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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES 

OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

___________________ 

 

Twenty-eighth meeting of the Animals Committee 

Tel Aviv (Israel), 30 August-3 September 2015 

Interpretation and implementation of the Convention  

Species trade and conservation  

Periodic review of species included in Appendices I and II 
[Resolution Conf 14.8 (Rev CoP16)] 

PERIODIC REVIEW OF PSEPHOTUS DISSIMILIS 

1. This document has been submitted by Australia.
*
 

2. After the 25th meeting of the Animals Committee (Geneva, July 2011) and in response to Notification to the 
Parties No. 2011/038, Australia committed to the evaluation of Psephotus dissimilis as part of the Periodic review 
of the species included in the CITES Appendices. 

3. This taxon is endemic to Australia. 

4. Following our review of the status of this species, Australia recommends to maintain Psephotus dissimilis on 
CITES Appendix I, in accordance with provisions of Resolution Conf. 9.24 (Rev CoP 16) to allow for further 
review. 

  

                                                           
*
 The geographical designations employed in this document do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the CITES 

Secretariat (or the United Nations Environment Programme) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, or area, or concerning the 
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The responsibility for the contents of the document rests exclusively with its author. 

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/notif/2011/E038.pdf
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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES 
OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

____________________ 

 
 
 

DRAFT PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE APPENDICES 

(in accordance with Annex 4 to Resolution Conf. 9.24 (Rev. CoP16), as amended) 

Seventeenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
Johannesburg (South Africa) 24 September - 5 October 2016 

- DRAFT- 

CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS FOR AMENDMENT OF APPENDICES I AND II 

A. Proposal 

To maintain Psephotus dissimilis on CITES Appendix I, in accordance with provisions of Resolution Conf. 9.24 

(Rev CoP 16) to allow for further review.  

B. Proponent 

 Australia
*
. 

C. Supporting statement 

1. Taxonomy 

 1.1 Class:   Aves 

 1.2 Order:   Psittaciformes 

 1.3 Family:   Psittacidae 

 1.4 Genus, species or subspecies, including author and year: Psephotus dissimilis 

 1.5 Scientific synonyms:  

 1.6 Common names: English: Hooded Parrot 
     French: Perruche à capuchon, Perruche à capuchon noir 
     Spanish: Perico capirotado, Periquito encapuchado 

 1.7 Code numbers:  

2. Overview 

 As part of the ongoing periodic review of the Appendices, the Animals Committee recommended that the status 
of the hooded parrot be evaluated (AC25 Doc. 15.6). The species was selected for periodic review between 
CoP15 and CoP17 by the Animals Committee at AC 25 in accordance with Resolution 14.8 (Rev. CoP16) on 
Periodic Review of the Appendices. Notification went to the Parties in Notification 2011/038; Australia undertook 
to complete this review. 

                                                           
*
 The geographical designations employed in this document do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the CITES 

Secretariat (or the United Nations Environment Programme) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, or area, or concerning the 
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The responsibility for the contents of the document rests exclusively with its author. 

http://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/ac/25/E25-15-06.pdf
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 Psephotus dissimilis was listed on CITES Appendix I on 1 July 1975. This species is endemic to Australia.  

 The CITES trade database shows there is international trade in this species, primarily for commercial purposes.  
The last export from Australia was in 1994 for zoological purposes; however live birds of the species are traded 
outside of Australia.  There is one CITES-registered captive breeding programme for this species, registered in 
the United Kingdom. The source stock for this programme is listed as bred in captivity in the United Kingdom 
(pre-Convention). However, the CITES trade database indicates that most of the trade is in captive bred 
specimens from outside the United Kingdom.  

 As there appears to be a significant amount of commercial trade in this species (refer Annex 1), it is proposed 
that this species be maintained on CITES Appendix I until it can be determined if the species is threatened by 
international trade. Given the short time before CoP17 and the need to resolve these matters, Australia proposes 
to extend this review, including making contact with recorded exporting countries, and to advise the outcome of 
this review at AC 29. 

