
1 TRAFFIC.ORG

Songbird trade 
observations and seizures 
in Southeast Asia
Serene Chng
Senior Programme Officer
TRAFFIC International – Southeast Asia



2 TRAFFIC.ORG

86,000+ birds from market
surveys in 14 major cities
Mostly songbirds

© Serene Chng/TRAFFIC



19,036 birds
206 species

22,911 birds
241 species

7,279 birds
130 species

1,271 birds
117 species

14,085 birds
109 species

8,047 birds
115 species

Identifying trends & 
issues

Dominant species

Original range

Source

Prices over time

Emerging species of 
concern

Beyond the 
stats 
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SEIZURES are an indication of illegal 
trade and enforcement effort
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songbirds

49% of bird seizures in sea 
– 1126 songbird seizures

82% of confiscated birds in 
sea – 527,820 seized 
songbirds

BIRDS IN PERIL
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top 
families
By volume

BIRDS IN PERIL

*

* 2023 data is not complete and consolidated yet
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5x
seizures 
2014-2020

BIRDS IN PERIL

*

* 2023 data is not complete and consolidated yet
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55x 
volume 
2014-2021

BIRDS IN PERIL * 2023 data is not complete and consolidated yet
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Number of 
confiscation 
incidents

BIRDS IN PERIL

ID: Lampung, 
Surabaya, Riau 
Islands
TH: Bangkok
TH-MY border
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seizures 
Timelapse

BIRDS IN PERIL

Increase over time
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Volume of 
confiscated 
birds

BIRDS IN PERIL

ID: Lampung, 
Surabaya
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volumes 
Timelapse

BIRDS IN PERIL

Increase over time
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TOP TAXA 
seized

BIRDS IN PERIL

*

* 2023 data is not complete and consolidated yet



11 exporting / transit countries

17 destination countries

10% of incidents included 
information on international routEs



Songbirds are 
Crossing borders
from source to 
market

© DetikNews



23 TRAFFIC.ORG

TOP TAXA 
seized

BIRDS IN PERIL

*

* 2023 data is not complete and consolidated yet



Malaysia’s 
Oriental
Magpie-robins

2015 - 2020: 26,950 birds in 44 seizures involving MY
64% smuggled from Malaysia to Indonesia
66% seized in 2020 alone

©James A. Eaton/Birdtour Asia

Chng et al., 2021. Smuggled For Its Song- The Trade in Malaysia’s Oriental Magpie-robins. TRAFFIC 
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Mandai Nature and an anonymous donor for generously 
supporting our bird trade work

Fellow researchers, report authors and collaborators
Thank you

CONTACT: serene.chng@traffic.org

FIND OUT MORE: traffic.org | facebook.com/trafficsea

mailto:serene.chng@traffic.org

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Malaysia’s Oriental �Magpie-robins
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26

