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CITESSTANDARD REFERENCE FOR THE SPECIESOF CORDYLUS (Cordylidae, Reptilia)
PREPARED AT THE REQUEST OF THE CITESNOMENCLATURE COMMITTEE.

Foreword

The scope of the lizard genus Cordylus Laurenti remainssub judice. A recent molecular study
of the Family Cordylidae (Frost et al., 2001) suggests that PseudocordylusA. Smith and Chamaesaura
Schneider are nested within Cordylus Laurenti, and should therefore be regarded as junior synonyms of
that genus. However, an ongoing expended molecular study suggests that it may be desirable to
partition Cordylus sensu lato into several discrete genera, which could result in the reinstatement of
Chamaesaura (Mouton, pers. comm.). For the purposes of the present exercise, Cordylus is taken, in
the sense of the CITES Appendices, as including the nomi nal genera Pseudocordylusand
Hemicordylus (Crag Lizards), but Chamaesaura (Grass Lizards) is excluded because it was never listed
on the CITES Appendices.

Cordylus Laurenti

Cordylus Laurenti, 1768, Synops. Rept. : 51. Type species by tautonomy: Lacerta cordylus
Linnaeus.

Zonurus Merrem, 1820, Tent. Syst. Amphib.: 57. Type species by monotypy: Lacerta cordylus
Linnaeus.

Pseudocordylus A. Smith, 1838, Mag. nat. Hist. (2) 2: 32. Type species (Loveridge, 1944):
Cordylus (Pseudocordylus) montanus A. Smith = P. microlepidotus (Cuvier).

Hemicordylus A. Smith, 1838, Mag. nat. Hist. (2) 2: 32. Type species by monotypy: Cordylus
(Hemicordylus) capensis A. Smith.

Distribution: From South Africa northrwest to the Huila Province of Angola and north-east to

southern Ethiopia.

Cordylus angolensis (Bocage) Angolan Girdled Lizard

Zonurus angolensis Bocage, 1895, Herpetol. Angola & Congo: 25. Type locality: Caconda, Huila
Didtrict, Angola.
Distribution: Angola highlands.

Cordylus aridus Mouton & van Wyk Dwarf Karoo Girdled Lizard
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Cordylus aridus Mouton & van Wyk, 1994, J. Herpetol. Assoc. Afr. 43: 15, Fig. 2-5. Typelocdity:
Farm Botterkraal, Prince Albert District, Western Cape Province, South Africa.
Distribution: South Africac Western Cape Province, Farms Botterkraal and Bruinrante.

Cordylus barbertonensis (van Dam) Barberton Girdled Lizard

Zonurus barbertonensis van Dam, 1921, Ann. Transvaal Mus. 7: 240, Pl. iii. Type locality: Barberton
[Mpumalanga Province], South Africa
Digtribution: South Africa (Barberton District) and Swaziland (middieveld).

Cordylus beraduccii Broadley & Branch Maasal Girdled Lizard

Cordylus beraduccii Broadley & Branch, 2002, Afr. J. Herpetol. 51 (1): 22, fig. 6.
Type locdity: Ndukus village, 10 km SE of Lolkisde, Kiteto Digtrict, Arusha Region,
Tanzania

Distribution: Northern Tanzania and southern Kenya (plateau areas).

Cordylus breyeri (van Dam) Waterberg Girdled Lizard
Zonurus breyeri van Dam, 1921, Ann. Transvaal Mus. 7: 239, A. i & ii. Type locdity: Farm
Geedlhoutkop, Waterberg Digtrict [Northern Province, South Africal.
Distribution: South Africac Northern Province - Waterberg and environs.

Cordylus campbdlli (FitzZSmons) Campbdl’s Girdled Lizard

Zonurus campbelli FitzSimons, 1938, Ann. Transvaal Mus. 19: 189. Type locdlity: Farm Barby, 25 km
west of Helmeringhausen , Great Namaqualand [Namibia).
Distribution: Namibia: Bethanie Digtrict.