3. Species characteristics 

 3.1 Distribution 

  This species is endemic to the Northern Territory, Australia. Its historical range extended from Pine Creek to 
the McArthur River. The species occurred on Melville, Banyan and Bathurst islands. However, its range has 
contracted, and it has not been seen in the McArthur River since 1913. P. dissimilis has been restricted to 
the mainland since the 1950s, and is now absent from the north coastal plain east of South Alligator River 
(Birdlife International 2015). 

 3.2 Habitat 

  The Hooded Parrot inhabits open woodlands and grasslands of Australia’s monsoonal tropics, particularly 
where large termite mounds are present (Forshaw and Cooper 2002). These are typically open Eucalyptus 
woodlands or lightly timbered grasslands, often with an understorey of grasses and herbs and in association 
with Erythrophleum or Buchananium (Robinson et al 1992, Reed and Tideman 1994, Garnett and Crowley 
1995). 

 3.3 Biological characteristics 

  Hooded Parrots are locally nomadic, with breeding flocks breaking up and dispersing in small groups, 
probably no more than 100 km from their nesting sites (Forshaw 1981). They feed almost exclusively on 
seeds, with a high percentage of grass seeds (Higgins 1999). Hooded Parrots loaf and roost in trees but 
feed on the ground, usually in pairs or family parties and often at roadsides (Garnett and Crowley 1995).    

  Hooded parrots nest in tunnels excavated in termite mounds. The average clutch size is 4 and eggs are 
incubated by the female only (Hutchins and Lovell 1985; Sindell and Gill 1996). 

 3.4 Morphological characteristics 

  The hooded parrot is a medium-sized parrot, up to 28 cm long, weighing 40-55g (Higgins 1999). The male 
has a black head, bluish-grey beak, dark-brown irises, and its wings have a yellow patch. Its upper-parts are 
brown, its lower parts are turquoise blue, the back is dark brown, the tail is olive green tipped pale blue, and 
its legs are pink-grey. The female is a dull-green parrot with a grey-brown head and pink undertail coverts. 
Juveniles are similar to the female (Higgins 1999). 

 3.5 Role of the species in its ecosystem 

  Australian parrots are important consumers of seeds, especially of grass seeds. The Hooded Parrot often 
associates with Black-faced Woodswallows Artamus cinereus while feeding; it responds to the 
woodswallows’ alarm calls and this relationship may enable the parrots to feed in areas where visibility is 
limited and they are therefore more vulnerable to predators (Higgins 1999). 
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4. Status and trends 

 4.1 Habitat trends 

  The species range has contracted, likely as a result of agricultural activity and altered fire regimes. 
Disappearance from the coastal plains may be reversed by addressing these pressures (Garnett and 
Crowley 2000). Termite mounds are vulnerable to damage by cattle in cattle-breeding areas, which 
threatens nesting sites 

 4.2 Population size 

  Little information available, although the IUCN Red List states that the global population is estimated to be 
20,000 individuals. 

 4.3 Population structure 

  Not well known. P. dissimilis is generally found in pairs or family groups (parents and offspring) (Forshaw 
1981), although it is sometimes seen in large congregations around food or water (Hutchins and Lovell 
1985, Forshaw 1981). 

 4.4 Population trends 

  The population appears to be decreasing. 

 4.5 Geographic trends 

  It is thought that the range of the hooded parrot has contracted since European settlement. Historical 
records from Melville Island in the north-east, Banyan Island in the north-west and near Borroloola in the 
east, indicate that it was once more widespread (Garnett and Crowley 1995). 

5. Threats 

 Despite the popularity of P. dissimilis as a caged bird in the 1980s, trapping for aviculture is not considered to be 
an enduring threat (Garnett and Crowley 2000). However, because populations are becoming increasingly 
fragmented and affected by fire and grazing regimes, P. dissimilis may still be under threat (Forshaw and Cooper 
2002). This is particularly relevant given the notable decline of the closely related golden-shouldered and 
paradise parrots (Cooney 2009).  

