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1. The Annex to this document has been provided by the Management Authority of the United States
of America.
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RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE REFINEMENT OF THE LIST OF SHARK SPECIES OF CONCERN
(DOCUMENT AC23 DOC. 15.2): AN EXAMPLE USING THE REQUEIM SHARK GROUP

This information document has been submitted by the United States of America.
Background

In Resolution Conf. 12.6 on Conservation and management of sharks, the Animals Committee is directed
to examine information provided by range States in shark assessment reports and other available relevant
documents, with a view to identifying key species and examining these for consideration and possible
listing under CITES. The Animals Committee made species-specific recommendations at the 13th and
14" meetings of the Conference of the Parties for improving the conservation status of sharks and the
regulation of international trade in these species. Decision 14.107 states that the Animals Committee
shall continue activities specified under Resolution Conf. 12.6, including refinement of the list of shark
species of concern, in collaboration with FAO, taking account of those referenced in Annex 3 to
document CoP14 Doc. 59.1, and shall report on these activities at the 15th meeting of the Conference of
the Parties.

While some work has been done towards the refinement of the list of shark species of concern, the
United States believes that the current list is too extensive and lacks prioritization. Not all species on the
list have benefited from recent evaluations of trade data or assessments of their status. Further, while
the status of some species is considered poor, in some cases it has not been determined whether
international trade is affecting their status. Thus, some species previously identified as species of
concern may not warrant further consideration for listing under the Appendices. We have done an
exercise in improving the list by using the requiem shark group as an example. This information
document provides a review of the requiem shark group by examining trade levels, species status, and
the presence or absence of current management plans. It is important to consider the species in this
category individually due to the variation in life history parameters, different intrinsic rates of increase,
and different catch and trade levels included within the complex. We suggest this classification may
prove useful for identification and refinement of the other shark taxa on the list of species of concern.

Review of requiem sharks

(See documents CoP13 Doc. 35, Annex 2, paragraph 19 and CoP14 Doc. 59.1, Annex 3,
paragraph 3 g).)

Some species in this group comprise a fairly large proportion of the fins that can be identified to species
level in fin markets. These include the hammerheads Sphyrna spp., shortfin mako, /surus oxyrinchus,
tiger shark, Galeocerdo cuvier, thresher sharks Alopias spp., oceanic whitetip shark, Carcharhinus
longimanus, silky shark, C. falciformis, dusky shark, C. obscurus, sandbar shark, C. plumbeus, and bull
shark, C. leucas. In the following table these taxa are ranked from high concern to lower concern based
on available trade data, species status determined using both [IUCN Red List assessments and any other
available assessment on species population status, availability of management through a fishery
management body or domestic plan, and the impact of international trade on the taxon. The table was
compiled by reviewing the references listed at the end of this document.

AC23 Inf. 6 — p. 2



€ 'd -9 gcov

“SOLIAYSTY
ONSAWIOP UT JSIAIRY JO S[OAJ] MOT SISIXd A2141D
"open uy ur sa1oads juepunge jsea] | juowFeuelwl  [BUOHBU  QWOS YSH Jomo] 9JBIOPON sur,j Mo 0p12202]DD)
"SALIAYSI) SISIXd sponaj
OISOWOP Ul JSIATRY JO S[OAQ] MO | JuowadeuelwWl [BUONBU JWOS | PIUABAIYL JBIN MO TeQIA/Sul] RIOPOIN SNUIYADYIUD)
-9oe1d ur are sued 1s1x9 sue[d snaquinyd
Juowadeuew  dNsAWOp Ing AN | JuoweSeuew [eUONBU OYI02dS J[qeraunp MO JEOIN/SUL] ysSiy SNUIYADYIUD)
"9]qeure)sns SISIXd
1SOATRY SPUIJ SJUOWISSISSE JUQLND | JUSWOSEURW  [BUONBU  JWOS
GONTEW [[BIOAO U} JO 9/ ISBI[ | "o1ep 0} juowadeurwt JGroads
18 osudwod suy Ieys on[q YA\ | OU INQ [YDDI-UED( ONUENY | POUdIBIIY], TBON ySt surj YSt | vonv3 aovuorg
‘aneA Y31y JO pue PAjudwnoop SISIXd s1uL1ofio]of
SUI} Ul Opel) [BUONBUIUI JGI0dS | JuowoSeuewl [eUONBU  OWOS | POUIBAIY, JEAN 0)BIOPOIN SuI{ QJRIOPOIN SNUIYADYIUD))
‘aneA Y31y JO pue PAjudwnoop SISIX JUSWOFTRUEBL [BUONJEU SnuUDU3Uo]
SUl} Ul open [euoneuwrdiul ogrdadg | swoS SONAY UIYNM  QUON o[qeIaurnA YS1H/21eIopOIN YeQIA/SuI] QJRIOPOIN SNUIYADYIUD))
SISTX9
Juowdgeuewl  [BUONEU  JQWIOS
‘anfeA Y3y Jo pue pajudwnoop | “(Ayjepow Sumysy ur uoronpor)
Suly ur open Jeuoneurdul dgIdds | [YDDI-Uedd) onuepy d[qeraunp 9JBIOPOIN JEON/SUL] QRIOPOIN | SMYOULIAXO SNANST
‘onfea
431y JO puB PAJUIWNIOP SUL Ul Open
[euoneuIul  dY10adg  -Fuwioyuow
oYMNJ  juelleM  UONJS[[0d  BJRp SISIX9 JUSWIITRUBW [BUOL)BU
oyads pue judwoSeurwW JO OB | QWOS SONJY UIPIM  SUON d[qeraunp 9JBIOPOIN ) AN | QJBIOPOIN ds svidojy
"9pe1) Ul PAJUIWNIOP
[[US oIe suy ‘suoidal  QWOS 110 sueld sn.mosqo
Ul 1SoATRY woy pajodjord ySnoyy | juowoSeurw [euoneu dGroadg dlqeIaunA MO surq yS1yg SNUIYADYIUD))
‘SUlJ Ul OpeJ) [EUONBUIUI UT SI19ds
juEpunge 1sow puodds “SuIpIedsIp SISTX9
oSemoostp sugy  Ajenb U3ty | juowdSeuew  [eUONBU  QWOS poroSuepuyg 9JRIOPOIN /MO sur ysig ‘dds vuidydg
LINHINSSHSSV HAvdl HAvdl
LSI'T ddd | ALIAILDNAOYUd | NI LDNdO¥Ud | NI HIN'TOA
GSNIVLS ONILDHAIV AAVIL ST | INHINHDVNVIN SHIIHHSIA | NONI TVHOTD HALLIVTIAY | LNVOIJINDIS HALLV'TIY SHIDAdS