Cordylus capensis A. Smith Graceful Crag Lizard

Cordylus (Hemicordylus) capensis A. Smith, 1838, Mag. nat. Hist.(2) 2: 32. Type locdity: South
Africa [= Hottentots Holland Mountaing], South Africa

Zonurus roberts an Dam, 1921, Ann. Tansvaal Mus. 7: 241, Pl. iv. Type locdity: Klaver, Van
Rhynsdorp District, South Africa.
Distribution: South Africa: Western Cape Province.

Cordylus cataphractus Bae Armadillo Girdled Lizard
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Cordylus cataphractus Boie, 1828, Nova Acta Acad. Leop.-Carol. 14: 140. Type locality: “vidleicht

ein anderer Theil dieses Continents” [= maybe a different part of this continent (Africa)].
Cordylus nebulosus A. Smith, 1838, Mag. nat. Hist. (2) 2: 31. Type locdity: South Africa.

Distribution: South Africa Western Cape Province.

Remark: According to the compiler of thislist, this species will soon be removed from Cordylus
and be put in a monotypic genus. That would at the same time solve the nomenclatura problem

sgndled under C. nebulosus. As soon as this change has been made Parties will be informed of it.

Cordylus cloetel Mouton & van Wyk Cloete's Girdled Lizard

Cordylus cloete Mouton & van Wyk, 1994, J. Herpetol. Assoc. Afr. 43: 12, Fig. 2-5. Type locality:
Farm De Hoek, Nuweveld Mountains, Fraserburg District, South Africa
Distribution: South Africac Northern Cape Province, Nuweveld Mountains.

Cordylus coeruleopunctatus (Methuen & Hewitt) Blue-spotted Girdled Lizard

Cordylus coeruleopunctatus Methuen & Hewitt, 1914, Trans. roy. Soc. S Afr. 3: 110. Type locdlity:
Buffel’s Nek, between Knysna and Avontuur, South Africa
Digtribution: South Africa: Western Cape Province from Outeniqua Mountains to the coast.

Cordylus cordylus (Linnaeus) Cape Girdled Lizard

Lacerta cordylus Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., Ed 10, 1: 202: Type locality: “in Africa, Asd’.

Cordylus verus Laurenti, 1768, Synops. Rept.: 52. Type locdlity: Africa

Cordylusdorsalis Cuvier, 1829, Regne animal, Ed. 2, 2: 33. Type locdlity: Africa

Cordylus griseus Cuvier, 1829, Regne animal, Ed. 2, 2: 33. Type locality: Africa

Zonurus vertebralis Gray, 1838, Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (1) 1: 388. Type locdity: Cape of Good
Hope.

Zonurus cordylus flavus Rose, 1926, Ann. S. Afr. Mus. 20: 492. Type locality: Robben Idand, South
Africa
Distribution:South Africa (Northern, Western and Eastern Cape Provinces and southeastern
Free State) and Lesotho.

Cordylus depressus (Fit zZSimons) Zoutpansberg Girdled Lizard
Zonurus barbertonensis depressus FitzSimons, 1930, Ann. Transvaal Mus. 14: 24. Type locdity: Farm
Newgate, near Louis Trichardt [Zoutpansberg Mts, Northern Province, South Africa].
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Zonurus laevigatus FitzSimons, 1933, Ann. Transvaal Mus. 15: 276, Fig. 1 & 2. Type locality:
Entabeni, Zoutpansberg Mts [Northern Province, South Africa).
Digtribution: South Africac Northern Province east of Longitude 29 E.

Cordylusfasciatus A. Smith Eastern Cape Crag Lizard

Cordylus (Pseudocordylus) fasciatus A. Smith, 1838, Mag. nat. Hist. 92) 2: 32. Type locality: South
Africa[= rocky hills near Grahamstown].

Cordylus (Pseudocordylus) Algoensis A. Smith, 1838, Mag. nat. Hist. 92) 2: 32. Type locdlity: South
Africa[= Algoa Bay].

Pseudocordylus microlepidotus namaquensis Hewitt, 1927, Rec. Albany Mus. 3: 392, Pl. xxii, Fig. 1.
Type locdity: Namaqualand. [The status of this taxon is uncertain, but if valid it will require a
new name, being preoccupied by Cordylus namaquensis Methuen & Hewitt 1914].
Digtribution: South Africac Namagualand to the southern Transkei (Eastern Cape Province).