 Much of the Hooded Parrot’s habitat is sparsely populated by humans and/or protected in major reserves (Birdlife 
International 2012), such as Kakadu and Nitmiluk National Parks.  Habitat modification through grazing, including 
destruction of waterholes, probably continues on freehold and pastoral leases. Minor threats include being hit by 
vehicles while birds feed at roadsides. 

6. Utilization and trade 

 6.1 National utilization 

  Hooded Parrots are popular cage birds, both as ‘pure’ forms and colour varieties. 

 6.2 Legal trade 

  Hooded parrots have not been exported from Australia since 1994. However, they are popular cage-birds 
and are regularly traded around the world. The majority of the trade appears to be for commercial purposes, 
despite the species currently being listed on CITES Appendix I. 

 6.3 Parts and derivatives in trade 

  Live birds, fertile eggs. 

 6.4 Illegal trade 

  Unknown. 
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 6.5 Actual or potential trade impacts 

  As P. dissimilis is listed on CITES Appendix I, exports from the range state would only be permitted for 
eligible non-commercial purposes such as scientific research or conservation breeding; or for commercial 
purposes if a commercial captive breeding program should be registered with CITES. However, should the 
popularity of this species as a caged bird increase, there is potential for impact on the wild population from 
illegal trade or increase in legal trade.  

  As indicated in the overview, a search of the CITES Trade Database indicates an amount of commercial 
trade in this species. The justification for this commercial trade is not yet clear, as the data does not clearly 
indicate that traded specimens are derived from a CITES-registered captive breeding programme. Australia 
proposes to investigate this further and report to AC29. 

7. Legal instruments 

 7.1 National 

  P. dissimilis is not considered endangered under Australian national or state law. Trade in all Australian 
native wildlife is regulated under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. Export 
of live Australian birds for commercial purposes is not permitted. 

 7.2 International 

  The Hooded Parrot has been listed on CITES Appendix I since 1975. 

8. Species management 

 8.1 Management measures 

  None specific. 

 8.2 Population monitoring 

  None specific. 

 8.3 Control measures 

  8.3.1 International 

   The hooded parrot has been listed on Appendix I of CITES since 1975. 

  8.3.2 Domestic 

   The hooded parrot is not listed under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and is not listed on the Northern Territory Threatened Species 
List. 

 8.4 Captive breeding and artificial propagation 

  P. dissimilis is a popular inexpensive caged bird, with several colour mutations popular with private keepers. 
A license to hold the species is required in most states of Australia. 

 8.5 Habitat conservation 

  A great deal of habitat suitable for Hooded Parrots is reserved in major national parks, such as Kakadu 
National Park, where there are an estimated 12,000 Hooded Parrots (Higgins 1999). Much of its range is 
sparsely inhabited or uninhabited. 

 8.6 Safeguards 

  Although P. dissimilis is not listed as endangered under national or state law, much of its habitat falls within 
heavily protected national parks including Kakadu National Park, one of four Australian sites included on the 
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World Heritage List for both cultural and natural outstanding universal values. This affords all species a level 
of protection from habitat degradation and human impacts. 

9. Information on similar species 

 The Hooded Parrot belongs to a trio of closely related species in the genus Psephotus, the other two members 
being the golden-shouldered parrot Psephotus chrysopterygius and the extinct paradise parrot Psephotus 
pulcherrimus. The golden-shouldered parrot occurs in similar habitat on Cape York Peninsula and resembles the 
Hooded Parrot in having dark head markings and a turquoise body. 

10. Consultations 

 The Australian CITES Scientific Authority is grateful for the input of the Flora and Fauna Division of the Northern 
Territory Department of Land Resource Management. 

