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(English only/Únicamente en inglés/Seulement en anglais) 

CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES 
OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

____________ 

 

Fifteenth meeting of the Plants Committee 
Geneva (Switzerland), 17-21 May 2005 

Regional reports 

OCEANIA 

General Information 

a) Regional Member (author of report): Greg Leach (Australia). 

b) Alternate Member: Osia Gideon (Papua New Guinea). 

c) Parties in the Region: Australia, Fiji, New Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Vanuatu. 

Regional Directory 

The Oceania Regional Directory of plant specialists has been maintained and a revised edition dated April 
2005 has been provided to CITES Secretariat for placement on the web site. 

Communication with Parties in region 

Significant communication has been maintained in the region through the auspices of the second Oceania 
Capacity Building Workshop held in Australia (2-5 August 2004) and through the attendance of all 
Oceania Parties at the 13th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (CoP13). A segment of the Capacity 
Building workshop was dedicated to a regional meeting. This was extremely valuable for discussion on 
regional positions for issues leading into CoP13. At CoP13, the region held daily meetings and held an 
informal regional dinner. These occasions have helped establish communication networks within the 
region such that information flow and cooperation on CITES issues is probably the best it has ever been. 

Since the last Plants Committee meeting, two new Oceania Parties have signed the Convention – Palau 
and Samoa. 

The Regional representative had communications with: 

a) All Oceania Parties advising of PC 15 and seeking input to the agenda; 

b) Australian Management and Scientific Authorities on orchid hybrids and implementation of the new 
annotation; 

c) TRAFFIC SEA concerning on-going activities with studies on the trade in Agarwood; 
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d) Fiji on the implementation of the new annotation for Orchids and the new definition of "artificially 
propagated"; 

e) Palau on plant survey methodologies and assessment of conservation status for plants; 

f) Working groups such as Significant Trade review and Review of the Appendices leading up to 
CoP13; and 

g) Australian Management Authorities on Cycad permits. 

Capacity building activities 

The major initiative for the region was the second Capacity Building Workshop held in Brisbane, Australia, 
2-5 August 2004. The CITES secretariat funded the workshop and it was organised by the Australian 
government and TRAFFIC Oceania. Of note for the workshop was the attendance by Parties, non-Parties, 
the regional representatives for both Animals and Plants Committee, TRAFFIC Oceania, South Pacific 
Regional Environment Program (SPREP) and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA). 
Such a diversity of attendance was highly beneficial to the workshop outcomes. 

All the Oceania Parties (Australia, Fiji, New Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu) were 
represented along with the non-Parties of Cook Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands and Tonga. 

Both regional representatives presented views on their roles and discussed issues relating to the structure 
and representation for the region. There were presentations by some of the Parties on various aspects of 
their implementation of CITES. Vanuatu provided background on how they have set up their MA and SA 
and discussed their long experience with CITES as a small Pacific Island country. PNG provided their 
recent example of development of national legislation to comply with CITES. Fiji discussed "Lessons 
Learnt" in their recent examples of trade suspensions and experiences in attending the CoP. Australia 
presented examples of the non-detriment finding (NDF) process. 

One of the main objectives of the workshop was to focus on the scientific aspects of CITES 
implementation and in particular the process of NDF. Presentations were given on harvest theory and the 
basis of quota setting, annual reports & trade data and the significant trade review process. There was 
extensive discussion on examples of precautionary management projects in a number of Parties and the 
need to involve industry in on-going monitoring. The IUCN Checklist for NDF was the basis for further 
examples and discussion. A case study on NDF for corals in Fiji and a group exercise on a hypothetical 
example provided hands-on experience in the use of the IUCN Checklist. 

The needs of the region in conducting robust NDF’s were discussed. Highlighted were: the need for 
obtaining basic biological data, for sharing information and expertise on NDF’s, building awareness across 
all relevant government agencies, the public and traditional leaders. There was some discussion on the 
idea of a supra-national SA in Oceania. The development of a common Oceania data base on wildlife 
trade issues was discussed as a mechanism to facilitate the sharing of information. 

There was discussion on the need for a successional strategy to increase the involvement of the smaller 
Pacific Island countries in CITES committee representation. 

There is no doubt that in a region such as Oceania, where there will never be the resources to hold 
dedicated regional meetings, that events such as capacity building workshops provide an effective means 
for face-to-face regional meetings. As such it is crucial that the regional representatives attend such 
workshops. In a region that has a majority of non-Party countries it is also crucial that non-Parties 
participate in such workshops. Their participation has certainly facilitated improved communication within 
the region on CITES issues and contributed to further countries becoming Parties to the Convention. 