Cordylus giganteus A. Smith Giant Girdled Lizard or Sungazer

Cordylus giganteus A. Smith, 1844, Illus. Zool. S Afr., Rept.: Pl. 35, 36. Type locality: “Interior
districts of South Africaon pinnacles of Quathlamba Mountains’.

Zonurus derbianus Gray, 1845, Cat. Liz: 48 & 270. Type locality: South Africa
Digtribution: South Africa northeastern Free State, southeastern M pumalanga and western
KwaZulu-Natd.

Cordylus imkae Mouton & van Wyk Rooiberg Girdled Lizard

Cordylus imkae Mouton & van Wyk, 1994, J. Herpetol. Assoc. Afr. 43: 14, Fig. 2-5. Type locadlity:
Lower dopes of the Rooiberg on the farm Wolfhok, Garies District, Namagqualand, South
Africa
Didtribution: South Africac Rooiberg Mts, Namagualand.

Cordylus jonesii (Boulenger) Limpopo Girdled Lizard

Zonurus jonesii Boulenger, 1891, Ann. Mag. nat. Hist. (6) 7: 417. Type locality: Murchison Range,
northeast Transvaal [Northern Province, South Africa].
Digtribution: Eastern Botswana, southern Zimbabwe, southern Mozambique, the Northern,
Mpumalanga and KwaZulu-Natal Provinces of South Africaand eastern Swaziland.
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Cordylus jordani (Parker) Jordan’s Girdled Lizard

Zonurus jordani Parker, 1936, Novit. zool. 40: 133. Type locality: Hoffnung, near Windhoek
[Namibia].
Digtribution: Central Namibia north of Aus.

Cordylus langi (Loveridge) Lang'sCrag Lizard

Pseudocordyluslangi Loveridge, 1944, Bull. Mus. comp. Zool. Harv. 95: 73. Type locality: Mont-aux-
Sources, Drakensberg [Lesotho].
Digtribution: Summit of the Drakensberg on the border between Lesotho and KwaZulu-Natal,
South Africa

Cordylus lawrenci (FitzSimors) Lawrence' s Girdled Lizard

Zonurus lawrenci FitzZSimons, 1939, Ann. Transvaal Mus. 20: 7, Fig. 2-4. Type locality: Lekkersing.
Richtersveld, Little Namagualand, South Africa
Distribution: South Africa: Richtersveld, Northern Cape Province.

Cordylus machadoi Laurent Machado's Girdled Lizard

Cordylus vittifer machadoi Laurent, 1964, Publ. cult. Comp. Diam. Angola 67: 49. Type locdity: Leba,
Humpata, near Sa da Bandeira at 1800 m, Huila, Angola.
Distribution: Angola (Huila Province) and Namibia (extreme northern Kaokoveld).

Cordylus macropholis (Boulenger) Large-scaled Girdled Lizard
Zonurus macropholis Boulenger, 1910, Ann. S Afr. Mus. 5: 468, 494. Type locdity: Little
Namaqualand, South Africa.
Digtribution: South Africa: coastal areas of Little Namaqualand.

Cordylus mclachlani Mouton McLachlan's Girdled Lizard

Cordylus mclachlani Mouton, 1986, S Afr. J. Zool. 21: 319, Fig. . Type locdlity: Koue Bokkeveld,
near Ceres, South Africa
Digtribution: South Africa: Western Cape Province from Koue Bokkeveld to Nieuwoudtville.

Cordylus melanotus A. Smith Highveld Crag Lizard
Cordylus (Pseudocordylus) melanotus A. Smith, 1838, Mag. nat. Hist. (2) 2: 32. Type locdity: South
Africa[= hills between the main branches of the Orange River east of Philippolis, Orange Free
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State, restricted to Ficksburg District by De Waal (1978)].
Digtribution: South Africa (highveld areas of Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Free State and KwaZulu
Natal Provinces) and northwestern Swaziland.

