the period from 1958 +to 1

Legal Trade

CITES entered into force in Bangladesh

988 from

on 18th

February, 1982, and till this date, monitor skins were

'_J
D
hjes
m
o

1y exported from Bangladesh.

Government received a stock of a

bout two

millions of monitor skinsgs which were procured by traders

before 1982 (Pre-convention Acquisition). Due

to CITES

Appendix-1 statns of V, hengalensis and V., flavescens,

these skins could not be exported to any party

-

1t Japnan.

from the.




! of the stock|, and the
Government did not allow export of any monitpr skins
after completion of about 1.5 million skinsg| of this
nfiscated stock to Japan and about 5,00,000 pieces of
sking were damaged,
3.2.4 Illegal Trade
After 1985, the Ministry of Environment and Forest,

and the Management Authority for CITES in Bangladesh i.e.

the Chief Conservator of Forests did not issue any permit
for export of monitor skins from RBangladesh. |However,
there were reports about illegal trade of meonitlor skins
from BRangladesh, and in 1991, an illegal oonsi%nment of
about 1,000,000 skins were seized in the Chittaéong sea-

port. The skins were confiscated and damaged.

2.,2.5 Potential Trade threats
The trade volume of the gpecies for a perio@ of last
about 30 vears, and present population statu$ of the
species in the country indicate that ther% is no
potential trade threats to the natural populatiohs of the

species in Bangladesh.

Protection Status
4.1 National : The species is included in the Third |Schedule
of the Bangladesh Wildlife (Preservation)(Amendment) Act,
1974; and due to this status, harvest of the species

without government permission, is punishable offence.

-
[N]

International : The species is included in Appendix-I of
CITES and at present, there is no reservation| on thi
CITES status {(Javnan withdrew its reservation from the
gpecies in 1992).

4,3 Additional Protection needs : Not required.. Domestic

Legislation is comprehensive to give necessary
protection.




Information on similar gspecies :

f

The two other monitor species of the c

o
n

bengalensis and Varanus salvator. Both of

included in the Third Schedule of the Bangladesh

(Preservation) (Amendment ) Act

very common and occurs throughout the country; and

salvator is also verv common in the coasta

Comments from Range States

Range states have heen written for support and

on the proposal

{Annexure-IIT1),

Additional Remarks
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