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CoP13 Inf. 64 
(English only / únicamente en inglés / seulement en anglais) 

 

Written Statement by the Republic of Korea  

on the naming of sea area between the Korean Peninsula and Japanese archipelago 

 

Republic of Korea would like to ask the secretariat the following statement to be distributed as an 

Information Note to the Parties present at the Cop 13 meeting.  

 

z Republic of Korea would like to draw the attention of all parties at this meeting to the 

erroneous use of the appellation "Sea of Japan" in the Japanese proposal (Cop13 prop.4: 

Balaenoptera acutorostrata) to describe the sea area between the Korean Peninsula and 

Japanese archipelago.  

z There is ongoing dispute between the Republic of Korea and Japan in the naming of the sea 

area. The Korean government has historically called this body of water "East Sea" for the past 

2,000years, while Japanese use the name of "Sea of Japan"  

z The Korean government has been making utmost efforts to resolve this naming dispute 

through dialogue on a bilateral basis, while in the mean time calling for international 

community to use both "East Sea" and " Sea of Japan" pending a final agreement on a 

common name for the sea in question. This is also in accordance with the resolutions adopted 

by the United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names(UNCSGN) 

and the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) which endorses the principle of the 

simultaneous use of different names when countries sharing a geographical feature do not 

agree on a common name. 

z Having said that, Republic of Korea would like to kindly request all parties, NGOs and 

international organizations present at this Meeting to use both names “East Sea” and “Sea of 

Japan” concurrently until agreement on a common name is reached between the Republic of 

Korea and Japan. 

z Please refer to the position paper for more detailed information on this issue attached 

herewith.  
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