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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES
OF WILD FAUNAAND FLORA

Sixty-sixth meeting of the Standing Committee
Geneva (Switzerland), 11-15 January 2016

Interpretation and implementation of the Convention

Exemptions and special trade provisions

Registration of operations that breed Appendix-l animal species
in captivity for commercial purposes

REGISTRATION OF THE OPERATION “NOUVELLE DECOUVERTE”, BREEDING ASTROCHELYS RADIATA

1. This document has been prepared by the Secretariat. It refers to an application from Mauritius to include
the operation “Nouvelle Découverte”, breeding Astrochelys radiata, in the Secretariat's CITES Register of

operations that breed Appendix-1 animal species for commercial purposes, and an objection from
Madagascar thereto.

2. Resolution Conf. 12.10 (Rev. CoP15) on Registration of operations that breed Appendix-I animal species in
captivity for commercial purposes establishes the procedure for the registration of the captive-breeding
operations, including, inter alia: descriptions of the role of the Management Authorities, Animals and
Standing Committee and the Secretariat; and the steps to follow in case of an objection to the registration,
or non-compliance with the Provisions of the Resolution.

3. On 6 March 2014, the Secretariat received an application from Mauritius to include the operation “Nouvelle
Découverte”, breeding Astrochelys radiata, in the CITES Register of operations that breed Appendix — |
animal species for commercial purposes. Upon receipt of full information (Annex 1), the Secretariat
published Notification to Parties No. 2015/035 of 15 June 2015, proposing the above new captive-breeding
operation to be added to the Register, and setting 13 September 2015 as the deadline for submitting
objections to the registration of this operation.

4. On 7 August 2015, the Secretariat received an objection from Madagascar to this proposed registration,
which questioned, inter alia, the legality of Astrochelys radiata in Mauritius, and the technical capacities of
the breeding operation (Annex 2). On 24 August 2015, with the consent of Management Authority of
Madagascar, the Secretariat transmitted the objection to the Management Authority of Mauritius,
encouraging it to contact the Management Authority of Madagascar and establish a dialogue about the
registration. However, the Secretariat is not aware of any direct contacts between the two Parties on the
issue.

5. In response to the questions raised by Madagascar, Mauritius provided the Secretariat with additional
information on the operation on 15 September 2015 (Annex 3). In a further attempt to initiate a dialogue
between the two Parties, and with the consent of Management Authority of Mauritius, the Secretariat
translated Mauritius’ response into French and shared it with Madagascar on 21 September 2015.

6. Resolution Conf. 12.10 (Rev. CoP15), Annex 2, provides that:
"If any Party objects to the registration, the Secretariat shall refer the documentation to the Animals
Committee to review the objection. The Animals Committee shall comment on the objection within 60

days. The Secretariat shall forward the comments made by the Animals Committee to the Parties
concerned and allow a further 30 days for resolution of the identified problem(s)."
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10.

11.

On 16 September 2015, and in line with the provision above, the Secretariat submitted the documentation
from the Management Authority of Mauritius concerning the breeding operation “Nouvelle Découverte”,
together with the objection from Madagascar and the subsequent reply from Mauritius, to the Animals
Committee. It invited the Committee to review the objection and provide its comments by 15 November
2015.

After reviewing the documentation and the objection, the Animals Committee commented as follows:

The Animals Committee has reviewed the material supporting Madagascar’s objection to the registration of
a captive facility (Nouvelle Découverte) on Mauritius to breed Astrochelys radiata, an Appendix | species.
In our view, Mauritius has demonstrated that the registration is in accordance with Resolution Conf. 12.10
(Rev. CoP15). The Animals Committee thus does not concur with the objection raised by Madagascar.

In compliance with Resolution Conf. 12.10 (Rev. CoP15), Annex 2, paragraph 3, the Secretariat forwarded
the comments of the Animals Committee to Madagascar and Mauritius on 17 November 2015 to allow a
further 30-day period for resolving the identified problems. This period expired on 17 December 2015.

On 16 December 2015, before the expiry of 30-day period, the Secretariat reminded Madagascar and
Mauritius that if the objection had not been withdrawn, the matter would move to the Standing Committee
for deliberation at the present meeting.

Despite of this reminder, the Secretariat has received no indication that the objection from Madagascar
had been withdrawn or the identified problems resolved. In accordance with Resolution Conf. 12.10
(Rev. CoP15), Annex 2, paragraph 4, the application shall therefore be submitted to the Standing
Committee at its following regular meeting.

