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Addendum

AMENDMENTS TO APPENDIX I AND II OF THE CONVENTION ENGLISH ONLY

A. PROPOSAL
Transfer from Appendix I to Appendix II of the Cheetah (Acino~y~
~ubatus) populations of Botswana, Malawi, Nainibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe,
subject to quotas on Appendix II.

B. PROPONENTS
Botswana, Malawi, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe

C. SUPPORTING STATEMENT

1. Taxonomy

11. Class Mammalia

12. Order Carnivora

13. Family Felidae

14. Species Acinonyx ~ubatus (Schreber, 1775)

15. Common Names English : Cheetah
French : Guepard
German : Gepard
Portugese : Guepardo
Spanish : Guepardo, Chita

16. Code Numbers CITES A—112—007.003.00l
ISIS 5301412007003001001

2. Biological Data :

21. Distribution

Historical : Cheetah were once widely distributed in Africa and
Asia, from the Cape of Good Hope to the Mediterranean, the Arabian
Peninsula and Asia Minor, India and Pakistan to the southern states
of the farmer ~Union çiy

Current : Asia : Cheetah are still found in the northern parts of
the Arabian Peninsula (2), in Iraq, Iran and east of the Caspian
Sea to Afganistan and Pakinstan. (3)

Northern Africa ; Cheetah have been recorded from southeastern
Algeria, on the borders of Algeria with Mali, in northwestern Niger
and in Libya, although small in numbers. (1,2)

Sub-Saharan Africa Cheetah are still found in small and isolated
populations in the Sahel and Sudan areas, southwestern Mauritania
to Tchad, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia and. Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya
(1,2)

Southern Africa : The cheetah is concentrated primarily in the west
and southern countries of this regions The are widespread, but low
in numbers in Zambia, excluding’ the Zambezi Valley and parts of the
eastern province, while restricted to reserves in the central and
northern provinces in Malawi, (2)



In Zimbabwe1 cheetah ocçi~ ~ ~ ~ ~~
~otswana w2.~e.Ly ~Istributed, eccept in the settled areas of the
east and found commonly in the central and northern parts as well
as in the mountainous regions in the south of Namibia. (2,4,5,6)

22. Population (estimates and trends)

Estimation of cheetah numbers in the southern African region have
always been extremely difficult, as reflected in the wide ranges
quoted in the literature (1,5,6,11 & 12>
Only two intensive surveys of cheetah numbers have been attempted
to date for Zimbabwe (4) and in Namibia (6). In Zimbabwe a
questionnaire survey and personal interviews with landowners
estimated the numbers to be 500, with subsequent estimates up to
1000. Results from a Nambian research project in 1985 where a
number of animals were collared, horneranges calculated at 800 -

1200km and cheetah densities of 1 per 20 km indicated estimates
of 2000 — 3000 cheetah for that period.
Estimates for Botswana range from 1000 2500 cheetah,
with Malawi and Zanibian populations at approximately 1000. (5)

Trends : There appears to be a downward trend in cheetah numbers
in all the proponent countries.

• In Namibia, historical records (7) show cheetah to have
been widespread th~coughout the country, but rare until the early
l~70’s, From about 1970 1982 there appears to have been
a large increase in numbers, proportionately related to the large
increases in wild game populations on farmland for the same period.
In 1982 a widespread outbreak of Rabies caused a sharp decline in
game populations which resulted in large numbers of cheetah killed
on farmland due to stock depredation. (6,8,9,10,11 & 12).
The cheetah numbers appears to continue to decline on farmland
where the cheetah is viewed as the major threat to livestock.
Cheetah numbers in Zimbabwe are reported to be increasing, but with
an increasing larger number of animals killed on farms in
protection of livestock, (4,5).

23. Habitat (Trends)
Although studies from east Africa reported cheetah habitat to be
open grass plains, these areas are avoided by cheetah in
Namihia in preference to thicker bush s~v~nna areas with additional
shelter arid cover (10).
The single most important factor of cheetah habitat in these areas
is the fact that in Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe less than 10
15% of the estimated cheetah population occur within formally
protected conservation area~1 Th~ bu2k nf the population ~ro feu~d
on farmland (both commercial and communal) where the cheetah is one
of the major predators of livestock. (4,5,6) These large tracts of
inhabited land support the bulk of the wildlife of these
countries and are free of the natural enemies of cheetah.
In all the proponent countries cheetah habitat is being threatened
by human population growth rates and farming practices.

