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To prevent the extinction of songbirds threatened by 
unsustainable trapping and the trade in wild-caught passerines

To address the impact of the trade and to find solutions through 
which the growing threat to an ever increasing number of 

songbird species can be reversed and improve the conservation 
status of all species involved

 ASTSG
 Chair
 Five Thematic Vice-Chairs
 Two Coordinators
 Communications Coordinator
 >70 members
 Hosted by Mandai Nature
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 To prioritise for future conservation interventions, research 
and funding 

 Taxa used to recognise unique conservation units threatened 
by trade

 Criteria: Trade main threat, populations impacted

 Updated April 2022

 To be updated as new information available

©James A. Eaton/Birdtour Asia
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• Simeulue Islands, Aceh, Indonesia

• Highly threatened endemic taxa

• Rampant poaching for the pet trade leading to regional 
extinctions

• White-rumped (Barusan) shama C. melanurus from 
Simeulue (hypolizus) and from Babi and Lasia
(opisthochrus), and Simeulue hill myna Gracula 
[religiosa] miotera, considered on the brink, if not 
already extinct in the wild

Tom Amey <tom@ecosystemimpact.com>
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• Kanopi Indonesia Is a Non Profit CSO based 
in Yogyakarta Indonesia

• Concern in conservation of landscapes and 
biodiversity resources through socio-
economic and ecological-based research, 
Strengthening site-level communities in 
sustainable management of biodiversity, and 
awareness-raising on conservation. 

• Kanopi Indonesia also has a goal to 
disseminate information on biodiversity and 
landscape conservation to the wider 
community to build mass movements and 
policy making by the government.

https://www.kanopi-indonesia.org/

yayasankanopiindonesia@gmail.com

https://www.kanopi-indonesia.org/
mailto:yayasankanopiindonesia@gmail.com
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 Build community capacity in sustainable landscape 
management by encourage local regulation

 Develop community based monitoring and 
guarding involving local community especially ex-
poacher

 Strengthen community livelihood primarily ex-
poacher through improving local based product 
and avitourism
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www.flightprotectingbirds.org

• In the last three years, songbirds have 
dominated wildlife seizures by authorities. 85% 
of wildlife seized by authorities who FLIGHT 
work with in the last 3 years were songbirds.

• The latest data shows, from January to 
November 2023 that we recorded 54,347 live 
individual wildlife seized by the authorities.

• 45,032 (83%) were songbirds.

Marison Guciano <info@flightprotectingbirds.org>
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In the past 5 years, FLIGHT has supported key authorities in rescuing an estimated 
180,000 songbirds from the illegal wildlife trade. Surviving birds are released back into 
the wild after being confirmed healthy
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mailto:bhm48@Cornell.edu


SILENT FOREST GROUP

• Members of ASTSG run the EAZA Silent Forest Group
• Mainly European zoos and aquaria fund activities
• Supporting 25 projects for songbirds threatened by trade financially
• Engage in trade research with partners such as Traffic, Monitor, SDU, 

MMU
• Engage in conservation policy work (led on CoP19 side event on 

Songbirds and IUCN 2020 motion #120 on “Action against Asian 
Songbird Trafficking”)

• Develops educational material exhibited in more than 180 zoos in 
Europe and Asia.

• Supported the development of three documentary film productions 
as well as artistic interpretations of the “Asian Songbird Crisis”.

Information on https://www.silentforest.eu/ and through info@silentforest.eu 

www.silentforest.euSimon Bruslund <sb@zoo.dk>



SILENT FOREST GROUP

• EAZA Member institutions have adopted above and beyond standards to 
avoid direct involvement in illegal and unsustainable songbird trade 

• Support establishment of Conservation Breeding Centres for the most 
threatened species in-region with funds and know-how

• Support in-region rescue and rehabilitation centers for songbirds which have 
been confiscated

• Support in-region education and awareness programmes
• Support community ranger programmes and alternative livelihoods to 

protect threatened populations
• Supports field research
• Supports awareness raising through documentaries and artistic 

interpretations 

www.silentforest.eu

Silent Forest Circus



SiTDB
• Songbirds in Trade Database (SiTDB)

• Compiles existing songbird trade knowledge

• Domestic and international trade

• Trade impact

• Goals: 
• Make trade knowledge publicly available
• Identify knowledge gaps
• Inform policy

• Living document

• info@sitdb.org
• https://www.sitdb.org

mailto:info@sitdb.org
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serene.chng@traffic.org

jessica.lee@mandai.org.sg

@IUCN_Songbirds

IUCN SSC Asian Songbird 
Trade Specialist Group

IUCN_Songbirds
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