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Summary of the differences in taxonomy between the second and third editions of 
Mammal Species of the World (Wilson & Reeder, 1993 & 2005) 

The following lists all the differences between the second and third editions of Mammal Species of the 
World, with a brief description of the type of change that has been made. Some of the changes have 
already been adopted by the CITES Nomenclature Committee and a note is appended to each of these. 
Also listed are the few cases where the Nomenclature Committee has agreed to use names based on 
wild rather than domestic forms of species, and thus has conflicted with both editions of Mammal 
Species of the World. 

Where two names are listed, separated by an ‘=’ sign the name on the left is that currently adopted by 
the CITES Nomenclature Committee, and that on the right is that used by the third edition of Mammal 
Species of the World. A key of the types of changes made is appended to this document. 

Type of change  
 CHORDATA 
 MAMMALIA 
  

 MONOTREMATA 
  
 TACHYGLOSSIDAE 
  
New species Zaglossus attenboroughi 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
Split Zaglossus bruijni bartoni = Zaglossus bartoni 
  

 DIPROTODONTIA 
  
 PHALANGERIDAE 
  
Split Phalanger orientalis intercastellanus = Phalanger intercastellanus 
  
Split Phalanger orientalis mimicus = Phalanger mimicus 
  
Split Spilocuscus maculatus kraemeri = Spilocuscus kraemeri 
  
Split Spilocuscus maculatus papuensis = Spilocuscus papuensis 
  
 POTOROIDAE 
  
Split Bettongia penicillata tropica = Bettongia tropica 
  
 MACROPODIDAE 
  
Split Dendrolagus dorianus stellarum = Dendrolagus stellarum 
  
 MACROPODIDAE 
  
Split Dendrolagus goodfellowi pulcherrimus = Dendrolagus pulcherrimus 
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 SCANDENTIA 
  
 TUPAIIDAE 
  
Split Tupaia palawanensis moellendorffi = Tupaia moellendorffi 
  

 CHIROPTERA 
  
 PTEROPODIDAE 
  
Lump Acerodon lucifer = Acerodon jubatus lucifer 
  
Lump Pteropus argentatus = Pteropus chrysoproctus argentatus 
  
New species Pteropus banakrisi 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
Replacement name Pteropus gilliardi = Pteropus gilliardorum 
  
Spelling Pteropus livingstonei = Pteropus livingstonii 
  
Split Pteropus mariannus loochoensis = Pteropus loochoensis 
  
Split Pteropus mariannus pelewensis = Pteropus pelewensis 
  
Split Pteropus mariannus ualanus = Pteropus ualanus 
  
Split Pteropus mariannus yapensis = Pteropus yapensis 
  
Lump Pteropus mearnsi = Pteropus speciosus mearnsi 
  
Split Pteropus melanopogon aruensis = Pteropus aruensis 
  
Split Pteropus melanopogon keyensis = Pteropus keyensis 
  
Lump Pteropus phaeocephalus = Pteropus insularis phaeocephalus 
  
Split Pteropus rayneri cognatus = Pteropus cognatus 
  
Split Pteropus rayneri rennelli = Pteropus rennelli 
  
Lump Pteropus santacrucis = Pteropus nitendiensis santacrucis 
  
Split Pteropus temmincki capistratus = Pteropus capistratus 
  
Split Pteropus vampyrus intermedius = Pteropus intermedius 
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 PRIMATES 
  
 LEMURIDAE 
  
Split Eulemur fulvus albifrons = Eulemur albifrons 
  
Split Eulemur fulvus albocollaris = Eulemur albocollaris 
  
Split Eulemur fulvus cinereiceps = Eulemur cinereiceps 
  
Split Eulemur fulvus collaris = Eulemur collaris 
  
Split Eulemur fulvus rufus = Eulemur rufus 
  
Split Eulemur fulvus sanfordi = Eulemur sanfordi 
  
Split Hapalemur griseus alaotrensis = Hapalemur alaotrensis 
  
Split Hapalemur griseus occidentalis = Hapalemur occidentalis 
  
Generic change Hapalemur simus = Prolemur simus 
  
Split Varecia variegata rubra = Varecia rubra 
  
 MEGALADAPIDAE 
  
Split Lepilemur septentrionalis ankaranensis = Lepilemur ankaranensis 
  
 CHEIROGALEIDAE 
  
Split Cheirogaleus major adipicaudatus = Cheirogaleus adipicaudatus 
  
Split Cheirogaleus major crossleyi = Cheirogaleus crossleyi 
  
Split Cheirogaleus major sibreei = Cheirogaleus sibreei 
  
New species Cheirogaleus minusculus 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
New species Cheirogaleus ravus 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
New species Microcebus berthae 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
New species Microcebus ravelobensis 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
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New species Microcebus sambiranensis 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
New species Microcebus tavaratra 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
Generic change Microcebus coquereli = Mirza coquereli 
  