Recommendation

12.

The Committee is invited to consider the objection concerning the registration of the captive breeding
operation “Nouvelle Découverte” for Astrochelys radiata in Mauritius in accordance with Resolution Conf.
12.10 (Rev. CoP15), Annex 2, paragraph 4.

a) If the Committee considers the objection trivial or ill-founded, it shall reject it and the application shall
be accepted.

b) If the Committee considers the objection justified, it shall review the response of the applying Party
and decide whether or not to accept the application.
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(English only [/ Unicamente en inglés / Seulement en anglais)
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~Annex 1

- MINISTRY OF AGRO INDUSTRY &
FOOD SECURITY
National Parks & Conservation Service, (NPCS)
Redwt

Our Ref: NP40/EXPIAIdabraTortonse ~ o 17 March 2015

Re: Application of Mr. Forget ‘

 Please find below clarifications on the different sections mentioned below, concerning the
application. of Mr. Forget for the registration of his farm as a breedlng center for commermal
purposes for Astrochelys radiata. i

- Section 5 of the apphoatton “Parental bre’ed'ing stock”:-

.T:here Vare two sub_-e’dultanimals which have been included in the list of breeding stock. ’

Sectlon 6 “Proof of legal acqunsmon - | ‘

There is no feral populatlon of Astrochelys radiata in Mauritius. All the animals introduced since
the beginning of the eighteenth century have been kept in captivity or what is called "a controlled

environment”. As per application submitted, breeding stocks were estabhshed in 2005 from
- animals from own personal collection and bought locally.

Regarding evidence of parental stock, please note that parental stock have been obtalned |egaIIy
as no animals have been captured from the wild and the original parent stock have been
introduced in Mauritius well before the enactment of the Convention.This specres is protected
under the second schedule of the Wlldhfe & National Parks Act (1993)

Section 7 “Other stock -

This refers to the 45 breeding stock and 20 ijeniles,

Section 9 “Reproduotion”'-

N

One generatlon has been bred on the farm from anlmals WhtCh are born in Mauntlus hence for
two generations.

We WISh to bring to your kind attention that La Vanille Reserve des Mascareignes is a registered
breeder with the Secretariat and this is listed on the CITES WebSIte Date of CITES registration is
1 October 2012 .Operation No: A- Mu 501 '

Sectlon,10“Annualproductron;-t |

Ahnuel produotion since 2005(see appended table)

Section 11 “Need for additional specimens”:-
This will be catered for during local registration. .

Section 12 “Type of product exported”:-
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~ All animals to be expcrted should be a size that bthey can be mi‘crocrhip,ped beforeyexport‘.

- Section 13 “Malklng methods

e

' ', Specn‘lcatlon for mlcroch;p and mlcrochlp readers are as follows -

Mlcrochlp - 1OOA : 11.5mm

Microchip Reader: Re\aderfTROVAN GR 251 High Performance Portable Multi Reader.
: TROVAN Reader LID — 560 ISO Pocket Reader

~ NPCS can coUnt’efch'eck these microchip numbers.
Section 14 “Inspection andMonitoring prokcedures”:—‘
Officers from National Parks and Conservation Service and DIVISIAOh of Veterinary Services carry
out site visits and menitoring at least once a year to see if the animals are Well kept and if

~ premises are maintained to the satisfaction of the Veterinary Ofﬂcer

Sectlon, 15 “Facilities”:- |

The Tortoises will be kept on a plot of land of 8 acres with applicant living on sitetdgether with
security watchman. 2 outdoor fenced pen of approximately 25 mts X 25 mts for the adults and
one rearing outdoor enclosure of apprOXImater 10 mts X 10 mts and a indoor room of 7Tmts X3

mts.

