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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES 
OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

___________________ 
 

 

Twenty-first meeting of the Animals Committee 
Geneva (Switzerland), 20-25 May 2005 

Transport of live animals  

DECISION 13.88 

1. This document has been prepared by Ms Katalin Rodics, representative for the European 
region.  

2. The Parties adopted two new Decisions at the 13th meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
(CoP13, Bangkok, 2004) regarding the transport of live specimens that need to be 
implemented by CoP14 in 2007.  

3. Decision 13.88 is a continuation of work that the Animals Committee started in 2002 
regarding the development of recommendations for transport of live animals by road, rail or 
ship, cost-effective options for containers and packing materials, and the identification of 
model practices for assisting exporting Parties. Decision 13.89 is dealt with in document AC21 
Doc.16.1.2. 

4. Decision 13.88, directed to the Animals Committee, states the following: 

 The Animals Committee, in collaboration with interested non-governmental organizations and 
the Secretariat, shall: 

 a) develop recommendations regarding transport of live animals by road, rail or ship, and 
regarding cost-effective options for containers and packing materials for all means of 
transport to supplement, where necessary, the IATA Live Animals Regulations; 

 b) assist in identifying model practices concerning the transport and preparation for shipment 
of live wild animals, and develop recommendations to the Parties regarding the proper 
preparation, proper handling and transportation of live animals, particularly in exporting 
countries; and 

 c) report at the 14th meeting of the Conference of the Parties on the implementation of this 
Decision. 

5. Concerning paragraph a) of Decision 13.88, draft guidelines were circulated by the Chairman 
of Transport Working Group (TWG) last year (see the Annex to this document). The Animals 
Committee (AC) has to discuss these draft guidelines, concentrating specially on the need to 
develop guidance for transport by road, rail and ship. It means that the aim of this process is 
to produce a detail guideline like IATA Live Animals Regulation for air transport.  
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 It should be noted that until now, the TWG has considered some species-specific studies 
(marine mammals; circus elephants), and relevant transport standards and legislation in the 
European Union and New Zealand. It has received information from the the Animal Transport 
Association (AATA) and the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA), Whale and 
Dolphin Conservation Society and the World Society for the Protection of Animals. It started to 
collect data on road transportation. However, prior to CoP13, insufficient information was 
collected and analysed for the AC to develop recommendations regarding transport of live 
animals by road, rail or ship. The TWG also experienced difficulties in involving or finding experts 
willing to advice on these particular aspects of transport. 

6. Concerning paragraph b) of Decision 13.88, the AC has to develop practical advice and models 
of how exporters should prepare wild live animals for transport. It should be noted that until 
now, the TWG has been unsuccessful in obtaining any useful information for this process 
dispite the fact that some organizations and experts promised to help. 

Recommendations 

7. The AC has to discus the draft guidelines mentioned in paragraph 5, and adopt a realistic plan 
for further work of its Transport Working Group. A permanent Working Group on the Transport 
of Live Animals with sufficient regional representation of the Parties should be envisaged by 
the AC. It would be useful to involve reliable exporters with experience in preparing wild 
animals and plants for shipments. 
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Chapter 4 – Carrier Regulations 
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 4.5 General Ship information ................................................................. 

 4.6 Specific Ship Variations ..................................................................... 

 

 

 4.7 General Rail information ................................................................. 

 4.8 Specific Rail Variations ..................................................................... 
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6.1.1 EU Appendices 
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 6.2 Common Description scientific and common names of CITES listed Animals  
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Chapter 8 – Container Requirements 

Container Requirement  (IATA 71) 

Applicable to: 

 Elephant 

 Hippopotamus 

 Rhinoceros species 

  See Country Variations (Chapter 3): 
for air transport: GBG-01/02/04 and USG 
Variations 

 

 See Airline Variations (Chapter 4.2): CO-
04/05/09, QF-01 and SV-01 

 See Road Variations (Chapter 4.4): 

 See Ship Variations (Chapter 4.6):  

See Rail Variations (Chapter 4.8):  
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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