Cordylus microlepidotus Cuvier Western Cape Crag Lizard

L acerta Africana elegantissma Seba, 1735, Rerum naturalium Thesauri 2: 62, Pl. Ixii, Fig. 6, Africa

Cordylus microlepidotus Cuvier, 1829, Regne animal, Ed. 2, 2: 33 (based on Seba' s plate). Type
locality: Africa

Zonurus wittel Schlegel, 1834, Tijdschr. naturl. Gescheid. Phisial. 1: 216, Fl. vii, Fig. 1a-c. Type
locality: De zuidspits van Afrika

Cordylus (Pseudocordylus) montanus A. Smith, 1838, Mag. nat. Hist. (2) 2: 32. Type locdity:  South

Africa[= Cape of Good Hope].
Distribution: South Africa: Western Cape Province from Table Mountain east to the Outeniqua

Mountains.

Cordylus minor FitzZSimons Dwarf Girdled Lizard

Cordylus cordylus minor FitzSimons, 1943, Liz S. Afr.: 458. Type locality: just north of Matjesfontein
[Western Cape Province], South Africa.
Distribution: South Africa, known only from the type locality.

Cordylus mossambicus FitzZSimons Gorongosa Girdled Lizard

Cordylus warreni mossambicus FitzZSimons, 1958, Ann. Natal Mus. 14: 351. Type locdity: Gorongosa
Mountain [ Sofala Province], Mozambique.
Didtribution: Mozambique: Gorongosa Mountain southwest to the lower dopes of the
Chimanimani Mountains on the Zimbabwe border.

Cordylus namagquensis (Methuen & Hewitt) Namagua Girdled Lizard
Zonurus namaquensisMethuen & Hewitt, 1914, Ann. Transvaal Mus. 4: 137. Type locality: Farm
Narudas Sid, Great Karasberg District, Great Namaqualand [Namibia).

Didtribution: Namibia: Karasberg District.

Cordylus nebulosus (Mouton & van WyKk) Dwarf Crag Lizard
Pseudocordylus nebulosus Mouton & van Wyk, 1995, Amphibia- Reptilia 16: 391, Fig. 2a, 3-5. Type
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locality: Northern dope of Landdroskop, Hottentots-Holland Mountains, South Africa

Remarks: This name is preoccupied in Cordylus by C. nebulosus A. Smith 1838, a synonym of
C. cataphractus, but as the latter appears to be the sister species of all other Cordylus (Frost et. al.
2001), it is soon likely to be placed in a new monotypic genus, so that a new name will not be required
(Mouton, pers. comm.).

Distribution: South Africa: Hottentots Holland M ountains, Western Cape Province.

Cordylus niger Cuvier Black Girdled Lizard

Cordylus niger Cuvier, 1829, Regne animal, Ed. 2, 2: 33. Type locality: Africa

Calyptoprymnus verecundus De Vis, 1905, Ann. Queendand Mus. 6: 46, pl. xv. Type locality:

Zonurus cordylus atrus Power, 1930, Ann. Transvaal Mus. 14: 11, 16, F. i, Fig. 2. Type locdlity: Cape

Peninsula, South Africa.
Didtribution: South Africac Western Cape Province - Table Mountain, Cape Peninsula and
Sddanha Bay.

Cordylus nyikae Broadley & Mouton Nyika Girdled Lizard

Cordylus nyikae Broadley & Mouton, 2000, Afr. J. Herpetol. 49 (2): 169, Fig. 1. Type locdity: near
Chelinda Bridge, Nyika Nationa Park, Malawi.
Distribution: Northern Malawi on the Nyika Plateau, Misuku Hills and at Chitipa.

Cordylus oelofseni Mouton & van Wyk Odofsen’s Girdled Lizard

Cordylus oelofseni Mouton & van Wyk, 1990, S Afr. J. Zool. 25: 34, Fig. 3-6. Type locdity: Dasklip
Pass near Porterville, Western Cape Province, South Africa.
Distribution: South Africa: western borders of the Cape Fold Mountains.

Cordylus peers (Hewitt) Peers Girdled Lizard

Zonurus peers Hewitt, 1932, Ann. Natal Mus. 7: 116, Pl. vi, Fig. 12. Type locality: Garies, Little
Namaguaand, South Africa
Distribution: South Africac Namagualand.

Cordylus polyzonus A. Smith Karoo Girdled Lizard
Cordylus polyzonus A. Smith, 1838, Mag. nat. Hist. (2) 2: 31. Type locality: South Africa
Distribution: Western provinces of South Africa and southern Namibia.