All correspondence should be addressed to Director, NPCS‘ ’
Tel No.: 464 4053, 464 2993, Fax.: 466 0453
-Email: npcs@govmu org






Application for CITES Permit |

Name of Appliéant

Mr. Gilbert Forget

2. | Contact Details Nouvelle Découverte
‘ St Pierre
‘ Ile Maurice -
3. ]]ga:eb(;_fh . e . Established since 2000. o A
Slabisment: e Registered ‘as ‘a breeder: with  National Parks & COllSGIVatIOH
Services (NPCS) since 2005.
14 _ Spgcies Bred e Astrochelysradiata
= | @ Common Name :Sokatra, Tortue étoilé, Sokake
5. | Parental Br eedmg 1o 27 adult females
Stock ‘ e 26 adult males
6. | Proof of Legal S
Acquisition e Affidavit and supporting Documents
7. | Other Stock o 2sub adults
: e 113 juveniles
8. | Mortality Rate - . :
oriality Xa e, SN | Year | Cause of Death Age Specification
1. | 2008 Accident 20 Years One Female
2. 12010 Kldney Fallule Old Age One Male
3. | 2011 | AtBirth Juvenile Four
4. | 2012 | AtBirth .| Juvenile Two
; 5. 12013 | AtBirth Juvenile Six
2. | Rep rodugtwn As the pairen"tal stdck specimens were brbught to Mauritius 'by the 18th |
century, they are long time ago F2 captive bred specimens and kept by
several backyards owners on the island since. ‘
In our operation we collect the eggs mainly in summer after spotting the
female digging the nest, mark the place and after she has finished, come |
; back to dig forthe eggs to be blought to the incubator.
10. | Annual P roduction Expect 80-90 offspnngs dunng the first years, 27 females having 3
E : clutches of 3 eggs = 243 eggs/ year
11 IS\Ieetclifor additional With the very long life cycle of the Astrochelysradiata (75-100 years)
pectmens we will not need additional specimens to increase the genetic pool in a
near future. Yet in case of need, we may get a few locally with backyard
owners or set up an exchange program with la vanilla reserve  des
Mascar elgnes in Mauritius & Rodrlgues
12. | Type of product . 5 '
exported Live animals
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13.

; Marking Methods

e  Breeding stock: “All parental stock has transponders.
o  Offspring: Up to 3 years each juvenile is marked with a number on |
the carapace - ~

o Exported specimen: will be ma1ked with transpondels

14.

Inspection and
Monitoring
Procedures

All bleedmg stock and offspring are marked with transponders and are
to be inspected and controlled by National Parks & Conservation
Services (NPCS) giving access to the farm and to available data.

- 15.

Facilities

1&2. The breedlng stock is kept on the property, a fenced plot of land
of 8 arpents with applicant living on site, w1th watchman and CCTV ,
Camera will be installed

3. 2 outdoor fenced pen of 25mis x 251nts for the adults, one rear ing

outdoor enclosure of approxnnately 10mts x 10mts and one indoor room .

7mts x 3mts for rearing. Each has available fresh b01ehole water taps
and ponds for drmklng water and soakmg ‘ . ‘

4. 3 mcubators 0t 96 eggs each W1th heating mats and apparatus f01
’ controlhng the heat and humldlty

5o Maurltms bemg a troplcal‘lsland, the captive stock can easily be
fed with readily available food for herbivores on and around premises
very similar as in their natural habitat, plus a supplement of calcium,
vitamin and occasmnally some fruits and always ﬁesh water available.

6. We can get access Ve1y easily to Veterinary services in Mauritius,
there are several private veterinary services available, there are also free
services offered by Government for live stock breeders, Internet is also a
very good source of information, and applicant own several books of

' refe1 ence.

16.

Conservation

Each eaptive breed specimen to be exported for the pet trade and zoo
will have been born in captivity at lease F2, monitor by NPCS and

| having t1ansponder thus preventing poaching the wild breed annnals in

their country of 011g1n eventually a survival insurance to increase the |
wild population-in the country of origin and a helping hand to the
consewatlon of the species. , ,

With the actual market pllce we w111 donate of 100 US dollars pe1 e
tortoise exported to CITES Malagasy

We are agreeable to pass on ours “savoir faire” to the cause of
conservation of the Astrochelysradiata in their natural habitat. :
Many worldwide experts in conservation suggested implementing |-
regulated & homologated breeding farm of Astrochelysradiata to help
and give an alternative to the degradation of habitat, food consumption
of sokatra and illegal traffic that are decimating nature. Some go even
further saying registered Captive Breeding Farm is the only way to go.
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17,

Animal Treatment

Each tortoise living on the farm operation enjoys very good living
conditions in appropriate enclosures in same climatic condition of their
country of origin with a lot of space around; they are feed daily with

| grass and other plants as in their natural habltat a lot of sunlight, shade,
| humidity and a supplement of calcium, Vltamm and fresh water,

supelV1se by NCPS..