11. Additional remarks 
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Year App. Taxon Importer Exporter Origin 

Importer 
reported 
quantity 

Exporter 
reported 
quantity Term Unit Purpose Source 

1977 I Psephotus dissimilis NL AU     2 live       

1978 I Psephotus dissimilis HK AU     4 live       

1978 I Psephotus dissimilis AT CH     2 live     C 

1979 I Psephotus dissimilis NL AU     2 live       

1979 I Psephotus dissimilis US AU     12 live       

1979 I Psephotus dissimilis DE CH     10 live     C 

1981 I Psephotus dissimilis DK NL   2   live   B C 

1982 I Psephotus dissimilis DE AU   4   live   Z C 

1982 I Psephotus dissimilis DE AU     4 live   Z   

1982 I Psephotus dissimilis GB AU     4 live   Z   

1982 I Psephotus dissimilis DE CH   2   live   T C 

1982 I Psephotus dissimilis DE CH     2 live     C 

1982 I Psephotus dissimilis BR DE     2 live   T C 

1982 I Psephotus dissimilis US NL   12   live   T C 

1983 I Psephotus dissimilis GB DE     1 live   T C 

1983 I Psephotus dissimilis HK DE   1 1 live   Z C 

1983 I Psephotus dissimilis US DE     26 live   T C 

1983 I Psephotus dissimilis ZA DE     3 live   T C 

1984 I Psephotus dissimilis IT CH     2 live     C 

1984 I Psephotus dissimilis JP NL     34 live     C 

1984 I Psephotus dissimilis US NL     8 live     C 

1985 I Psephotus dissimilis NZ AU     2 live   Z C 

1985 I Psephotus dissimilis CA NL     16 live     C 

1985 I Psephotus dissimilis JP NL     6 live     C 

1986 I Psephotus dissimilis CH AT   6   live   P C 

1986 I Psephotus dissimilis GB NL   10   live     C 

1987 I Psephotus dissimilis NC FR     4 live     C 

1987 I Psephotus dissimilis CA NL     2 live     C 
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Year App. Taxon Importer Exporter Origin 

Importer 
reported 
quantity 

Exporter 
reported 
quantity Term Unit Purpose Source 

1977 I Psephotus dissimilis NL AU     2 live       

1988 I Psephotus dissimilis US AU     6 live   Z C 

1988 I Psephotus dissimilis US CA DE   9 live   Z C 

1988 I Psephotus dissimilis GB GB   2   live   P   

1988 I Psephotus dissimilis JP NL     4 live     C 

1988 I Psephotus dissimilis SG NL   2   live   T C 

1988 I Psephotus dissimilis TH NL     4 live     C 

1989 I Psephotus dissimilis HK AU     2 live   Z C 

1989 I Psephotus dissimilis IT CH     2 live     C 

1989 I Psephotus dissimilis SG CH   2   live   T C 

1989 I Psephotus dissimilis JP NL     10 live   T C 

1990 I Psephotus dissimilis SG CH   3   live   T C 

1990 I Psephotus dissimilis BH NL     2 live     C 

1990 I Psephotus dissimilis JP NL     14 live     C 

1990 I Psephotus dissimilis ZA NL     20 live     C 

1991 I Psephotus dissimilis AN NL     4 live   T C 

1991 I Psephotus dissimilis JP NL   12 12 live   T C 

1991 I Psephotus dissimilis ZA NL     4 live   T C 

1991 I Psephotus dissimilis NA ZA     1 live   T C 

1992 I Psephotus dissimilis NZ AU     1 live   Z C 

1992 II Psephotus dissimilis NZ AU   2 2 live   Z C 

1992 I Psephotus dissimilis SG NL     2 live   T C 

1993 I Psephotus dissimilis JP BE   6 6 live   T C 

1993 I Psephotus dissimilis TH BE     8 live   T C 

1993 I Psephotus dissimilis JP NL   6   live   T C 

1993 I Psephotus dissimilis TH NL     5 live   T C 

1993 II Psephotus dissimilis TH NL   4   live   T C 

1993 I Psephotus dissimilis ZW NL     2 live   T C 
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Year App. Taxon Importer Exporter Origin 