Decision 13.100 calls for funding to be sought for another capacity building workshop in Oceania. This 
would provide a logical progression to training provided in the first two and provide probably the only 
viable mechanism to hold a regional meeting prior to CoP14. 
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Difficulties of implementation encountered in the region 

Two Parties (Australia and Fiji) have raised possible implementation issues with the new orchid 
annotation and the new definition of artificially propagated. The outcomes for Decisions 13.72, 13.73, 
13.98 and 13.99 will be of interest. 
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Annex 

OCEANIA DIRECTORY 
FOR 

CITES PLANTS COMMITTEE 
APRIL 2005 

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 

Dr Greg LEACH 
Department of Infrastructure, Planning & Environment 
Northern Territory Herbarium 
P.O. Box 496 
PALMERSTON  NT AUSTRALIA 0831 

Tel.: +61 (8) 8999 4520 
Fax:  +61 (8) 8999 4527 
Email: greg.leach@nt.gov.au 

ALTERNATE 

Dr Osia GIDEON 
Division of Biological Sciences 
School of Natural and Physical Sciences 
University of PNG 
P.O. Box 320 
UNIVERSITY POST OFFICE 
National Capital District 
Papua New Guinea 

Tel.: +675 326 7155/7210 
Fax:  +675 326 0369 
Email: oggideon@upng.ac.pg 

PARTIES 

AUSTRALIA 

   Department of the Environment and Heritage 
   GPO Box 787 
   CANBERRA ACT 2601 

[Oceania Regional representative on CITES Standing Committee – Ms Anne-Marie Delahunt] 
Email: anne-marie.delahunt@deh.gov.au 

MA  International Wildlife Trade 
  Department of the Environment and Heritage 
  GPO Box 787 
  CANBERRA  2601 

CONTACT PERSON: Neil Ellis 
Email: neil.ellis@deh.gov.au 
Tel.: +61-2-6274 1900 
Fax:  +61-2-6274 1921 
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Permits 
Tony Smart, Assistant Director 

Tel.: +61-2-6274 2752 
Fax:  +61-2-6274 1921 
Email: tony.smart@deh.gov.au  

Enforcement 
Neville Matthew, Director 

Tel.:  +61-2-6274 2855 
Fax:  +61-2-6274 1497 
Email: neville.matthew@deh.gov.au  

SA  Sustainable Wildlife Industries 
  Department of the Environment and Heritage 
  GPO Box 787 
  CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Tel.: +61-2-6274 2880 
Fax:  +61-2-6274 1921 

CONTACT PERSON: 

Mick TRIMMER, Director 
Details: as above. 

Email: mick.trimmer@deh.gov.au  

OTHER SA STAFF INVOLVED IN PLANTS ISSUES: 

Carey ROBINSON, Assistant Director (Scientific & Flora) 

Tel.: +61-2-6274 2343 
Fax:  +61-2-6274 1921 
E-mail: carey.robinson@deh.gov.au  

PLANT TAXONOMISTS: For a listing of plant taxonomic specialists, organised by both plant group and 
institution in Australia, go to: http://www.anbg.gov.au/chah/psra/ 

 

FIJI 

MA  The Fiji Islands CITES Management Authority 
  P.O. Box 2131 
  Government Buildings 
  SUVA  FIJI 

Tel.: +679 3302 541 
Fax:  +679 330 3515 

CONTACT PERSON: 

a)  Cama T. Tuiloma (Chief Executive Officer) 
Email: biodiversity@suva.is.com.fj 

b)  Epeli Nasome 
Email: enasome@govnet.fj 
  epeli_nasome@hotmail.com  
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c)  Manasa Sovaki 
Email: msovaki@govnet.gov.fj  
  msovaki@yahoo.com  

Tel.: +679 3311 699 
Fax:  +679 3312 879 

SA  The Fiji Islands CITES Scientific Council  
  P.O. Box 2131 
  Government Buildings 
  SUVA  FIJI 

CONTACT PERSON: 

a)  Manasa SOVAKI 
Email: msovaki@govnet.gov.fj  
  msovaki@yahoo.com 

b)  Marika Tuiwawa 
Email: tuiwawa_m@usp.ac.fj  

 

NEW ZEALAND 

MA  Department of Conservation 
  P.O. Box 10-420 
  WELLINGTON 1 
  New Zealand 

Tel.: +64 (4) 4710726 
Fax:  +64 (4) 4713279 

CONTACT PERSON: Janet OWEN, Manager, Biodiversity Recovery Unit 

Tel.: +64 (4) 4710726 
Fax:  +64 (4) 4711082 
E-mail: jowen@doc.govt.nz 

Enforcement 
Lisa HANKEY 
Department of Conservation 
Private Bag 68908 
Newton 
Auckland 

Tel.: +64 (9) 307 9279 
Fax:  +64 (9) 377 2919 
E-mail: lhankey@doc.govt.nz 

SA  CITES Scientific Authorities Committee 
  Department of Conservation 
  P.O. Box 10-420 
  WELLINGTON 1 
  New Zealand 