Applicant holds a certificate of achlevement “The tortoise trust course
on chelonian husbandry” and several books of reference.

Submitted ‘on 28.02.2014
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MINIﬁTRY @? AGO INDUSTRY AND FISHEREES

T\atxonal Parks & Conservation Service Redum
iel 464 4016, 464 2093 Fax: 465 }184
Email: npes@mail.gov.mu

,\“;(\ONAL 5

Vs
’%um\\h’

- L}urReI NP 31/1 Eae | 10" Januaryyl’»OOé

To: M. Gilbert Farget
Bumma Lane
Nouvelle Decouverte
St. Piem‘e ‘

‘ mm’ Dnrectm', necs 4 }),,

TORT@ISE REARHNG GELBERT FORGET
£ 5 ‘Na‘tmno Parks and Cﬁnsar\rai;mn Servme (NPCS) is Eleaaed to mform you that the Mzmstr;
of Agro- _Industry & Fisheries in a letter dated 29" December 2005, has apprmed your ©

| reqa est for bre edmg tortoises at the above-mentioned address.

Hc}weaer you are aiso mfmmed that the breeding acnvity has to be camed Gui to the
aaimac‘um of both NPCS and \ktermary Services, who wi 11 have to carry oui regulax

- monitoring (e site visit),
Yours fazthfunya

i é . (/Lﬁm
| R SGOKh&X.weé; 0
Research and Development C*fnr*er (dehie)

For Senior f“‘hm Execulive



Duval Chambers

Sulte 509-510 St James Coﬁr‘t ‘

St Denis Street; Port Louis
Te): 211-8688/210-7353

210-7364 -
F-mail:pnyish03 @yahoo.com

CFax

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF MAURITIUS

1 G1lbert I ean~Claude Forget, a Compaoy General Manager, of Nouvelle Découverte and
bearer of National Identlty Card No. F2209548204420

(R IE

- MAKE oATH'AND SAY AS FoLLows:-"" ‘

7

That T am now 52 years old and have ‘since my childhood been keenly

mtelebted in the breedmv of tortmses I devote a lot of my time to that

pamcular hobby of mme Indeed various members of my family have, for -

: generatlons bred tortoises in their backyard

',”“hat in Decembel 2005, the Ministry of Agro Industry and Flsherles of
Mauritius approved my request to be allowed to breed tortoises at Nouvelle :

- Découverte under the provisions of the Wﬂdhfe Natlonal Parks Act, 1993

- her emafter referred toas® the Act?,

; That I have in my breeding stock certain specimen of the species known as -

GEOCHELONE RADIATA, a snecies provided for in the Four[h Schedule to

- the Act and which were all bm:: on the lsland of Mammus

‘ That the sald GEOCHELONE “ADIATA species was mhoduced in Maurmus at

the end of the ewhteenth century and has ever smce lived i in this Country in what is

called “a controlled envuonmem 2

That all the GEOCHELONE RADIATA tortoises now to be found in my breeding :

farm are at least second generatio: v ffsprmo (F2) bread in conuolled environment™

This is supported -




®

by the work written by Marlene ‘Lingrad Nivo Raharison, Eliiabe’rh

Rabakonandnanma & ors and published by SAGE Dubhca’uons New Delhi -

where, at paae 225, one reads -

~ forioises were exported z‘o the islands of Réunion and Mauritius where the’

s

“During the eiglzteenthand nineteenth centuries great number of Fadiated k

: Speczes are conszdered a delzcacy Malagasy authorities initially protected

the radiated fortoise in 1960, and in ]975 the species were listed in

Appendix I of the Convention of International. Trade in Endange; ed

Speczes (CITES) » and

R R

 various documents published under the authority o’fA Cités as can be verified
on - ’ |
, (a) “CITES: listed species ~database oEteyinablc/ on - http://sea.unep-
‘weme.org/CITES ; - : :
; ~(b) UNEP World Conservation /MOnitori‘ng Centre, . htip://sea.unep-
 womc.org/isdb/CITES | |
© !

‘ Photocoples of studies of Mascarene Island Birds Edited by AW Diamond A

8 Cheke and Sir H F 1 Elhott

That1 ﬁnally confirm that to the best of my knowledge sud behef that rione of

- the torto1ses found on my farm were broucht from abroad and that they do ail

conform to the CITES requirements concemmg tortoises for export abroad.