3. Trade Data :

31. National Utilization
Cheetah are killed in all the proponent countries in defence of
livestock.

2



In Namibia the cheetah is viewed as single most important predator
of livestock on both commercial and communal farms. Livestock
losses to cheetah are reported to be between 10 ~ 8Th1~11
~ L~t~? ~i~u ~Q~tB) aria ~ - ~t ror cattle farni~.rzg (6).
Cheetah are mainly caught in cage~traps arid then shot.
In Nainibia farmers have to report cheetah shot in defence of
Hv~tnrk within 10 dayi~. Ta~la I ~&~iL~ J.~Lc~ ~n the numoer or
cheetah shot annually as predators of livestock in Nam~.bia since
1980.

- — — —I---- - —~

YEAR SHOT IN PROTECTION TROPHY HUNTED LIVE EXPORT TOTAL
OF LIVESTOCK

1980 623 0 139 762

1981 669 0 58 727

1992 950 0 40 890

1983 721 12 124 857

1984 646 7 61 714

1995 537 21 113 671

1986 319 17 67 402

1997 317 12 87 416

1998 272 20 / 92 374

1989 271 32 67 370

1990 301 29 69 399

1991 145 40 51 236

Trophy hunting and export of live cheetah have been encouraged in
Namibia in an attempt to curb the number of cheetah shot as
predators of livestock, and to change the attitude of the farmers
toward the cheetah from a: “kill at all cost” to one where cheetah
would be tolerated and accepted. By providing some form of
financial return for the losses caused, farmers are now encouraged
to utilize the cheetah on a sustainable basis, rather than
implement total eradication.
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32. Legal International Trade

Namibia has been the largest exporter of live cheetah and skins
(13).
(See Table I for a sur~mary of permits issued for the period 1980
1991). The export of live cheetah has only been permitted within
the CITES requirements to inte ~tiona11y recoqnizod Zoos ~d
hrceding ocr4tre~ - as the only alternative solution tQ those
cheetah o~p~u~ad a~ predators or Livestock on farmland.
Namibia only allows the sale of cheetah skins within the country
for local persor~ use, whi1~ only skino ob~ined &~ I r~hi~ n~ay
be ex?VLL.ed.

3~. I1l~~l Trade

Proc~~ 1evel~ vL~ illegal tra~e in live cheetah and skins are
minima], with ~ f~. ~ir~g1€. ~k.Lr~c~ cwpertecl i~ ~

~s souvenirc.

34. Potential Trade Threats :

L~V~ fl~&i
In al)~ ~ ~c~nrnr riniirrtr1~g him npnnis~s fl1L~I ~ ~
exported ur~ç~ G~T~ rp~ifl~tinns in a000rd3Roa ~~
III.

342. Parts &nd derivatives 1
rhssl’ah rkinc awe ~au~h€ ~. ~u~Live purposes in private
1inmr~i ~nr~ ~rs iit~t in da~~ ~ ~ u#~u.ers zor t~-ie
manufacturing of any garments.

4. Protection Status :

41. National

In ~otswana, Namibia and Zambia the cheetah is a protected animal
and may only be killed in defence of livestock which must be
reported within ten days in Nainibia, In Zimbabwe the cheetah is
classified as “controlled gaxn&t and in Nalawi “dangerous gam&’
which may be shot in defence of liVestOCk, in Nalawi the burden of
proving this lies at the accused.

42. International Status :

Cheetah is listed on Appendix I on CITES. Namibia entered CITES
with a reservation on the cheetah on 18 November 1990.

43. Additional Protection Status :

It is vitally important to state very clearly that no further
national or international protection laws will or can have any
effect on the actual conservation status of this species on
farmland in southern Africa. It is impossible to control or
prevent the killing of cheetah in defence of livestock on the vast
tracts of farmland of especially Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe.
Farmers experiencing livestock losses to cheetah are not interested
in any illegal market, only in preventing direct financial loss of
income.
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All National Parks in southern Africa with high numbers of lion,
hyaeria and, other large predators support low and limited numbers of
cheetah
One of the only solutions of conserving a healthy free roaming
cheetah population on farmland is to give the farmer the
opportunity of receiving direct financial gain and compensation for
losses incurred, encouraging him to having cheetah on his land.
This can only be established by allowing the trophy hunting and
export of live specimens of those cheetah to be killed as livestock
raiders on a strictly controlled quota system.

5, Information on simiiar~pecies

The leopard (Panthera pardus) is also spotted, but differences in
anatomy arid patterns are obvious.
It is far easier to distinguish cheetah from the rest of the spotted
cats than ‘to distinguish any other member of that group.