Cordylus pustulatus (Peters) Herero Girdled Lizard
Zonurus pustulatus Peters, 1862, Mber. Konigl. Akad. Wiss. Berlin: 19. Type locdity: Neu-Barmen,
Hereroland [Namibia).

Distribution: Namibia (Hereroland).

Cordylusregius Broadley Regal Girdled Lizard

Cordylus warreni regius Broadley, 1962, Occ. Pap. natn. Mus. S Rhodesia 3 (26B): 808, Fig. 3. Type
locality: Dora, Umtdi [= Mutare] Didtrict, Zimbabwe.
Digtribution: Zimbabwe: southern Mutare Digtrict.
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Cordylusrhodesianus (Hewitt) Zimbabwean Girdled Lizard

Zonurus cordylus rhodesianus Hewitt, 1933, Occ. Pap. Rhod. Mus. 1: 48, . ix, Fig. 3. Type locdity:
Monte Cassino Mission, Macheke [Zimbabwe].
Distribution: Zimbabwe: Eastern highlands and adjacent Mozambique on the Chimanimani
Mountains.

Cordylus rivae (Boulenger) Ethiopian Girdled Lizard

Zonurus rivae Boulenger, 1896, Ann. Mus. Civ. Stor. nat. Genova (2) 17: 8. Type locdity: Giacorsa,
Galaland, Ethiopia.
Distribution: Ethiopia- Sidamo Region.

Cordylus spinosus (FitzSimons) Spiny Crag Lizard
Pseudocordylus spinosus FitzSimons, 1947, Ann. Natal. Mus. 11: 116, Fig. 1la-c, Pl. i, Fig. 56. Type
locality: Cathkin Peak area, Drakensberg [KwaZulu-Natal], South Africa
Digtribution: South Africa: lower sopes of the Drakensberg, from Giants Castle in KwaZulu
Natd to Golden Gate in the Free State.

Cordylus subviridis A. Smith Drakensberg Crag Lizard

Cordylus (Pseudocordylus) sub-viridis A. Smith, 1838, Mag. nat. Hist. (2) 2: 33. Type locdity: South
Africa[= summit of the Drakensberg behind Kaffirland and Natal].
Digtribution: Drakensberg in Lesotho, eastern Free State and western KwaZulu-Natal, south to
the Transkel, with an isolated population on the Amatola Mountains (Eastern Cape Province).

Cordylus tasmani (Power) Tasman's Girdled Lizard

Zonurus cordylus tasmani Power, 1930, Ann. Transvaal Mus. 14: 12, 16, P. i, Fig. 4. Type locality:
Dunbrody, Uitenhage Digtrict, South Africa
Didtribution: South Africa: Algoa basin and . Croix Idand, Eastern Cape Province.

Cordylus transvaalensis (FitzSimons) Northern Crag Lizard
Pseudocordylus subviridis transvaalensis FitzSimons, 1943, Liz. S. Afr.: 469. Type locality:
Woodbush, Pietersburg District [Northern Province, South Africa}.
Distribution: South Africa: restricted to isolated mountain peaks in the Northern Province
(Wolkberg to Waterberg).

Cordylus tropidosternum (Cope) Tropical Girdled Lizard
Zonurus tropidosternum Cope, 1869, Proc. Amer. Philos. Soc. 11: 169. Type locdity: “Madagascar”.

Zonurus frenatus Pfeffer, 1889, Jahrb. Hamburg Wiss. Angt. 6: 6. Type locdity: Mhonda [ Tanzania).
Zonurus parkeri Cott, 1934, Proc. zool Soc. London: 151. Type locality: Amatongas [Sofala Province,
Mozambique].
Digtribution: East Africafrom coastal Kenya, south through Tanzaniato centra Mozambique,
extending west to southeast Democratic Republic of Congo (Katanga), northern Zambia,
Malawi and northeastern Zimbabwe.

Cordylus ukingensis (Loveridge) Ukinga Girdled Lizard

Zonurus ukingensis Loveridge, 1932, Bull. Mus. comp. Zool. Harv. 72: 378. Type locdlity: Tandaa,
Ukinga mountains, [southwestern Tanzania).
Digtribution: Tanzania: southern highlands, Ukinga and Udzungwa Mountains.
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Cordylus vandami (FitzZSimons) Van Dam’'s Girdled Lizard

Zonurusvandami FitzZSimons, 1930, Ann. Transvaal Mus. 14: 25, 30, Fig. 6-7. Type locdlity:
Gravelotte, near Leydsdorp [Northern Province, South Africal.