~ Sworn by the ‘ab_o_ﬁ ilagiéd depdnéht)
5 At ‘(-Z‘h:ambers.‘,iSupremé ,C"ou.rt Hé_ilsie': 5E
P_omLéuis,“tﬁi‘s;‘, fﬁ\ >da.y of :_‘ ) |
_?ebruaiy,_z‘om,{ ey

" Drawn up by me JJ7 el

Me.Geeressha Ramsarran ©

‘. Supreme-Court

. Attorﬁey AtlLaW
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B Liste of Astrochelys Radlata R

o Transponder Tsal s ,
i Female 95600000, 2894569 - 34cms -
2 Male ' 95600000 2896529 . 31lms,

3 Male ~ 95600000 2898979 . 38.cms’ -
"4 Male ' 95600000 28948790  © -39cms |

.. 5 Male, . 95600000 12896332 A0 cms t.
LB Female‘ ’95600000 ‘.'289,7‘883 RS 33 'cms’»«
7 Male * © 95600000 - 2907282 ., 38.cms

"8 Male. 95600000 12892517 - 35cms !

g Male © - 095600000 7897138 . 31cms..
.10 Female - 95600000 2898481 .. 35'cms
‘11'Male: . 95600000 2890598 ' 47 cns
12 Male -~ 95600000 2896924. - ‘36cms .
13 Malé’ - 95600000 2893201~ ' .36:ms”i
. 14 Ferhale 95600000 2892197 | 28cms, .. *
15 Female 95600000 , 2896599 37 cms- .
16 Female 95600000 2896657 - 36.cms .
.. i7 Female ' 95600000 2894288 365 cms .
" 48 Fémale | 95600000 2897412 | 37.cms’.
719 Female': - 95600000 ' 2891388 37.5.cms *
20 Male . 95600000. 2892854 37cms’ -
21 Male .’ 95600000, 2895673~ . . 4Llcms
22 Female 95600000 2893648 ‘305 cms.
23 Female 95600000 . 2900286 35.cms
" 24 Male’ . 95600000 ' 2897270, . -36.cms, -
25 Male - . 95600000 2893058'-_' 39¢tms-
 26'Male ;95600000 12894211 - - ‘35cms
. 27Male .. 95600000 2896997 ' 39.5cms - .
.28'F‘e'maie“ 95600000 2893550) . " 38cms |
29 Male " ‘95500000 2907460 - 37.5 cms. -

30 Male | 95600000 2892493 . <34cms
31 Female - -95600000 2898484 . ~37cms :

|32 Male -+ 95600000 2893490 425cms
. '+'33 Femnale: 95600000 2895281 -40.5 cms
34 Fémale 95600000~ 2894994 . 345cms

- 35 Female’ 95600000 - 2895594 " 39.cms
36 Male. . 95600000 2891007 ¢ 39.cms .-
37 Female - 95600000 2894855 . 33.5.cms,

. 38 Female . 95600000 2897004 30cms -

39-Female. 95600000 2893510 .  285cms
.. 40 Female © 95600000 2907274 . 38 cms-
41 Male - 95600000 -2898099° - ' 34.cms’ :
" ‘42 Female 95600000 2892203 ° 365 cms
' 43 Female . 95600000 2895614 - . 34cms.
© 44 Female - 95600000 2893007 - .375cms .
45 Male 95600000 - 2890864 . 34.5 cms "
46 Male 95600000 - 2895160 - 37cms ‘-
47 Male. 95600000 2896330, . 4Zioms i
43 Male , 95600000 2891620~ . 38¢ms "
49 Miale . 95600000 . 28947577 . 37cms
50 Female .. :95600000." 2897713 . - 38cms Y
51 Female * 95600000 2898927 ~ 35.cms
52 Ferale 95600000 2900107 37.cms
- 53 Female ' 95600000 . 2895910 L7732 cms
54 Female 95600000 2896539 - 315 oms
. 55 Female - 95600000 2893994 33cms .