Split Microcebus murinus griseorufus = Microcebus griseorufus 
  
Split Microcebus murinus myoxinus = Microcebus myoxinus 
  
Split Phaner furcifer electromontis = Phaner electromontis 
  
Split Phaner furcifer pallescens = Phaner pallescens 
  
Split Phaner furcifer parienti = Phaner parienti 
  
 INDRIDAE 
  
Split Avahi laniger occidentalis = Avahi occidentalis 
  
New species Avahi unicolor 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
Split Propithecus verreauxi coquereli = Propithecus coquereli 
  
Split Propithecus verreauxi deckenii = Propithecus deckenii 
  
Split Propithecus verreauxi edwardsi = Propithecus edwardsi 
  
Split Propithecus verreauxi perrieri = Propithecus perrieri 
  
 LORI(SI)DAE 
  
Split Loris tardigradus lydekkerianus = Loris lydekkerianus 
  
Split Nycticebus coucang bengalensis = Nycticebus bengalensis 
  
New species Pseudopotto martini 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
 GALAG(ON)IDAE 
  
Split Galago alleni cameronensis  = Galago cameronensis 
  
Split Galago alleni gabonensis  = Galago gabonensis 
  
Split Galago moholi nyassae = Galago nyasae 
  



NC2006 (fauna) Doc. 9 – p. 9 

Generic change Galagoides demidoff = Galago demidoff 
  
Split Galagoides demidoff orinus = Galago orinus 
  
Split Galagoides demidoff thomasi = Galago thomasi 
  
New species & 
generic change 

Galagoides rondoensis = Galago rondoensis 

  
New species & 
lump 

Galagoides udzungwensis = Galago zanzibaricus udzungwensis 

  
Generic change Galagoides zanzibaricus  = Galago zanzibaricus 
  
Split Galagoides zanzibaricus granti = Galago granti 
  
Split Otolemur crassicaudatus monteiri = Otolemur monteiri 
  
 TARSIIDAE 
  
Lump Tarsius diana = Tarsius dentatus 
  
Replacement name Tarsius spectrum = Tarsius tarsier 
  
Split Tarsius spectrum dentatus = Tarsius dentatus 
  
Split Tarsius spectrum pelengensis = Tarsius pelengensis 
  
Split Tarsius spectrum sangirensis = Tarsius sangirensis 
  
 CALLITRICHIDAE 
  
New species Callithrix acariensis 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
Split Callithrix argentata emiliae = Callithrix emiliae 
  
Split Callithrix argentata intermedia = Callithrix intermedia 
  
Split Callithrix argentata leucippe = Callithrix leucippe 
  
Split Callithrix argentata melanura = Callithrix melanura 
  
Spelling Callithrix humeralifer = Callithrix humeralifera 
  
Split Callithrix humeralifer chrysoleuca = Callithrix chrysoleuca 
  
New species Callithrix humilis 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
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New species Callithrix manicorensis 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
New species Callithrix marcai 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
New species Callithrix mauesi 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
New species Callithrix nigriceps 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
New species Callithrix saterei 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
Spelling Leontopithecus chrysomela = Leontopithecus chrysomelas 
  
Split Saguinus bicolor martinsi = Saguinus martinsi 
  
Split Saguinus fuscicollis melanoleucus = Saguinus melanoleucus 
  
Split Saguinus midas niger = Saguinus niger 
  
Split Saguinus mystax pileatus = Saguinus pileatus 
  
Split Saguinus nigricollis graellsi = Saguinus graellsi 
  
 CEBIDAE 
  
Split Alouatta belzebul nigerrima = Alouatta nigerrima 
  
Replacement name Alouatta fusca = Alouatta guariba 
  
Split Alouatta seniculus macconnelli = Alouatta macconnelli 
  
Spelling Aotus azarai = Aotus azarae 
  
Lump Aotus brumbacki = Aotus lemurinus brumbacki 
  
Lump Aotus infulatus = Aotus azarae infulatus 
  
Split Ateles belzebuth hybridus = Ateles hybridus 
  
Split Brachyteles arachnoides hypoxanthus = Brachyteles hypoxanthus 
  
New species Callicebus bernhardi 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
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New species Callicebus coimbrai 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
Split Callicebus cupreus discolor = Callicebus discolor 
  
