Proposal for temporary transfer of the populations of Varanus
bengalensis and V. flavescens of Bangladesh from Appendix I to
Appendix I of CITES by the Conference of the parties

1. Introduction

This is a proposal for temporary transfer of the lizard populations of
Varanus bengalenis and V. flavescens of Bangladesh from Appendix 1 to
Appendix II in the next meeting of the Conference of the Parties to facilitate
one tme disposal of a total number of 101,954 pieces of lizard skin
confiscated by the Customs Authority of Bangladesh.

2. Background

Bangladesh is a member of CITES and is committed to the protection of
the wild fauna and flora specially all the species included in Appendix.],
Appendix-II and Appendix-III. According to Article O of the Convention on
Intermational Trade in F:ndangerad Species of Wild Fauna and Flara (QTTES)
“Appendix I' shall include all species threatened with extinction which are
or may be affected by trade in specimens of these species must be subject to
particularly strict regulation in order not to endanger further their survival
and must only be authorized in exceptional circumstances. Appendix IT
shall include: (a) all species which although not necessarily now threatened
with extinction may become so unless trade in specimens of such species is
subject to strict regulation in order to avoid utilization incompatible with
their survival; and (b) other cpecioc which muot be subjeet to regulation in
arder that trade in nparimenn nf eertnin rpecinn teferred fo In Ruh

paragraph (a) ot this paragraph may be brought under ettective control.
Appendix III shall tnclude all species which any Party identified as being
subject to regulation within its Jurisdiction for the purpose of preventing or
restricting exploitation, and as needing the cooperation of other parties in
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the control of trade. The barties shall not gllow trade in specimens of

Species included in Appendices I, II and II] except in accordance with the
provisions of the present Convention.”

Bangladesh strictly follows the above provisions of CITES as a member
country and no trade is allowed in the specimens included in the

Appendices I, IT and III.

However, a very “exceptional circumstance” was created when the Customs
Authority of Bangladesh confiscated a total quantity of 101,954 pieces of
Lizard skin. Resolution Conference 3.14 makes recommendations on the
disposal of confiscated or otherwise accumulated specimen of Appendix I
Species. Broadly it has been recommended that the parties consider the
feasibility of a system of international exchanges of confiscated specimens
for scientific/educational and for enforcement/identification purposes,
either by direct contacts or alternatively through the Secretariat.

The governmienl of Baogladesh maformed the seticlaial  as carly as 1
December, 1993 vide its Memo No. MOEF SEC-3/MOEF-14/91/834 and
again vide its Memo No. MOEF SEC-3/MOEF-14/91/ 967 dated 28
December, 1993 regarding the problems being faced in the disposal of the
above quantity of lizard skin. '

In this respect, reference is made to recommendation Conference 2.15
which provides that “while confiscated specimens of Appendix I species
should not be returned to commercial utilization in any form, physical
destruction of the specimens should only be considered as z last resort after
exhaustion of .other options".
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The parties are requested to appreciate that Bangladesh is proposing
“commercial utilization™ of this quantity only as an alternative to “physical
destruction”. This is a one time alternative and shall not be repeated in the
interest of protection of the species included in Appendix -I.

3. Objectives

The objectives of the present proposal are to ensure :

a)

b}

c)

e)

utilization of the confiscated pieces of the lizard skin by other
member countries of the CITES for authorized utilization for
scientific/educational and for enforcement/identification
purposes on payment of a fixed price to the Government of
Bangladesh.

that disposal is limited only to the extent of the pieces that have
been confiscated.

that all the Parties to the Conference are informed regarding
the strict measures followed by the Government of Bangladesh in

. breventing trade in species included in Appendix-I.

that the disposal of species included in Appendix-I is done
strictly in accordance with the provisions of CITES.

that commercial disposal is limited to very exceptional
circumstances and the Government of Bangladesh can utilize the

- funds obtained from such authorized disposal to the cause of

Improvement and protection of this and other species included
in the Appendices -1, I and III.
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4. Methodology of Disposal

The first step towards disposal is transfer of the populations of Varanus
bengalensis and V. flavescens of Bangladesh from Appendix I to Appendix I
of CITES by the Conference of the parties. Once the transfer is kindly
considered and approved the government of Bangladesh would seek the
help of the Secretariat and also other member countries to have the
information regarding their Tespective demands for the confiscated and
above mentioned quantity of the lizard skin after which arrangements will be
made to ship the required quantities to respective member
countries/parties. This will be done under arrangements strictly supervised
by the concerned government agency.

It is mentioned that the funds received in the process will be utilized for
protection and improvement of flora and fauna in general and the species in
particular.

5. Consequences if the transfer is not favourably considered

If the current proposal for the stipulated transfer is not favourably
considered then the only alternative left to the Government of Bangladesh
will be “physical destruction of the specimens”. It should be appreciated
that such destruction will not help the cause of protection of the flora and
fauna in Bangladesh or the species in particular. It will only cause damage to
this rare specimen which can be utilized to the maximum benefit of other
member countries for bonafide use and to the ultimate cause of protection
and improvement of the Species in Bangladesh and in other member
countries. ‘

Other Proposals - Reptilia - page 94



Other Proposals - Reptilia - page 95



96 ebed - eyndey - sjesodouy PYy10

STANDARD REPORTING FORMAT EOR ) NYENTORY OFF SPICIMENS

INVENTORY OF APPINDIX [ SPECIMENS AVAILABL )

OR I!XCI-IANGI!/I..OAN/DONATION

COUNIRY : BANGLADESH  ADDRHSS IFOR CORRBSPONDIINCI! : MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT & FOREST, GOV. OF THE PEOPLIS REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
DAY : 03/04/1994, '
SPECHIS DESCRIPTION QUANTITY ORIGIN | DONATION/ REMARKS
. EXCHANGI¥LOAN
Varanus bengatensls . Skin selzed by the Law enforcing 1.01.954 ploces | Bangla- Sclentific/educational/ Proposed disposal wil
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STANDARD REPORTING FORMAT FOR APPENDIX I SPECTMEN RECTPIENTS .
RECTPIENTS FOR CONFISCATED OR OTHFR ACCUMIJL ATED APPENDIX T SPEC IMENS

_COUNTRY : BANGLADESH

Name/title Minisiry of Environment & Forest, Gowvt. of the People's Republic
of Bangiadesh, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka.

Address for - | M/c Environment & Ferest Govt, of the People's Republic of
Bangiadesh, rarigt Building, .

correspondence g Secretcriar Building, Dhaka

Typ: Qf specimens LIVE/PARTS AND DERIVATIVES/LIZARD SKINS

General scope of Confiscated centrabang lizard skin totaling 1,01,954 pieces, |

activities
Varanus bengalensis and V. fiavescens

Particular

specializations

Scienﬁﬁc/edUcch‘oncl/enx‘orcementﬂdenﬂﬁccﬁon and other

Use of specimens >l
P guthorised commercial use.,

Particular species Varanus bengalensis and V. fiavescens

Remarks Desiruction of the confiscated specimens will not ‘act as
deterrent i¢ illegal poaching. However the Govt., is faking aii

steps to ensure thet such ilegal kiling of the specimeén is

prevented effectively. : _
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W CATT wXE WIPW AT Dr. M Omar Feruque Khen
Sty (arwras) : Beouty Secreta:y {Adn}
AT « IN TYqtuy Miziary of Eaviroumea: and Forost
wsrwTar} ey sgwts Govt of Bungindesh,
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