113 juveniles
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1 Réprad‘ﬂétiﬁé ecology and egg _vp»ifédwcgti@ﬂ of the .
. radiated tortoise (Geochelone radiata) in

- southern Madagascar

i Thomas EJ. Letteritz! & Rollande Ra
Fats * Depdirimeént of Biology, George Mason University; Faifasg ¥
. *Department of Animal BiélogyL University QJféancyLagqrviz».'q, Antapanhrivo, 101

i 22030. USA

Madegasear

Eécei\[ed 30June 2004. Accepted 10 .ianuary 2005 :

. We studied rep_réduéﬁo’nk oy’VEWild” Geochelone radiata at the Cap Sainte Maﬁ_‘é Spécial Reserve in

sotithwestern, Madagascar to gain insight into’ life history traits 'f,elqte’d to reproductive
success, Reproductive behaviour Wafs‘bbs‘é'rv’ed over two nesting séasons and egg prodiiction .

was. studied ‘by‘radiog‘aghing.'telel‘xiétered females: at végular ftervals, We captared and “

" marked 1438 radjated toitoises ‘of'x‘/\fhic_h 26% were adulis.
with the rainy season, aind matinig events peaked in December,
" nesting in January. The inctibation period was

emerged after the onset of the rainy season when new

Mating and resting coincided
shortly before females started
approximately 263-342 days, and hatchlings
plant growth became available.

[

Hatching success was high and incidg‘ntal destruckion by humans rathes than predation had:

S the greatest impact on tortoise nests.
season with 1-5 eggs.per clutch. Body size

tower in the dry year (2000} thar in th‘e‘we,t

Tndivid

females produced from 0-3 cliitchies per

had 4 weak effect'on clittch size, but clhitch size was

year (1999) and appears.fo reflect tesource

. - availability Mean egg size per clutch increased significantly with increasing body size. These ’

*. findings einphasize that protection of large
_ of this species. * , L

_ INTRODUCTION e
Radiated tortoises or Sokatra (Geochelone radiata)
- are one of four species. of tortoises endemic 6.
Madagascar (Tuvik 1975; Ernst & Barbour-1989)..
' Theiv natural distribution is limited to-xeri¢ spiny
" forest of southwestern Madagascar (lverson

o 19924) in the regions of the Mahafaly and

. Karimbola Plateaus; however, they. have been

inttoduced to the islands of Mauritius end
fion (Gonzalez 1993). :

- RE ). ;
e TUCK Red Tist (Hilton-Taylor 2000) classifies
Gy radinka as “ulnerable’. Primary threats ta the -

radiated tortoise’s survival: are collection and *

habitat loss (Durrell ef al. 1989; Nussbaum &
Raxworthy 2000). Although a local taboo against:
“eating ot touching radiated tortoises affords them:
" protection, exploitation by immigrants and people
from: different regions has. increased: in vecenf

 years (Lewis 1995; Nusshaum & Raxworthy 2000).
Signiﬁcant habitat loss and destruction occur

. through forest clearing. for agricultural use, char- -
coal production’ and overgrazing ‘by livestock-

! ssent addiess: The Redlarids
Institute, University of Redlands, 1200 E. Colton Ave, Redlands;
CA'02373,USA. E-mail:,1homas_leuteritz@rsd!ands.edu ;

#Agiihor for carespondence. P

t

females should be considered in the conservation.

* Key words: radiated tortoises, Geochelone radiatd; reproduiction, eggs; nests, Madagascar

“ -~

(Nussbatim & Raxworthy: 2000). Additionally,

protected areas such as Cap Sainte Marie Special
Reserve and Lake Tsimanampetsotsa 5 trict Nature
Reserve have free-ranging cattle and godts, which '
“probably compete for food with wild toitoise
populations. B T S
Although Andriamampiandry (1987) examined

_the bio-ethology of radiated fortoises at the.

Beza-Mahafaly Special Reserve; Bloxam (1988)
111véS'tigateci temperature: and activity: rhythms;
Lewis (1995) reported oft pbptllaﬁondénsitiés and -
-Yourig (1997) studied dermography at Cap Sainte
Marie, 110 study has examined réproduction and -

' hatchling survivorship of wild G. radiata. Existing :

information 011'rep1foductiovn>i§based’ on;stﬁ‘dies of .
‘captive: animals: egg development (Schweizer

' 1965), reproduction (Zovickian® 1973); courtship

and breeding behaviour (Auffenberg 1978), -
captive management (Burchfield ef al. 1980) and

captive breeding (Peters 1969; Behler & Taderosa .

1991).

