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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES 

OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

____________________ 

 

 

 

Fifty-seventh meeting of the Standing Committee 

Geneva (Switzerland), 14-18 July 2008 

Interpretation and implementation of the Convention 

Species trade and conservation  

Review of Significant Trade 

IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ANIMALS AND PLANTS COMMITTEES 

1. This document has been prepared by the Secretariat. 

2. The role and responsibilities of the Standing Committee in conducting the Review of Significant 

Trade in specimens of Appendix-II species are described in paragraphs q) to v) of Resolution 

Conf. 12.8 (Rev. CoP13) (Review of Significant Trade in specimens of Appendix-II species). 

3. The Standing Committee is to be informed about whether the recommendations formulated by the 

Animals and Plants Committees to ensure compliance with Article IV for trade in selected Appendix-II 

species have been implemented or not. 

4. For each case under review, a brief history of the background to the recommendations is given. The 

text of the recommendations made by the Committees, in consultation with the Secretariat, to 

address problems related to the implementation of Article IV, paragraphs 2 (a), 3 and 6, of the 

Convention can be found in the Annex to this document. A summary of information received and the 

Secretariat’s determination, made in consultation with the Chairman of the Animals or Plants 

Committees, regarding compliance with the recommendations are provided, together with 

recommendations to the Standing Committee where required.  

Plant species selected for the Review of Significant Trade following CoP11 

Aloe spp. 

 

5. At its 14th meeting (PC14, Windhoek, February 2004), the Plants Committee categorized Aloe spp. 

from Kenya as ‘of urgent concern’ and, in consultation with the Secretariat, formulated 

recommendations directed to the range State concerned with deadlines for their implementation. 

These were transmitted to Kenya by the Secretariat on 3 September 2004. 

6. At the 54th meeting of the Standing Committee (SC54, Geneva, October 2006) the Secretariat had 

not received a response from Kenya regarding these recommendations. Kenya was present at the 

meeting and explained orally that it had prohibited harvest and export of Aloe spp. since the late 

1980s, but that guidelines for harvesting and a national inventory had been completed in preparation 

for new legislation concerning the species that was due to be published before June 2007.  

7. The Committee requested Kenya to submit a report as soon as possible to the Secretariat providing 

information on its compliance with Article IV, paragraphs 2 a) and 3, for these species. Kenya 

undertook to provide a written report to the Secretariat. 
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8. Kenya provided the written report mentioned in paragraph 7. New legislation, including provisions 

and administrative procedures to regulate the export of aloe extracts, is to be enacted within 

deadlines established under the National Legislation Project. In consultation with the Chairman of the 

Plants Committee, the Secretariat has determined that the recommendations of the Plants Committee 

have been implemented and Kenya has been notified that the species has been removed from the 

review. 

Prunus africana 

9. At its 16th meeting (PC16, Lima, July 2006), the Plants Committee categorized Prunus africana from 

Burundi, Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Kenya, Madagascar 

and the United Republic of Tanzania as ‘of urgent concern’. In consultation with the Secretariat, it 

formulated recommendations with deadlines for their implementation. These were transmitted to the 

range States concerned by the Secretariat in August 2006. 

10. At that same meeting, the Plants Committee established an intersessional working group on Prunus 

africana with the task of providing guidance to relevant range States on the implementation of the 

Plants Committee's recommendations for this species. The Terms of Reference of the working group 

are described in the PC16 summary record. A workshop involving the Scientific Authority and 

Management Authority from the relevant range States is planned for September 2008 to assist with 

implementation of the recommendations. The workshop is being held thanks to financial support 

from France, Germany, Italy and Spain. 

11. Based on the responses received, and in consultation with the PC Chairman, the Secretariat has 

made a determination regarding compliance with the PC recommendations by the range States 

concerned. This determination is summarized in the Annex to the present document and includes 

recommendations to the Standing Committee. 

Plant species selected for the Review of Significant Trade following CoP12 

Cibotium barometz, Cyathea contaminans, Dendrobium nobile and Galanthus woronowii 

12. At PC16 (Lima, July 2006), the Plants Committee categorized certain populations of the following 

species as 'of possible concern': 

 a) Cibotium barometz: population of Viet Nam; 

 b) Cyathea contaminans: population of Indonesia;  

 c) Dendrobium nobile: population of the Lao People's Democratic Republic and 

 d) Galanthus woronowii population of Georgia. 

13. In consultation with the Secretariat, the Plants Committee formulated recommendations with 

deadlines for their implementation, and these were transmitted to the range States concerned by the 

Secretariat in August 2006. 

