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A, PROPOSAL

AMENDMENTS TO APPENDICES I AND II OF THE CONVENTION

Inclusion of Bhutanitis spp. in Appendix II.

B. PROPONENT

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

C. SUPPORTING STATEMENT

l.

1s6.

Taxonomy -
11. Class:
12. Order:
13. Family:
14, Séecies:
15. Common Names:

Code Numbers:

Biological Data

21.

22,

‘Distribution:

211. Bhutanitis lidderdalii: Bhutan, northern India (Assam,

Insecta

Lepidoptera
Papilionidae
Bhﬁtanitis lidderdalii
Bhutanitis ludlowi

Bhutanitis mansfieldi
Bhutanitis thaidina

English: Bhutan glory (B. lidderdalii)

French:
Spanish:

None available

Sikkim, Manipur and Nagaland), northern Burma, Thailand and
China (Sichuan and Yunnan Provinces) (7). The Thailand
population is apparently restricted to northern areas

around Chiang Mai (16).

212, Bhutanitis ludlowi: Bhutan, only known from Trashiyangsi

Valley (2).

213, Bhutanitis mansfieldi: China (Sichuan and Yunnan Provinces)

(2, 25).

214, Bhutanitis thaidina: China (Sichuan, Yunnan and Shaanxi

Provinces, and Tibet) (2, 7, 6,v23).

Population: Few details known. The IUCN Red Data Book on
Threatened Swallowtail Butterflies of the World lists Bhutanitis
mansfieldi and B. thaidina as rare and B. ludlowi as

insufficiently known (10).



23. Habitat:

231.

232,

233.

224,

Bhutanitis lidderdalii: Little is known about the habitat

of this species. It is reported as occurring at elevations
from 1,550 to 2,750 m in Bhutan and from 2,290 to 2,750 m

in Manipur (4). The larval foodplant is not known.

Bhutanitis ludlowi: Very little is known about the habitat
of this species. Those specimens which have been obtained
were collected at an altitude of 2,300-2,500 m in areas
which generally comprise broad—leaved evergreen forest (12,
13). Bhutan is well forested but the resource is being
eroded by unregulated grazing, forest fires and utilization
of wood and timber (12). The larval foodplant is not known.

Bhutanitis mansfieldi: Little is known for certain about
the habitat of this species which has been collected at an
altitude of 2,200 m (24). The terrain of such areas in
Yunnan and Sichuan is rugged and mountainous with fertile
valleys. The larval foodplant is not known.

Bhutanitis thaidina: Little is known about the habitat of
this species. Its range covers mainly high altitude
plateaux over 2,000 m which have a rugged and dissected
terrain (10). The larval foodplant is not known.

3. Trade Data-

31. National Utilization: No information.

32. Legal International Trade:

321.

322,

General: The trade in butterflies worldwide is very
considerable, running into tens of millions of dollars
annually, although the precise figure is disputed (17, 18,
22). The number of commercial dealers has risen
dramatically over the last 30 years (21). The bulk of this
trade is in the use of butterflies for ornamental purposes
but there is also a substantial low volume trade supplying
high value dead specimens to scientists, museums and
collectors. The price of these specimens tends to reflect
their rarity, size, beauty, the difficulty of capture and
their general state.

Specific:Although specimens of the genus Bhutanitis rarely
appear on the market the fact that their habitat is
generally inaccessible tends to result in a high price. For
example a pair of B. thaidina from China was advertised in
western Europe in 1983 for the equivalent of US$ 225 (10).
It is believed that in China local people collect specimens
of B, thaidina which are delivered to Japan in large
numbers.

Recently a male specimen was advertised in France for the
equivalent of US$ 50 (8). During the 1980s Japanese
entomologists travelled in Yunnan and Sichuan provinces and
collected 14 specimens of B. mansfieldii (24). In 1983 a
party of Chinese collectors sponsored by Japanese
entomologists captured 30 specimens of this species (10).



/j_)

B. lidderdalii is quite commonly traded, the following
specimens being advertised in recent years:

Female = US$ 30(15) (1984) Male - US$ 23(9) (1982)
Male? Us$ 9(14) (1982/3) Female US$ 39(9) (1982)
Male? US$ 28(19) (1984) Male Us$ 15(1) (1983)

Male? US$ 22-26(5)(1980s?) Female US$ 20(1) (1983)
Male? US$ 25(3)  (1984) .

33. 1Illegal Trade: The nominate subspecies of Bhutanitis lidderdalii
is protected in India (20) but little is known about illegal
trade.

34, Potential Trade Threats: Bhutanitis spp. are too poorly known
for environmental threats to be properly documented. The species
of this genus are beautiful and the general inaccessibility of
the terrain, which limits the availability of specimens,
increases their value. The genus includes rare and

'insufficiently known species, and collecting needs to be
monitored in order to ensure that it is undertaken on a
sustainable basis. ‘ .

Protection Status

41, National: The nominate subspecies of Bhutanitis lidderdalii is
protected in India (20).

42, Internatiomal: None known.

43, Additional Protection Needs: Difficulty in gaining access to the

remote areas in which the species of this genus occurs has
inhibited survey and conservation is hampered by lack of
information. Further survey on range and habitat requirements is
needed, and trade needs to be monitored. The establishment of
reserve areas would be a desirable habitat protection measure.

Information on Similar Species

The multiple tails and chequered wing patterns of Bhutanitis species
are very distinctive and no confusion with species of other genera
should arise. A female B. mansfieldi and a male B. ludlowi are
illustrated in Collins and Morris (1985) (10).

Comments from Countries of Origin

None at present.

Additional Remarks

None.
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