Their vulnerable status, scatcity of ecological

: iﬁfoi'mation,' and threats to G. 1'adic'ii¢ populations. .. "

fecessitate studies to ga%h'er%aselinélifé-his-tcyry, :
data from healthy, natural populations. Effective

African Zoology 40(2); 233-242 (October, 2008)" :
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SECRETARIAT GENERAL ‘ Le Directeur Général des Forets
B A e - Organe de Gestion CITES

DIRECTION GENERALE DES FORETS

DIRECTION DE LA VALORISATION DES
RESSOURCES FORESTIERES

a

42.2

iy o Monsieur fe Secrétaire Général de la CITES

SERVICE DE LA GESTION DE LA FAUNE
ET DE LA FLORE Maison Internationale de PEnvironnement
“““““““““ i3, chemin des Anémones
CH-1219 Chatelaine
Genéve-Suisse
: e-mail :info@cites.org
A5 ] ' ‘ Fax : 4122 797 3417

N° W -2015/MEEMF/SGIDGF/IDVRFISGFF

Objet: Objection & la Notification N°2015/035 du 15 Juin 2015.

Monsicur le Secrétaire Général,

Ayant pris en compte la Notification citée en objet, j"ai 'honneur de vous faire part de notre
objection a cette proposition pour les raisons suivantes © . ; <

- L’Astrochelys radiata est endémique 2 Madagascar. Dans la notification, il n’y a aucun
documcent _iusﬁﬁant la présence de oetie espdee at a FHe Maurice ni dans lo centre do -
Iopérateur.

- Nous aimerions aussi que les données ainsi que la capacité techniques du demandeur soient

- présentées pour que les Partics membres de fa CITES puissent donner leur appréciation.

- Actuellement, le trafic des tortués dosit Pespeéce en question n’est pas encore maitrisable &
Madagascar, De ce fait nous ne pouvons pas €mettre un avis favorable a sa commercialisation
tant quc nous ne pouvons pas fairc un suivi ngourcux de centre d élevage.

- Certes, Madagascar a donné son accord cxceptionnel pour I¢ Centre « La Vanille, Réserve des
Mascareignes » a I'lle Maurice du fait gu’il développe une organisation orientée a la
conservation aussi bien dans ce pays qu'a Madagascar et en plut il présente un excellent
modéle pour ["élevage de la tortue Aldabra. i

Notre préoccupation est actuellement de nous assurer de I'impact de la commercialisation des
tortues radiées effcctuée par La Vanille sur la situation de cette espéce a Madagascar dans un court et
moyen terme. Ceci doit ¢tre fait avant de prendre une décision sur ’octroi d autres agréments.

Comptant sur votre compréhension et votre diligence pour la diffusion de notre objection &
cette demande d’enregistrement, je vous prie de recevoir, Monsieur le SG, I u.prcssmn de | mes
salutations les meilleures. A

i
,‘v;sba /') i Fidy
ln'l '*Nu-&w | das s

B.P. 3948, Ruie Toto radola Anisahovola Antemaparive 191
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*‘ \ Objection a la Notification 2015/035
L ; Director - National Parks and Conservation Service 15/09/2015 10:48
S— To: Elena KWITSINSKAIA
Cc: Tom DE MEULENAER

Dear Elena

Please refer to your mail dated 24 August 2015 and its attachment on the
above mentioned subject.

This Service as the CITES Management Authority(MA) of Mauritius(MRU) would
to express its views and concerns to the Malagasian authorities regarding
their objections to the request from Mr G. Forget (Mr G.F) to register his
captive breeding facilities for the rearing and export of Astrochelys
radiata

a) Documents justifying the presence of A.radiata in Mauritius and at the
breeder's place

It has been amply demonstrated through numerous publications that A.
radiata has been introduced in Mauritius well before the entry in force of
the CITES convention. Numerous documents have been supplied in the past to
the CITES Secretariat and the Malagasy CITES MA to substantiate this fact
in good faith. In the case of the application of " La Vanille Crocodile
Park Ltd" , the Animals Committee has ruled out that " the breeding stock
was established legally" Additionally,” the UNEP-WCMC database lists the
species as introduced into Mauritius” (Refer to email dated 23/07/07 from
Paula Nicollin from the CITES secretariat addressed to me). You are also
requested to refer section 6 of the application from Mr G.F on proof of
legal acquisition. We are of opinion that Malagasy CITES MA is omitting the
essentials.

b) Access to data and the technical expertise of breeder

Mr G.F and the MRU MA are ready to supply any data regarding his facilities
and breeding stock to any Parties making the demand. Mr G.F has been
rearing tortoises for the past 20 years and is registered as a breeder
with NPCS since 2005. He is also a holder of a certificate of achievement
(The Tortoise Trust course on chelonian husbandry". The MRU MA and Division
of Veterinary Services are satisfied of the technical expertise of the
breeder.