"UJOOUO0D 1SE9| 0} UIBDUO0D 1sa1ealb woly payues Ajpanedl Alobale) yieyg wainbay ayl ul sa1oadg | 9|qe




References

Abercrombie, D. L., S. C. Clarke, and M. S. Shivji. 2005. Global-scale genetic identification of hammerhead sharks:
application to assessment of the international fin trade and law enforcement. Conservation Genetics 6:775-788.

Aires-da-Silva, A. and V. F. Gallucci. 2007. Demographic and risk analyses applied to management and
conservation of the blue shark (Prionace glauca) in the North Atlantic Ocean. Marine Freshwater Research 58: 570-
580.

Aires-da-Silva, A. M., J. J. Hoey, and V. F. Gallucci. 2007. A historical index of abundance for the blue shark
(Prionace glauca) in the western North Atlantic, Fisheries Research doi:10.1016/j.fishres.2007.12.019.

Clarke, S. 2004. Shark Products Trade in Hong Kong and Mainland China and Implementation of the CITES Shark
Listings. TRAFFIC East Asia, Hong Kong.

Clarke, S. 2004. Understanding pressures on fishery resources through trade statistics: a pilot study of four
products in the

Chinese dried seafood market. Fish and Fisheries 5:53-74.

Clarke, S., M. K. McAllister, and C. G. J. Michielsens. 2004. Estimates of shark species composition and numbers
associated with the shark fin trade based on Hong Kong auction data. Journal of Northwest Atlantic Fishery Science
35:453-465.

Clarke, S. C., J. E. Magnussen, D. L. Abercrombie, M. K. McAllister, and M. S. Shivji. 2006. Identification of shark
species composition and proportion in the Hong Kong shark fin market based on molecular genetics and trade
records. Conservation Biology 20: 201-211.

Clarke S. C., M. K. McAllister, E. J. Milner-Gulland, G. P. Kirkwood, C. G. J. Michielsens, D. J. Agnew, E. K. Pikitch,
H. Nakano, and M. S. Shivji. 2006. Global estimates of shark catches using trade records from commercial markets.
Ecology Letters 9:1115-1126.

CMS 2007. UNEP/CMS/Recommendation 8.16 Migratory sharks, Vol. 2005. United Nations Environment
Programme, Convention on Migratory Species.

Cortés, E. 2002. Incorporating uncertainty into demographic modelling: application to shark populations and their
conservation. Conservation Biology 16:1048-1062.

Cortés, E. In press. Comparative life history and demography of pelagic sharks. In M. D. Camhi and E. K. Pikitch
(Editors), Sharks of the open ocean: biology, fisheries and conservation (eds.). Blackwell Publ., Oxford.

Cortés, E., E. N. Brooks, P. Apostolaki, and C.A. Brown. 2006. Stock assessment of dusky shark in the U.S.
Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service,
Southeast Fisheries Science Center

Sustainable Fisheries Division Contribution SFD-2006-014.

Cortés, E., C. Brown, and L. R. Beerkircher. 2007. Relative abundance of pelagic sharks in the western North
Atlantic Ocean, including the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea. Gulf Caribbean Research Report 19:37-52.

Dulvya, N.K., J.K. Baum, S. Clarke, L.J. V. Compagno, E. Cortés, A. Domingo, S. Fordham, S. Fowler, M.P. Francis,
C. Gibson, J. Martinez, J.A. Musick, A. Soldo, J.D. Stevens and S. Valenti. In press. You can swim but you can’t
hide: the global status and conservation of oceanic pelagic sharks and rays. Aquatic Biology.

FAO 2007. FishSTAT Capture Production (1950-2005) Database, Vol. 2007. Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations.

Hayes, C. G. 2007. Investigating single and multiple species fisheries management: stock status evaluation of
hammerhead (Sphyrna spp.) sharks in the western North Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico. Thesis. Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University.

ICCAT 2005. Report of the 2004 inter-sessional meeting of the ICCAT subcommittee on by-catches: shark stock

assessment. Collective Volume of Scientific Papers of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic
Tunas (ICCAT) 58: 799-890.

AC23 Inf. 5 - p. 4



ICCAT 2007. Report of the standing committee on research and statistics (SCRS). International Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), Madrid, Spain.

IUCN 2007. 2007 IUCN Red List of threatened species, www.iucnredlist.org/.

Smith, S. E., D. W. Au, and C. Show. 1998. Intrinsic rebound potentials of 26 species of Pacific sharks. Marine
and Freshwater Research 49:663-678.

West G., J. D. Stevens, and M. Basson. 2004. Assessment of blue shark population status in the western South
Pacific., Rep. No. RO1/1157. Research report prepared for the Australian Fisheries Management Authority
(Unpublished report available from CMAR library Hobart, Tasmania.

AC23Inf.5 - p. b