Zonurus vandami perkoensis FitzSimons, 1930, Ann. Transvaal Mus. 14: 27, 30, Fig. 8-9. Type
locality: Farm Perkoe, near Olifants River [Northern Province, South Africal.
Distribution: South Africac Northern and M pumalanga Provinces.

Cordylus vittifer (Reichenow) Transvad Girdled Lizard

Zonurus vittifer Reichenow, 1887, Zool. Anz. 10: 372. Ann. Transvaal Mus. 14: 25, 30, Fig. 6-7. Type

locality: Transvaal, South Africa

Zonurus tropidogaster Boulenger, 1910, Ann. S Afr. Mus. 5: 468, 495. Ann. Transvaal Mus. 14: 25, 30,
Fig. 6-7. Type locality: Barberton, Transvaa [= Mpumaanga], South Africa.
Digtribution: Southeast Botswana, Northwest, Northern, Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Free State and
KwaZulu-Natal Provinces of South Africa, Swaziland and southwest Mozambique (eastern
dopes of the Lebombo Range).

Cordylus warreni (Boulenger) Warren's Girdled Lizard
Zonurus warreni Boulenger, 1908, Ann. Natal Mus. 1: 224, 232, Pl. xxxv. Ann. Transvaal Mus. 14
25, 30, Fig. 6-7. Type locdity: Ubombo, Zululand [KwaZulu-Natal} , South Africa.
Distribution: The Lebombo Range, from southeastern M pumalanga Province south through
eastern Swaziland and adjacent M ozambique to KwaZulu-Natal.

Cordylus: relevant taxonomic literature published subsequent to Wermuth, 1968 (Tierreich 87: i-
X, 1-30).
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De Wad, SW.P. 1978. The Squamata (Reptilia) of the Orange Free State, South Africa. Mem. nas.
Mus. Bloemfontein 11: iii, 1-160.
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Index
A list of trivial names with the genus (subgenus) to which each was originaly assigned.

Algoens's, Cordylus (Pseudocordylus)
angolend's, Zonurus

aridus, Zonurus

barbertonens's, Zonurus

beraduccii, Cordylus

breyeri, Zonurus

campbelli, Zonurus

capens's, Coprdylus (Hemicordylus)
cataphractus, Cordylus

cloetei, Cordylus
coeruleopunctatus, Zonurus
cordylus, Lacerta

depressus, Zonurus

derbianus, Zonurus

dorsalis, Cordylus

fasciatus, Cordylus (Pseudocordylus)
flavus, Zonurus

frenatus, Zonurus

giganteus, Cordylus

griseus, Cordylus

imkae, Cordylus

jonesii, Zonurus

jordani, Zonurus

laevigatus, Zonurus

langi, Pseudocordylus

lawrenci, Zonurus

machadoi, Cordylus

macropholis, Zonurus

mclachlani, Cordylus

melanotus, Cordylus (Pseudocordylus)
microlepidotus, Cordylus

minor, Cordylus

montanus, Cordylus (Pseudocordylus)
mossambicus, Cordylus
namaquenss, Zonurus
namaguensis, Pseudocordylus
nebulosus, Cordylus

nebul osus, Pseudocordylus

niger, Cordyl us

nyikae, Cordylus

oelofseni, Cordylus

parkeri, Zonurus
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peers, Zonurus

perkoens's, Zonurus
polyzonus, Zonurus
pustulatus, Zonurus

regius, Cordylus
rhodesianus, Zonurus

rivae, Zonurus

roberts, Zonurus

spinosus, Pseudocordylus
subviridis, Cordylus (Pseudocordylus)
tasmani, Zonurus
transvaalens's, Pseudocordylus
tropidogaster, Zonurus
tropidosternum, Zonurus
ukingensis, Zonurus
vandami, Zonurus
verecundus, Calyptoprymnus
vertebralis, Zonurus

verus, Cordylus

vittifer, Zonurus

warreni, Zonurus

witti, Zonurus
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