Tel.: +64 (4) 4710726 
Fax:  +64 (4) 4713279 
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CONTACT PERSON: Dr Rod HAY 

  Science & Research Unit 
  Department of Conservation 
  Private Bag 4715 
  Christchurch  New Zealand 

Tel.: +64 (3) 371 3712 
Fax:  +64 (3) 365 1388 
Email: rhay@doc.govt.nz 

Enforcement & Compliance 
Wildlife Enforcement Group 
Box 29 
Auckland 

Tel.: +64 (9) 359 6607 
Fax:  +64 (9) 3772534 
Email: weg@iconz.co.nz 

CONTACT PERSONS: 

Colin HITCHCOCK 
Anne PANCHO 
Peter YOUNGER (Regional Interpol Representative) 

 

PALAU 

MA  The Minister 
  Ministry of Resources and Development 
  P.O. Box 100 
  KOROR 96940 

Tel.: +680 488 27 01 / 488 60 99 
Fax:  +680 488 33 80  
Email: mrd@palaunet.com 

SA  Director of the Bureau of Agriculture 
  Ministry of Resources and Development 
  P.O. Box 100 
  KOROR 96940 

Tel.: +680 488 81 71 
Fax:  +680 488 14 75  
Email: boagri@palaunet.com 

Fernando M. Sengebau (Plant Protection Officer) 

Tel.: +680 488 2504 or 8171 
Fax:  +680 488 1603 
Email: FFMS@palaunet.com 

CONTACT PERSON: Tarita Holm – Forest Management Co-ordinator 

Tel.: +680 488 5395 
Fax:  +680 488 1603 
Email: Tarita_Holm@yahoo.com 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

MA  Department of Environment & Conservation 
  P.O. Box 6601 
  BOROKO  NCD 

Tel.: +675 3250195 
Fax:  +675 3250182 

CONTACT PERSON: Dr Wari IAMO 

Tel.: +675 3250195 
Fax:  +675 3250182 

Enforcement 
John ARUGA, First Assistant Secretary 
Wildlife Enforcement Branch 

Tel.: +675 325 0195 
Email: rso@daltron.com.pg 

Veari KULA 
Senior Enforcement Officer 
As above 

Frank BABAGA 
Customs Enforcement 
P.O. Box 777 
PORT MORESBY 

Tel.: +675 3326936 
Fax:  +675 3212169 

SA (Flora) PNG Forests Authority 
  PO Box 5055 
  BOROKO  NCD 

CONTACT PERSON: Dr Thomas NEN 

Tel.: +675 3277800 
Fax:  +675 3254433 

OTHER STAFF INVOLVED IN PLANTS ISSUES: 

CONTACT PERSON: Dr Osia GIDEON 

  Division of Biological Sciences 
  School of Natural and Physical Sciences 
  University of PNG 
  P.O. Box 320 
  University Post Office 
  National Capital District 

Tel.: +675 326 7155/7210 
Fax:  +675 326 0369 
Email: oggideon@upng.ac.pg 
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SAMOA 

MA  The Chief Executive 
  Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
  P.O. Box L 1859 
  APIA 

Tel.: +685 22 481 / 23 800 
Fax:  +685 23 176 
Email: Manumea@pactok.neg.org 

Mr Sialimalo Pati-Liu (Assistant CEO) 

Tel.: +685 22481, 23800, 25869, 31198 
Fax:  (685) 25869 
Email: Pati.Liu@mnre.gov.ws 

SA  Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment  
  Division of Environment and Conservation 
  Private Bag  
  APIA 
  SAMOA 

Fax:  +685 25869 

CONTACT PERSON: Vainuupo Jungblut 
Email: vainuupo.jungblut@mnre.gov.ws 

 

VANUATU 

MA  Environment Unit 
  Private Mail Bag 063 
  PORT VILA 

Tel.: +678 25302 
Fax:  +678 23565 
E-mail: environ@vanuatu.com.vu 

CONTACT PERSON: Ernest BANI 
Details: as above. 

SA  As for MA 

OTHER AUTHORITIES AND STAFF INVOLVED IN PLANT AND ANIMAL ISSUES: 

  Forest Conservation Unit 
  Department of Forests 
  Private Mail Bag 9064 
  PORT VILA 

CONTACT PERSON: Mr Sam CHANEL 

Tel.: +678 23171/23876 
Fax:  +678 25051 
Email: forestry@vanuatu.gov.vu 
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  Director 
  Department of Quarantine & Inspection 
  Private Mail Bag 040 
  PORT VILA 

Tel.: +678 23130/23519/24128 
Fax:  +678 235265 
Email: vqisvila@vanuatu.com.vu 

  Director 
  Department of Agriculture & Horticulture 
  PMB 9045 
  PORT VILA 

 