Split Callicebus cupreus ornatus = Callicebus ornatus 
  
Split Callicebus donacophilus pallescens = Callicebus pallescens 
  
Split Callicebus hoffmannsi baptista = Callicebus baptista 
  
Split Callicebus personatus barbarabrownae = Cebus barbarabrownae 
  
Split Callicebus personatus melanochir = Callicebus melanochir 
  
Split Callicebus personatus nigrifrons = Callicebus nigrifrons 
  
New species Callicebus stephennashi 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
Split Callicebus torquatus lucifer = Callicebus lucifer 
  
Split Callicebus torquatus lugens = Callicebus lugens 
  
Split Callicebus torquatus medemi = Callicebus medemi 
  
Split Callicebus torquatus purinus = Callicebus purinus 
  
Split Callicebus torquatus regulus = Callicebus regulus 
  
Split Cebus apella libidinosus = Cebus libidinosus 
  
Split Cebus apella nigritus = Cebus nigritus 
  
Split Cebus apella xanthosternos = Cebus xanthosternos 
  
New species Cebus kaapori 
  
Split Chiropotes satanas chiropotes = Chiropotes chiropotes 
  
Split Chiropotes satanas israelita = Chiropotes israelita 
  
Split Chiropotes satanas utahickae = Chiropotes utahickae 
  
Generic change Lagothrix flavicauda = Oreonax flavicauda 
  
Split Lagothrix lagotricha cana = Lagothrix cana 
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Split Lagothrix lagotricha lugens = Lagothrix lugens 
  
Split Lagothrix lagotricha poeppigii = Lagothrix poeppigii 
  
 CERCOPITHECIDAE 
  
Split Cercocebus agilis chrysogaster = Cercocebus chrysogaster 
  
New species Cercocebus sanjei 
  
Split Cercocebus torquatus atys = Cercocebus atys 
  
Split Cercopithecus campbelli lowei = Cercopithecus lowei 
  
Split Cercopithecus diana roloway = Cercopithecus roloway 
  
Split Cercopithecus mitis albogularis = Cercopithecus albogularis 
  
Split Cercopithecus mitis doggetti = Cercopithecus doggetti 
  
Split Cercopithecus mitis kandti = Cercopithecus kandti 
  
Split Cercopithecus wolfi denti = Cercopithecus denti 
  
Split Chlorocebus aethiops cynosuros = Chlorocebus cynosuros 
  
Split Chlorocebus aethiops djamdjamensis = Chlorocebus djamdjamensis 
  
Split Chlorocebus aethiops pygerythrus = Chlorocebus pygerythrus 
  
Split Chlorocebus aethiops sabaeus = Chlorocebus sabaeus 
  
Split Chlorocebus aethiops tantalus = Chlorocebus tantalus 
  
Split Colobus polykomos vellerosus = Colobus vellerosus 
  
Split Lophocebus albigena aterrimus = Lophocebus aterrimus 
  
Split Lophocebus albigena opdenboschi = Lophocebus opdenboschi 
  
Split Macaca nemestrina leonina = Macaca leonina 
  
Split Macaca nemestrina pagensis = Macaca pagensis 
  
Split Macaca nemestrina siberu = Macaca siberu 
  
Split Macaca nigra nigrescens = Macaca nigrescens 
  
Split Macaca tonkeana hecki = Macaca hecki 
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New species Miopithecus ogouensis 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
Generic change Nasalis concolor = Simias concolor 
  