Additional information on breeder:

e Has a collection of 300 Tortoises and Turtles, including 168 Astrochelys
Radiata , 75 Dipsochelys dussumieri , Geochelone carbonaria (the three
species are reproducing) and 5 other species.

e Some reference books such as: Practical Encyclopedia of Keeping and
Breeding tortoises and freshwater Turtles. Medicine of Tortoises and
Surgery and Turtles by Stuart McArtur, Roger Wilkinson and John Meyer.

e Is using on the farm the High performance multi Trovan reader G251, the
Trovan pocket reader LID -560, and the Trovan 100a transponders,

e Recently, he invested in the installation of CCTV video camera system to
improve security of compound.

Does the Malagasy CITES MA doubt the competence and integrity of the MRU
MA?

c) Illegal trafficking of this species

The third objection does not hold good because it was not deemed
sufficient to counter the approval of la Vanilla Park in Mauritius as a
registered breeding facility for A.radiata with the CITES secretariat

In any case, in addition to the visits and control of the CITES MA of MRU,
the applicant has also proposed that he would sponsor any visit to his farm
that the CITES MA of Madagascar is willing to effect. Further we quote
Malagasy CITES MA “Le trafic des tortues dont 1’espéce en question n’est
pas encore maitrisable a Madagascar”
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The CITES secretariat may wish to note that A. radiata has been listed as a
protected species in Madagascar since the year 1960 and has benefited from
huge amount of funding and technical support from various funding bodies.

d) Commitment of Mr G.F for the conservation of this species in Madagascar
You may wish to refer to section 16 of his application whereby Mr G.F
took the commitment to contribute what his colleague from La Vanille had
proposed for the conservation of the radiated tortoise in Madagascar and
is also willing to pay a fee of 100 $ per head sold ,to help Madagascar
to better protect this species. In this matter, we respect the efforts
undertaken by the Directorate General of Madagascan forests, but must
emphasize that the validation of Mr G.F demand for registration is long
overdue and cannot. be delayed any longer in a spirit of fairness.

« Quote » from Animals Committee 2007 regarding the application from La
Vanille Ltd.“The committee recommends that this application be accepted for
inclusion in the Register, being of opinion that the breeding stock was
established legally and considering the breeding of this species in
captivity for commercial purposes to be in the interest of conservation
(giving this species a value, reducing the pressure on the wild
populations, contributing to the livelihoods of the population).”As it can
be seen any additional registered captive breeding facility can only
contribute positively to the conservation of the radiated tortoise.

e) Concerns on the impact on the survival of this species through
international trade of this species in short and medium term by La Vanille
Crocodile Park ltd.

Regarding this concern of Madagascar MA of the impact of the
commercialization of radiata tortoises in the short and medium termt -the
facts speak for themselves, it is estimated to 7.5 to 12 Million radiata
tortoises in their natural habitat (Leuteritz et al., 2005), 60,000 to
241,000 tortoises are illegally harvested per year (PHVA report 2005)
(Randriamahazo et al., 2007), of which a large majority for local
consumption as food (WWF Strategic Plan 2010) (IUCN redlist.org). Tortoise
meat is especially popular around Christmas and Easter (Lewis 1995).

The application of La Vanille mentions a production estimation of 160
juveniles and 75 by Mr. G Forget in the early years, which brings us to +/-
235 specimens exported / year with transponders. Instead of having
unjustified preoccupations for the two breeding farms of Mauritius, one
should see as being not “Detrimental to the survival of the species in
the wild” and acquired legally. As it .can be seen any additional registered
captive breeding facility can only contribute positively to the
conservation of the radiated tortoise.

Protocol agreement already mentioned and discussed with MA of Madgascar.
Specimens 3 years for export will be equipped with transponder.

An official visit of 3 officers of Madagascar MA for 3 days, on the farm
when there will be export sales.

A levy of US $ 100 per animal exported, for the conservation of the species
in Madagascar.

In view we are of opinion that objections raised by Madagascar are
unfounded and it would be appreciated if you could relay the contents of
this mail to the Malagasy CITES MA, for consideration to withdraw their
objection.

Kind regards

Vishnu

Vishnuduth Bachraz

Deputy Director

NPCS

Management Authority of Mauritius
Reduit

FOR DIRECTOR