NON-PARTIES 

COOK ISLANDS 

Environment Service 
PO Box 371 
Avarua 
RAROTONGA 

CONTACT PERSON: Tu TANGI 
Tel.:  +682 21256 
Fax:  +682 22256 
Mob: +682 55770 
Email: tutangi@oyster.net.ck 

Ned HOWARD 
P.O. Box 102 
Arorangi 
RAROTONGA 

Tel.: +682 20034 
Fax:  +682 21134 

 

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA 

Secretary 
Department of Economic Affairs 
P.O. Box PS-12 
PALIKIR, POHNPEI  FM 96941 

Tel.: +691 3202646/2620 
Fax:  +691 3205854/2079 

CONTACT PERSON: The Honourable Sebastian L. ANEFAL 
Alternate: Mr Francis ITIMAI  
Details as above. 
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Tanya RODRIGUEZ 
UN/Multilateral – TreatiesDivision 
FSM Dept of External Affairs 
P.O.Box PS-123 
PALIKIR, POHNPEI FM 96941 

Tel.: +691 3207666/2613/2544 
Fax:  +691 3202933 

 

KIRIBATI 

Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Natural Resources Development 
P.O. Box 64 
BAIRIKI 
Tarawa 

Tel.: +686 21128 
Fax:  +686 21145 

CONTACT PERSON: Tukabu TEROROKO, Permanent Secretary 
Alternate: Benenato TIMON (Project Economist) 
Details as above. 

Email: berenatot@mnrd.gov.ki 

 

MARSHALL ISLANDS 

 

Marshall Islands Marine Resources Authority 
P.O. Box 860 
MAJURO, 96960 

Tel.: +692 6258262 
Fax:  +692 6255447 

 

NIUE 

Director 
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
P.O. Box 74 
ALOFI 

Tel.: +683 4032 
Fax:  +683 4079 

CONTACT PERSON: Sauni TONGATULE 
Details as above. 
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SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Ministry of Forests, Environment and Conservation 
P.O. Box G24 
HONIARA 

CONTACT PERSON: 

Moses BILIKI 
Director 
Environment & Conservation Division 

Tel.: +677 24325 
Fax:  +677 25811 

Bernard TELEI 
Principal Environment Officer 

Tel.: +677 23402 
Fax:  +677 24271 

 

TONGA 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
P.O. Box 14 
NUKU’ALOFA 

Tel.: +676 23038 
Fax:  +676 24271 
Email: hfaanunu@maf.gov.to 

CONTACT PERSON: Haniteli ‘O FA’ANUNU, Director 

 

TUVALU 

Department of Agriculture 
Ministry of Natural Resources Development 
FUNAFUTI 

Tel.: +688 825 
Fax:  +688 826 
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DEPENDENT TERRITORIES 

FRANCE 

NEW CALEDONIA 

MA  Secrétaire général du Haut Commissariat de la République en Nouvelle-Calédonie 
  4, rue Monchoet 
  Immeuble Waruma, Port Paisance 
  B.P. C5 
  F-98844 NOUMEA CEDEX 

Tel.: +68 (7) 246700 
Fax:  +68 (7) 246708 
Email: dafe@offratel.nc 

SA  Institut de recherche pour le développement 
  B.P. A5 
  F-98848  NOUMEA CEDEX 

Tel.: +68 (7) 261000 
Fax:  +68 (7) 264326 

 

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANISATIONS 

OCEANIA REGION 

South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) 
PO Box 240 
APIA 
Western Samoa 

Tel.: +612 9299 6582 
Fax:  +612 9299 6557 

CONTACTS: 

Tamari-i TUTANGATA, Director 

Email: sprep@sprep.org.ws 

Liz DOVEY 
Terrestrial spp. (Invasive/Threatened) 

E-mail: lizd@sprep.org 

Mary POWER 

Email: maryp@sprep.org.ws 
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TRAFFIC Oceania 
GPO Box 528 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 
Australia 

Tel.: +61 (2) 92996582 
Fax:  +61 (2) 92996557 
WEBSITE: www.traffic.org 

CONTACT PERSON: 

Glenn SANT, Director 

Email: gsant@traffico.org 

 

AUSTRALIA 

Australian Network for Plant Conservation 
GPO Box 1777 
CANBERRA, ACT 2601 

Tel.: +61 (2) 62509509 
Fax: +61 (2) 62509528 

CONTACT PERSON: Ms Jeanette MILL 

E-mail: jeanette.mill@ea.gov.au 

Web site for directory of plant conservation resources: http://www.anbg.gov.au/anpc/web.html 

 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Nathaniel da WHEYA 
SI National Coordinator 
Conservation International 
P.O. Box 1983 
HONIARA 

Tel/Fax: +677 28982 

Email: ndawheya@conservation.org and copy to ci@solomon.com.sb 

 