Importer 
reported 
quantity 

Exporter 
reported 
quantity Term Unit Purpose Source 

1977 I Psephotus dissimilis NL AU     2 live       

1994 I Psephotus dissimilis NZ AU   1 1 live   Z C 

1994 I Psephotus dissimilis SA AU     1 live   Z C 

1994 I Psephotus dissimilis SA AU     2 live   Z   

1994 I Psephotus dissimilis JP BE     23 live   T C 

1994 I Psephotus dissimilis JP NL   98 78 live   T C 

1994 I Psephotus dissimilis TH NL     18 live   T C 

1994 II Psephotus dissimilis TH NL   10   live   B C 

1994 I Psephotus dissimilis BE ZA     30 live   B C 

1995 I Psephotus dissimilis JP BE   16   live   P C 

1995 I Psephotus dissimilis JP BE   47 40 live   T C 

1995 I Psephotus dissimilis BR NL     2 live   T C 

1995 I Psephotus dissimilis IL NL     4 live   T C 

1995 I Psephotus dissimilis JP NL   4   live   P C 

1995 I Psephotus dissimilis JP NL   44 44 live   T C 

1995 I Psephotus dissimilis PK NL     1 live   T C 

1995 I Psephotus dissimilis TH NL     4 live   T C 

1995 I Psephotus dissimilis BE ZA     40 live   P C 

1995 I Psephotus dissimilis BE ZA   30   live   T C 

1996 I Psephotus dissimilis BR BE     2 live   T C 

1996 I Psephotus dissimilis JP BE   12 12 live   T C 

1996 II Psephotus dissimilis ES CH   4   live   T C 

1996 I Psephotus dissimilis JP NL   4 4 live   T C 

1996 I Psephotus dissimilis PK NL     4 live   T C 

1997 I Psephotus dissimilis ES CH     6 live     C 

1997 I Psephotus dissimilis IT CH   8   live   T C 

1997 II Psephotus dissimilis BR ES NL   6 live   T C 

1997 I Psephotus dissimilis BS NL     4 live   T C 
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Year App. Taxon Importer Exporter Origin 

Importer 
reported 
quantity 

Exporter 
reported 
quantity Term Unit Purpose Source 

1977 I Psephotus dissimilis NL AU     2 live       

1997 I Psephotus dissimilis JP NL     17 live   B C 

1997 I Psephotus dissimilis JP NL   18   live   T C 

1997 I Psephotus dissimilis KR NL     16 live   T C 

1997 I Psephotus dissimilis TH NL     1 live   T C 

1998 II Psephotus dissimilis AE BE     4 live   T C 

1998 I Psephotus dissimilis JP BE   3   live   T C 

1998 I Psephotus dissimilis MT BE   2   live   T C 

1998 II Psephotus dissimilis MT BE     2 live   T C 

1998 II Psephotus dissimilis MX BE     2 live   T C 

1998 I Psephotus dissimilis MX BE   2   live   T C 

1998 I Psephotus dissimilis YU CH     2 live     C 

1998 I Psephotus dissimilis HU DE   6 6 live   B C 

1998 I Psephotus dissimilis BS NL     2 live   T C 

1998 I Psephotus dissimilis CA NL     8 live   T C 

1998 I Psephotus dissimilis PK NL     10 live   T C 

1999 I Psephotus dissimilis AE BE     1 live   P C 

1999 I Psephotus dissimilis BH BE     11 live   T C 

1999 I Psephotus dissimilis JP BE NL 4 4 live   T C 

1999 I Psephotus dissimilis PH BE     3 live   T C 

1999 I Psephotus dissimilis AN NL     2 live   T C 

1999 I Psephotus dissimilis EG NL     4 live   T C 

1999 I Psephotus dissimilis PH NL     6 live   T C 

1999 I Psephotus dissimilis PK NL     2 live   T C 

2000 I Psephotus dissimilis CL NL     6 live   T C 

2000 I Psephotus dissimilis CY NL   6   live   T C 

2000 I Psephotus dissimilis PH NL   2   live   B C 

2000 I Psephotus dissimilis PH NL     2 live   T C 
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Year App. Taxon Importer Exporter Origin 

