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A. Broposals Transter of the Indonesian population of

Bclervpanes formosus from Apperndix I to Appendix
11, with a desired guota of 2,500 for export.

B. Proppnent: The Republic of Indonesia

3o Suporting statemsiils

1. Taxonomy

1.1 Olasss Fisces
1.2 Grder: Ostevglossiformes
1.5 Familys Osteoglossidas
1.4 Gpecles: geleropanes formosus
1.% Common names:

English: Asian Bonytongue, Asian Arowana

Frenchs Selervpage d'fAsie

Spaniahs Pez lenguibhugso malavo

Indonesian: Ikan siluk, ikan khavangan,

ikan ranokelasn
1.6 odo MNMumbei=:

2. Biolepgical datas

-

2.1 Distribution: Scleropagtes fornosus ie known to eccur
from a wide geographic region that includes Indonesia,
Burma, Thalland, Malaysia, Laos; Kampuchea and Vietham. In
Indonesia, Scleropaces foronosus is distributed in the lower
reaches of the rivers in Sumatre, Bangka and Kalimantan., In
Bumatra, it is known from such rivers as Kampar, Slak Kecil,
Rokan in the Riau province and from the Kerinci lake in the
province of Jambi. In Kalimantan, it is known from the
FRapuas and Landak rivers.

A2 Fopulation: There has been to date no detailed survevs
carried out to deterains the population size of ArleroDarms
B snwonn ywlvenn wne wige geographic distribution. It is
nowever astimatend that at leasd 20,000 animars are taken
arnmually from West Kalimantan populstions alone. The mailm
fishing locations in West Kalimantan are in the Simtang and
kapuas Hulu regions. [t was widely believed that the speries
wae Lihgl. to he elpgedds 10 TRE 8Ylenclue BUSAPRs wl Basl
and Houth Kalimantan and also in the swamps in Nowrth

Sramatra . '

2.3 Habifat: Most of the $cleropaces formosus habltats are
located within conservation arses, &.g: Danau Fulauw Besar
ard Danaw Bawah Bame Ressrves (Riasu Province in Sumatra),
Bunung Ferincd Nature Ressrve, Bukit Tapal Nalw e Reserve,
and Merangin Mejunto Bame Reserve (Jambi Provinee in
Bumatra). The species inhabits lakes, swamps, flooded
forests and slow moving streams and rivers. It iz found in
waters that are slightly acidic. The substrate is fine
grainad sand without stone or gravel. Tall trees usually
burder the rivers. The fish inhabits waters 2=3 m deep,
prefering to remain hidden among the vegetation during the
day and swrface in the night to swim along the open
thannels,
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Sclerppages formosus has a varied diet that dnrludss among
ntherae, torresde sl insects, arachnids, non-woody roots and
tubers.

o

A Trade datas

ALY

F.1 National utiligatinn: Biunm @iyl Ue -speciwes nas beeo
wwot&meaﬁ wince 1vBO by the Decree of the Minister of
Agriculture No: 7i4/Kpte/Um/i0/1980 according to which no
private taking, possession and trade of this species is
allowed except for scientific research. In the past, such
tish were consumed by local people. Howsver, with the
Chinese community regarding this fish as a symbol of
fortune, its exploitation has been rife.

.2 International trade: In 1982, according to TRAFFIG
Reports, Japan alone imported at least 2,000 Sclegrapages
tish from Indonesia. These were registered as “captive
bred". Since there has bezen no record of successful breeding
in captivity of this species in Indonesia, this claim cennot
he trug. The only country where this fish has been bred in
captivity successfully is Singapore where in 1981, the Green
Arowana was bred.

3.3 Illegal trade: It appears that illegal trade in this
fish might have commenced in 1970 and has been increasing
signiticantly over the past four years. The trade has .become
illegal since the total ban was imposed in 1980. The
Indongsian Management Authority has received several offers
from Hong Kong to return the specimens that were
contiscated. Unfortunately, these could not be retrieved by
Tnarmmesia for wanl wl funds. The suspected smuggling routes
to other countries from Indonesia go through Pontianak in
kalimantan and Medan and/or Pekanbaru in Sumatra. It should
he noted that during the period of August to December 1985,
77% specimens were confiscated in 31 raids along Fontianak
and Tanjumg FPandang-Jakarta route. The sea routes are mure
difficult to detect or control.

Xu4 FPotential trade threat:

F.4.1 Live Specimens: Most of the trade is in live
speEcimaens. High mortality of the specimens in transit is due
largely to poor maintenance of the animals., It is estimated
that about 20% of the specimens taken illegally die before
they reach their destination. The preference shownh to
cartaln coloured specimens e.g: Red Arowana is thought to be
responsible for the reduction in numbers.

D402 Partys and derivatives: There has been no record of any
trade in dead specimens. However, there is local consumption
af the fTish.

4. Protecliof_status:

4,1 Natianals:s As the species is protected in Indonesia since
1980, there is & total ban that prohibits its possession,
trede and transport without a special permit from the
Mimigtry of Forestry which is given only for scientific
purposes,
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7 Several areas where this species occurs have already been
declared conservation areas e.g: Danau Pulau Besar and Danau
Bawah Bame Reserve in Riau Frovinece in Sumatra, Bunung
Kerincl and Bukit Tapan Nature Reserves, and the Marangin
Meajunto Game Reserve in Jdambi Province in Sumatra. Among
other measures that have been taken to regulate the
utilization of this species is the breeding of the species
in captivity. There are 3 basgic rules that must be
tfollowed:~

1. Maximum sire of the fish taken from the wild to farm
the parental stock must not exceed 30 cm.

-

2. Only animals bred in captivity may be traded.

e 10% of the reared animals must be released in to the
natural habitats. ’

So far efforts to breed the animale in captivity have only
been marginally successTul. Research on breeding biology and
behaviour is being carried out by several scientific
agencles,

- 408 Interpational: Indoneslia has modified its conservaiion
egfforts to comply with the CITFR regulatisns and has enacted
Lhe necessary legislation to provide total protection of the
species in keeplng with ite status as an Appendix- ] species.
The [UCN Red List of Threatened Animals lists Bcleropages

..... el

known to belong to any other categories because of lack of
information. (K-status).

. fAdditional reamarks:

The proponent wishes to down list the Sgleropaqes
formosus from its current position in Appendix I to Appendix 1]
with the provise that a quota of 2,500 be given to Indonesia to
e traded internationally for the. following reasonsis

Lo The species was put in Appendix I in the first place
0 avold further exploitation in the wild.

2. There is still uncerteinty about the population size
a8 Indicated by its status in the IUCN Red List of
Threatened Animalse.

3. Illegal harvests from the wild still go on and the
fact that large numbesrs are being teken indicates that
the wild population may be able to withstand a certaln
degrese of harvest.

4. SBeveral habitats of the specles ars alraady
pratected undar the countrv’'s network of protected
argag sueh as Game Reserves and Mature Reserves.

Y. A limited but controlled harvest of the species
through Lts downlisting to Appendiy I may provide the
mechanism to redoece the on going, uncontrolled illegal
harvests leading to high mortality among the fish,
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6. It the species down listed to Appemdlx Ii from
Appendix I, it may have the following benefits:-

iy captive breeding programmes may provide ép@cim@n"
for release into impoverished habitates within the range
0t the species.

ilt trade in captive bred specimens will prov;d;
pconomic benefit tg laral nennim

frr Trornmmew b L wue wvanwu o the captive bred

Pprogery will allow for better control of pegrmits for
the ifmporting countries.
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