Split Papio hamadryas anubis = Papio anubis 
  
Split Papio hamadryas cynocephalus = Papio cynocephalus 
  
Split Papio hamadryas papio = Papio papio 
  
Split Papio hamadryas ursinus = Papio ursinus 
  
Split Presbytis femoralis chrysomelas = Presbytis chrysomelas 
  
Split Presbytis femoralis natunae = Presbytis natunae 
  
Split Presbytis femoralis siamensis = Presbytis siamensis 
  
Generic change Procolobus badius  = Piliocolobus badius 
  
Generic change Procolobus pennantii  = Piliocolobus pennantii 
  
Split Procolobus pennantii foai  = Piliocolobus foai 
  
Split Procolobus pennantii gordonorum = Piliocolobus gordonorum 
  
Split Procolobus pennantii kirkii = Piliocolobus kirkii 
  
Split Procolobus pennantii tephrosceles  = Piliocolobus tephrosceles 
  
Split Procolobus pennantii tholloni  = Piliocolobus tholloni 
  
Generic change Procolobus rufomitratus  = Piliocolobus rufomitratus 
  
Generic change Pygathrix avunculus = Rhinopithecus avunculus 
  
Generic change Pygathrix bieti = Rhinopithecus bieti 
  
Generic change Pygathrix brelichi = Rhinopithecus brelichi 
  
Split Pygathrix nemaeus cinerea = Pygathrix cinerea 
  
Split Pygathrix nemaeus nigripes = Pygathrix nigripes 
  
Generic change Pygathrix roxellana = Rhinopithecus roxellana 
  
Split Semnopithecus entellus ajax = Semnopithecus ajax 
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Split Semnopithecus entellus dussumieri = Semnopithecus dussumieri 
  
Split Semnopithecus entellus hector = Semnopithecus hector 
  
Split Senopithecus entellus hypoleucos = Semnopithecus hypoleucos 
  
Split Senopithecus entellus priam = Semnopithecus priam 
  
Split Senopithecus entellus schistaceus = Semnopithecus schistaceus 
  
Split Trachypithecus auratus ebenus = Trachypithecus ebenus 
  
Split Trachypithecus cristatus barbei = Trachypithecus barbei 
  
Split Trachypithecus cristatus germaini = Trachypithecus germaini 
  
Split Trachypithecus francoisi delacouri = Trachypithecus delacouri 
  
Split Trachypithecus francoisi hatinhensis = Trachypithecus hatinhensis 
  
Split Trachypithecus francoisi laotum = Trachypithecus laotum 
  
Split Trachypithecus francoisi poliocephalus = Trachypithecus poliocephalus 
  
Split Trachypithecus pileatus shortridgei = Trachypithecus shortridgei 
  
 HYLOBATIDAE 
  
Split Hylobates agilis albibarbis = Hylobates albibarbis 
  
Generic change Hylobates concolor = Nomascus concolor 
  
Split Hylobates concolor hainanus = Nomascus hainanus 
  
Generic change Hylobates gabriellae = Nomascus gabriellae 
  
Split Hylobates gabriellae siki  = Hylobates siki 
  
Generic change Hylobates hoolock = Bunopithecus hoolock 
  
Generic change Hylobates leucogenys = Nomascus leucogenys 
  
Generic change Hylobates syndactylus = Symphalangus syndactylus 
  
 HOMINIDAE 
  
Split Gorilla gorilla beringei = Gorilla beringei 
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New species!! Homo sapiens 
 This species, which Wilson & Reeder (1993 & 2005) list as in CITES Appendix II, 

is missing from the CITES and EC databases but is not specifically excluded from 
CITES controls 

  
Split Pongo pygmaeus abelii = Pongo abelii 
  

 PHOLIDOTA 
  
 MANIDAE 
  
Split Manis javanica culionensis = Manis culionensis 
  

 RODENTIA 
  
 MURIDAE 
  
Lump Pseudomys praeconis = Pseudomys fieldi praeconis 
  
 AGOUTIDAE 
  
Generic change Agouti paca = Cuniculus paca 
  
 CHINCHILLIDAE 
  
Replacement name Chinchilla brevicaudata = Chinchilla chinchilla 
  

 CETACEA 
  
 ZIPHIIDAE 
  
New species Mesoplodon perrini 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
Split Mesoplodon layardii traversii = Mesoplodon traversii 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
 PHYSETERIDAE 
  
Spelling Kogia simus = Kogia sima 
  
 DELPHINIDAE 
  
Split Delphinus delphis capensis = Delphinus capensis 
  
Split Tursiops truncatus aduncus = Tursiops aduncus 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  



NC2006 (fauna) Doc. 9 – p. 16 

 PHOCOENIDAE 
  
Generic change Australophocaena dioptrica = Phocoena dioptrica 
  
 BALAENOPTERIDAE 
  
Split Balaenoptera acutorostrata bonaerensis = Balaenoptera bonaerensis 
 Already accepted by CITES Nomenclature Committee 
  