14. Based on the responses received, and in consultation with the PC Chairman, the Secretariat has 

made a determination regarding compliance with the PC recommendations by the range States 

concerned. These determinations are summarized in the Annex and include recommendations to the 

Standing Committee. 

Animal species selected for the Review of Significant Trade following CoP12 

Falco cherrug 

15. At its 21st meeting (AC21, Geneva, May 2005) the Animals Committee categorized Falco cherrug as 

‘of urgent concern’ in nine range States, including Mongolia, and ‘of possible concern’ in a further 26 

range States. In consultation with the Secretariat, it formulated recommendations directed to the 

range States concerned with deadlines for their implementation. The Secretariat provided an update 
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of the implementation of these recommendations at the 54th and 55th meeting of the Standing 

Committee [SC54, Geneva, October 2006 (see document SC54 Doc. 42) and SC55 (The Hague, 

June 2007) (see document SC55 Doc. 17). 

16. In response to the recommendations addressed to it, Mongolia, a range State ‘of urgent concern’ for 

this species, advised the Secretariat on 6 September 2005 that no further export permits would be 

issued until the problem of Falco cherrug is resolved at the Animals Committee through the 

Secretariat. The Secretariat conveyed this information to all Parties in Notification No. 2006/061 of 

14 November 2006. 

17. Subsequently, the attention of the Secretariat was drawn to press coverage in Mongolia which 

suggested that export of specimens of this species may be continuing. In response to an enquiry 

from the Secretariat, the Mongolian Management Authority confirmed that an export quota of 300 

specimens of Falco cherrug per year had been established and that 167 specimens had been 

exported in 2006 and 407 in 2007. The Management Authority advised that field research had been 

organized four times in the last six years covering 10 % of the habitat of Falco cherrug in the 

country. 425 specimens were observed and therefore they considered it reasonable to assume that a 

total population estimate for the country of 6,050 specimens made in 2002 remains valid. The 

Secretariat has received no other information from Mongolia regarding compliance with the 

recommendations addressed to it. 

Psittacus erithacus 

18. At its 22nd meeting (AC22, Lima, July 2006), the Animals Committee categorized Psittacus 

erithacus as ‘of urgent concern’ in Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, and ‘of 

possible concern’ in the Congo, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Equatorial Guinea. In 

consultation with the Secretariat it formulated recommendations which were transmitted by the 

Secretariat to the Parties concerned on 7 November 2006.  

19. In the light of a report from the Secretariat on the implementation of these recommendations 

contained in document SC55 Doc. 17, the Standing Committee, by postal procedure after its 55th 

meeting, decided that: 

 a) the Secretariat should indicate in its list of export quotas for 2008 that the export quota for wild 

live specimens of Psittacus erithacus from Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra 

Leone is zero; and 

 b) Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone should implement all the 

recommendations of the Animals Committee concerning P. erithacus within the agreed time-

frame. 

20. In the Annex to the present document, the Secretariat repeats the recommendations of the Animals 

Committee and provides an update on actions since the 55th meeting of the Standing Committee. Its 

determinations, made in consultation with the AC Chairman, are also in the Annex, together with the 

recommendations to the Standing Committee. 

21. Decisions 14.83 and 14.84 call upon the Secretariat, subject to external funding, to develop regional 

management plans for the conservation of and trade in P. erithacus erithacus and P. erithacus 

timneh, in collaboration with the range States, relevant experts, non-governmental organizations and 

other stakeholders. The Secretariat is also asked to seek funds for and organize workshops in West 

and Central Africa to assist range States in the development and implementation of these plans. 

Fund-raising continues for this exercise and the Secretariat hopes to hold the workshops during the 

course of 2009. 

Poicephalus senegalus, Gracula religiosa, Phelsuma v-nigra, Phelsuma comorensis, Uromastyx dispar, 

Uromastyx geyri 

22. At AC22, the Animals Committee categorized certain populations of the following species as 'of 

possible concern': 
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 a) Poicephalus senegalus: Guinea, Liberia, Mali and Senegal. 

 b) Gracula religiosa: Malaysia 

 c) Phelsuma v-nigra: Comoros 

 d) Phelsuma comorensis: Comoros 

 e) Uromastyx dispar: Mali 

 f) Uromastyx geyri: Mali and Niger 

23. In consultation with the Secretariat, the Animals Committee formulated recommendations with 

deadlines for their implementation, and these were transmitted to the range States concerned by the 

Secretariat in November and December 2006.  