6, Comments from countries of orjg~n

Comments have riot been obtained from all countries where cheetah occur.

7. Additional Remarks

The cheetah population in southern Africa, and especially in Botswana,
Nainibia, Zimbabwe and Botswana is not in danger of extinction.
The successfu~, ccn~rvat~on r≥f th~~ populations, and the Gu~vi~al ~f
cheetah on farmland cannot be assisted or improved by the Appendix I
lisping of this species since the s~yjy~j of this sp~niP~ depen~ on
the commercial an~ rural farmer to whom the cheetah poses a direct
financial threat0
The transfer of the Cheetah in the proposing countries to Appendix II,
subject to an export quota will, in accordance with Articles II and III
enhance the survival of this species in the wild.

It is under the provisions of Conf. 7.14 that the proponents of this
prrpn~i1 ~e~k the transfor of ~.he eheetah ~~ul~tions in sotswana,
Nalawi, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe to Appendix II, subject to annual
export quotas, The paragraphs of this resolution are dealt with
individually below :

a) As has been argued in this proposal, based on two surveys in Naxnibia
and Zimbabwe, the controlled. export of live animals and hunting
trophies are prerequisites for the survival of this species in the
wild on farmland;

b) The cheetah is non-migratorY and can be adequately managed. by each
of the prr’pnn~nt couritriecr

c) The fact that the last, large, free-roaming cheetah populations left
in the world ~ found on nQn-prntPr’ted. areas of intorioively i~~’~je~i
commercial and communal farmland, gives ample evidence of these
countries’ ability to manage these populations;

d) Controls on trade in the exporting countries are sufficientlY
rigorous to ensure that other species are not affected: it will
futhermore also require the assistance o±urt~fl~ parties to
oncuro th~#~ ~hase aai~ ~ ~re maintainect arter the specimens
have been exported ;

e) Cheetah skins exported will cyitinue to be tagged in accordance with
Resolution Conf. 5.16 and a uniform marking system for live animals
will be implemented once recommended by the Animals Committee.

5



f~ The nf~ ~•j~ jui~l~ ~ ~

imrnnrinhn ~ ~ 1 ~r 1 I 1 mi i LL_ ~

obsç~yç~ ~ ~fl n nrt~ nf 1i’rC srlir~inr %flW~ flh1~5 ~

g) Annual reports will continue to be submitted as required under
paragraph 7 of Article VIII of the Conventions

h) Narnibia, the only proponent with a reservation on cheetah, will
wit~r~W ~ ~rv~t.1nn within ~1v mni,thr r~f rnnoiuL~q a~
oxpor~ quota fer live spe~i~i~n~ ~nc~ hunting trOpflieS~

~e zo~owing wiil apply with regard to the fourth part of this
resolution

a) The transfer is effective for a period of two intervals between
regular meetings of the Conference of the Parties after which the
species will be returned to Appendix I if a full proposal according
to the Berne Criteria (or any other criteria which may replace them)
has not been approved by the Parties t

b) Quotas should be established, confirmed, or changed only by the
Conference of Parties (the proposed quotas for the proponents of
this proposal are included as Annex I)

r~) Thi~ r~ara~raPh rol~tii~ ~ ~ l~ not appj.icai~J.e

d) It is noted that, where Parties with approved quotas have no
intention to seek an alteration of the quotas, no supporting
statement is required at a meeting of the Conference of the Parties
provided reporting requirement have been met ;

a) The provisions of this paragraph are addressed in Annex I ;

f) The reporting requirements on the information required by the
Secretariat annually are noted.
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ANNEX I

SU8MISSION OF QUOTAS FOR CHEETAH

pursuant to Resolution Con-f., 7.14

STATE QUOTA

Botswana 100

Malawi 10

Namibia 150

Zambia 50

Zimbabwe 50

r~gI~: Con-f.. 7..14 part 11(e) requires the following to be indicated in
the supporting statement :

i) the proposed total annual wild harvest, including the o-f-ftake
from cropping, trophy hunting and ranching ;

The above quotas include both sport hunting and live animals,
caught as problem animals, to be exported.. None o-f the
proponents a-f this proposal intend to harvest cheetah -for their
skins.. There will thus be no cropping or ranching..

ii) the proposed number and type of wild—collected specimens to be
exported.. -

All animals on the quota will be wild—collected specimens.
Parts and derivatives to be exported will include the skins
and parts a-f skeletons.

iii) the proposed number and type a-f captive—born specimens..

It is not envisaged that any of the proponents are intending
to breed cheetah in captivity -for purposes a-f exporting either
live specimens or parts and derivatives..