Importer 
reported 
quantity 

Exporter 
reported 
quantity Term Unit Purpose Source 

1977 I Psephotus dissimilis NL AU     2 live       

2000 I Psephotus dissimilis PK NL     3 live   T C 

2000 I Psephotus dissimilis TW NL     27 live   T C 

2001 I Psephotus dissimilis CA DE   4   live   P C 

2001 I Psephotus dissimilis CA DE   4 4 live   T C 

2001 I Psephotus dissimilis BG NL     2 live   T C 

2001 I Psephotus dissimilis CY NL   20 6 live   T C 

2001 I Psephotus dissimilis TN NL     2 live   T C 

2001 I Psephotus dissimilis NA ZA   4   live   T C 

2002 I Psephotus dissimilis PK BE     2 live   T C 

2002 I Psephotus dissimilis CY NL   12 2 live   T C 

2002 I Psephotus dissimilis DO NL     8 live   T C 

2002 II Psephotus dissimilis DO NL   4   live   T C 

2002 I Psephotus dissimilis NA ZA     2 live   P C 

2002 I Psephotus dissimilis NA ZA   2   live   T C 

2003 I Psephotus dissimilis BS NL   1   live   P C 

2003 I Psephotus dissimilis NO SE     4 live   T C 

2004 I Psephotus dissimilis PK BE     6 live   T C 

2004 I Psephotus dissimilis BS NL     1 live   T C 

2004 I Psephotus dissimilis PK NL     2 live   T C 

2004 I Psephotus dissimilis NO SE     10 live   T C 

2005 I Psephotus dissimilis PK NL     3 live   T C 

2008 I Psephotus dissimilis NO DK   1 1 live   T C 

2009 I Psephotus dissimilis NO DK   3 3 live   T C 

2010 I Psephotus dissimilis ID BE     4 live     C 

2010 I Psephotus dissimilis PK BE     10 live   T C 

2011 I Psephotus dissimilis AR BE   6 6 live   B C 

2011 II Psephotus dissimilis AR BE   6   live   T C 
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Year App. Taxon Importer Exporter Origin 

Importer 
reported 
quantity 

Exporter 
reported 
quantity Term Unit Purpose Source 

1977 I Psephotus dissimilis NL AU     2 live       

2011 I Psephotus dissimilis TH BE     8 live   T C 

2011 I Psephotus dissimilis ZA BE NL   6 live   T C 

2011 I Psephotus dissimilis BR DE   1 2 live   T C 

2011 I Psephotus dissimilis NO DK     3 live   T C 

2011 II Psephotus dissimilis NO DK   3 1 live   T C 

2011 I Psephotus dissimilis TH DK     4 live   T C 

2012 I Psephotus dissimilis AR BE   4   live   B C 

2012 I Psephotus dissimilis TH BE     1 live   T C 

2012 I Psephotus dissimilis ZA BE     15 live   T C 

2012 I Psephotus dissimilis DE CH   2 2 live   Q C 

2012 I Psephotus dissimilis BR DE   3 7 live   T C 

2012 I Psephotus dissimilis BR DE NL   1 live   T D 

2012 I Psephotus dissimilis CH DE CH 2   live   Q C 

2013 I Psephotus dissimilis AR BE     6 live   T C 

2013 I Psephotus dissimilis TW BE     36 live   T C 

2013 I Psephotus dissimilis ZA BE     6 live   T C 

2013 I Psephotus dissimilis BR DE NL   1 live   T C 

2013 I Psephotus dissimilis BR DE   1 5 live   T C 

2013 I Psephotus dissimilis PK NL     20 live   T C 

2013 I Psephotus dissimilis ZA PH     1 specimens   M C 

2013 I Psephotus dissimilis SG PT     4 live   T C 

 