24. Based on the responses received, and in consultation with the AC Chairman, the Secretariat has 

made a determination regarding compliance with the AC recommendations by the range States 

concerned. These determinations are summarized in the Annex and include recommendations to the 

Standing Committee. 

Tridacnidae 

25. At AC22, the Animals Committee categorized a number of species in the family Tridacnidae as ‘of 

urgent concern’ or ‘of possible concern’. 

 Hippopus hippopus 

 Possible concern: Fiji, France (New Caledonia), Tonga and Vanuatu. 

 Tridacna crocea 

 Urgent concern: Viet Nam. 

 Possible concern: Fiji, France (New Caledonia), Tonga and Vanuatu. 

 Tridacna derasa 

 Urgent concern: Tonga. 

 Possible concern: Fiji, Palau and Vanuatu. 

 Tridacna gigas 

 Urgent concern: Vanuatu and Viet Nam. 

 Possible concern: the Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, the Marshall Islands, Palau, Papua New 

Guinea and Tonga. 

 Tridacna maxima 

 Urgent concern: Tonga. 

 Possible concern: the Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, France (New Caledonia), Madagascar, the 

Marshall Islands, Mozambique, Vanuatu and Viet Nam. 

 Tridacna squamosa 

 Urgent concern: Viet Nam. 

 Possible concern: Fiji, France (New Caledonia), the Marshall Islands and Tonga. 

26. In consultation with the Secretariat, the Committee formulated recommendations with deadlines for 

their implementation. These were transmitted to the range States concerned by the Secretariat on 

18 December 2006. 

27. Based on the responses received, and in consultation with the AC Chairman, the Secretariat has 

made a determination regarding compliance with the AC recommendations by the range States 

concerned. These determinations are summarized in the Annex and include recommendations to the 

Standing Committee. 
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28. Decision 14.80 calls upon the Secretariat to seek external funding to enable a regional workshop to 

be held in 2007, in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

and other appropriate regional organizations, to initiate regional cooperation on the management of 

sustainable fisheries for Tridacnidae. Although some external funding has been raised, it was 

insufficient to hold the workshop in 2007 and efforts continue to find the necessary funding to 

organize it as soon as possible. 

Country-based Review of Significant Trade 

29. Following recommendations made by the Animals Committee at its 17th meeting (Hanoi, July–

August 2001) and by the Plants Committee at its 11th meeting (Langkawi, September 2001), the 

first country-based Review of Significant Trade was initiated, with Madagascar chosen to be the 

subject of the review. 

30. The country-based Review of Significant Trade in Madagascar concerns all Appendix-II animal and 

plant species in the country. It generally follows the same sequence of events as laid out in 

Resolution Conf. 12.8 (Rev. CoP13), i.e. 

 a) consultation with Malagasy CITES authorities concerning the implementation of Article IV;  

 b) compilation and review of information on the implementation of Article IV;  

 c) formulation of recommendations;  

 d) implementation of the recommendations; and  

 e) monitoring and evaluation of that implementation. 

31. The Animals and Plants Committees agreed to a CITES Action Plan for the reform of Madagascar’s 

wildlife export policy by the end of 2003. Its development involved the Malagasy CITES Authorities, 

all local stakeholders, major donors and the CITES Secretariat. Implementation of the Action Plan 

was initiated in early 2004. At their annual meetings in 2004, the Animals and Plants Committees 

identified appropriate deadlines ('milestones') for implementing the various elements of the Action 

Plan and agreed on reporting formats. 

32. Madagascar has reported at each meeting of the Animals and Plants Committees since then. On the 

basis of the most recent report (documents AC23 and PC16 Doc. 8.2), the Committees agreed that 

the country-based Review of Significant Trade in Madagascar was now completed and that 

Madagascar was no longer required to submit regular reports. The Committees also agreed that the 

country-based Review of Significant Trade in Madagascar should be included as a case-study in the 

evaluation of the Review of Significant Trade discussed under agenda item 8.1. They noted that 

some animal and plant species from Madagascar were currently included in the species-based 

Review of Significant Trade and agreed that further species from Madagascar could be selected in 

future if they were considered to meet the selection criteria. The Committees also advised 

Madagascar to submit project proposals for those activities in the action plan that were not currently 

funded for approval through the procedure set out in Resolution Conf. 12.2.  

Recommendations 

33. The Secretariat proposes that the Standing Committee take note of the information referred to in 

paragraphs 8 and 32 and in the Annex. It also proposes that the Standing Committee adopt the 

recommendations and actions referred to in the Annex. 
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