 BALAENIDAE 
  
Split Eubalaena glacialis japonica = Eubalaena japonica 
  

 CARNIVORA 
  
 CANIDAE 
  
Generic change Pseudalopex culpaeus = Lycalopex culpaeus 
  
Generic change Pseudalopex griseus = Lycalopex griseus 
  
Generic change Pseudalopex gymnocercus = Lycalopex gymnocercus 
  
 MUSTELIDAE 
  
Generic change Amblonyx cinerea = Aonyx cinerea 
  
Lump Aonyx congicus = Aonyx capensis congica 
  
Split Lutra lutra nippon = Lutra nippon 
  
Generic change Lutra maculicollis = Hydrictis maculicollis 
  
 HERPESTIDAE 
  
Split Herpestes brachyurus fuscus = Herpestes fuscus 
  
 HYAENIDAE 
  
Spelling Proteles cristatus = Proteles cristata 
  
 FELIDAE 
  
Generic change Oncifelis colocolo = Leopardus colocolo 
  
Split Oncifelis colocolo braccatus = Leopardus braccatus 
  
Split Oncifelis colocolo pajeros = Leopardus pajeros 
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Generic change Oncifelis geoffroyi = Leopardus geoffroyi 
  
Generic change Oncifelis guigna = Leopardus guigna 
  
Generic change Oreailurus jacobita = Leopardus jacobitus 
  
Generic change Otocolobus manul = Felis manul 
  
Split Prionailurus bengalensis iriomotensis = Prionailurus iriomotensis 
  

 PROBOSCIDEA 
  
 ELEPHANTIDAE 
  
Split Loxodonta africana cyclotis = Loxodonta cyclotis 
  

 PERISSODACTYLA 
  
 EQUIDAE 
  
Alternative name Equus africanus = Equus asinus africanus 
 The CITES Nomenclature Committee has agreed to use the name based on a wild 

rather than a domestic form 
  
Alternative name Equus przewalskii = Equus caballus przewalskii 
 The CITES Nomenclature Committee has agreed to use the name based on a wild 

rather than a domestic form 
  
Lump Equus onager = Equus hemionus onager 
  
Subspecies change Equus onager khur  = Equus hemionus khur 
  

 ARTIODACTYLA 
  
 CAMELIDAE 
  
Lump Lama guanicoe = Lama glama guanicoe 
  
 MOSCHIDAE 
  
Split Moschus berezovskii anhuiensis = Moschus anhuiensis 
  
Split Moschus chrysogaster cupreus = Moschus cupreus 
  
Split Moschus chrysogaster leucogaster = Moschus leucogaster 
  
 CERVIDAE 
  
Generic change Cervus duvaucelii = Rucervus duvaucelii 
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Generic change Cervus eldii = Rucervus eldii 
  
Lump Dama mesopotamica = Dama dama mesopotamica 
  
Subspecies change Mazama americana cerasina = Mazama temama cerasina 
  
Generic change Megamuntiacus vuquanghensis = Muntiacus vuquanghensis 
  
Nomen nudum Odocoileus virginianus mayensis 
  
 BOVIDAE 
  
Alternative name Bos gaurus = Bos frontalis 
 The CITES Nomenclature Committee has agreed to use the name based on a wild 

rather than a domestic form 
  
Alternative name Bos mutus = Bos grunniens 
 The CITES Nomenclature Committee has agreed to use the name based on a wild 

rather than a domestic form 
  
Alternative name Bubalus arnee = Bubalus bubalis 
 The CITES Nomenclature Committee has agreed to use the name based on a wild 

rather than a domestic form 
  
Generic change Cephalophus monticola = Philantomba monticola 
  
Split Cephalophus ogilbyi brookei = Cephalophus brookei 
  
Split Damaliscus lunatus korrigum = Dasmaliscus korrigum 
  
Generic change Gazella dama = Nanger dama 
  
Generic change Naemorhedus sumatraensis = Capricornis sumatraensis 
  
Split Naemorhedus caudatus griseus  = Naemorhedus griseus 
  
Split Naemorhedus sumatraensis milneedwardsii  = Capricornis milneedwardsii 
  
Split Naemorhedus sumatraensis rubidus  = Capricornis rubidus 
  
Split Naemorhedus sumatraensis thar  = Capricornis thar 
  
Alternative name Ovis orientalis ophion  = Ovis aries ophion 
 The CITES Nomenclature Committee has agreed to use the name based on a wild 

rather than a domestic form 
  
Lump Ovis vignei  = Ovis aries vignei 
  
Split Saiga tatarica borealis  = Saiga borealis 
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Key 

Generic change The species or subspecies has been transferred from one genus to another 
Lump The species or subspecies is now considered to be a synonym of the taxon to 

the right 
New species Newly described since (or overlooked) by the second edition of Mammal 

Species of the World 
Nomen nudum A species or subspecies name that has no associated published description 

and is therefore invalid 
Replacement name A name to replace the original name for the species or subspecies, which was 

found to be invalid 
Spelling A correction to the spelling of the name of a species or subspecies 
Split The original species is now considered to comprise two (or more) separate 

species 
 


