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IATTC Shark projects: ABNJ and other research
Workshop on Non-detriment findings (NDFs) for specimens of Appendix-II species taken from Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJ). 



10th Meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee. 13-17 May, 2019 La Jolla, California, USA

Outlines

• What is the IATTC?

• Research conducted on sharks

• IATTC Elasmobranch research effort –Timeline

• Interim List of Shark species under the purview of the IATTC

• Technical reports and Resolutions



10th Meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee. 13-17 May, 2019 La Jolla, California, USA

The Inter-American Tropical 
Tuna Commission (IATTC) is 
one of 5 tuna Regional 
Fisheries Management 
Organization (RFMO).

What is the IATTC?



10th Meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee. 13-17 May, 2019 La Jolla, California, USA

Convention Area

Convention Area: From coast of the Americas to the 150o 
West meridian and between the 50o North and 50o South 
parallels.

 Objective: To ensure the long-term 
conservation and sustainable use of 
the species covered by the Convention 
(tuna and tuna-like species) in the EPO.

 21 Members (CPC), 5 cooperating non-
members (CNM)
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When the IATTC was created?
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Organization
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Procedures for data provision

Task I

Task II

Catch: Gross annual harvest (whole weight of all the fish caught or killed during fishing operations) 
and disposition (retained or discarded) of the tunas, tuna-like species, and other species caught by 
fisheries covered by the Antigua Convention.

Effort: by gear (number of hooks for longline  and number of sets for purse seine), that fish or tuna and 
tuna-like species in the Antigua Convention Area.

Catch and Effort: aggregated by flag, year, month and 5x5° for longline, 1x1° for purse seine by 
area, and species. Gross harvest and disposition (retained or discarded) for each species, and the 
associated fishing effort, at the finest resolution possible. 

Members
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Research conducted on sharks
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Analyses used

Stock Synthesis 3 (SS): is an age-structured model designed for the integrated analysis of length, 
age, and abundance data for fisheries stock assessment. It incorporates information from various 
data sources including catches, abundance indices, age and length compositions, and 
environmental indices, making it highly flexible for assessing different stocks compared to 
traditional stock assessment models

Stock Status Indicators (SSI): refer to measures used to assess the health and trend of fish 
populations where data is not sufficient for stock assessment.
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Analyses used

Order of Magnitude: A quick and general approximation of the quantity of sharks captured within 
a specific period of time, typically expressed in terms of either the number of individuals or total 
weight. It provides an overview of the fishing pressure on that species group and can be useful for 
preliminary fishery management.

Ecological Assessment for the Sustainable Impacts of Fisheries (EASI-Fish): It is a flexible 
quantitative ecological risk assessment approach that utilizes biological, fisheries data to quantify 
the cumulative impacts of multiple fisheries on species in data-limited settings.
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https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/40ad1e7e-2168-4997-8fb4-dacd56c563ea/SAC-10-17_Purse-seine-indicators-for-silky-sharks-in-the-EPO.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/92e97e61-eb12-40e1-aa62-291eb7f69b82/C-05-03%20Sharks
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https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/40ad1e7e-2168-4997-8fb4-dacd56c563ea/SAC-10-17_Purse-seine-indicators-for-silky-sharks-in-the-EPO.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/4d209012-5f88-4a06-a4e2-08a2eb7e97f5/Meeting-DWS-02%20report
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/269c5203-446f-4ff4-90e5-b3127738b914/DWS-03-RPT_3rd-Technical-meeting-on-sharks.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/71fc2096-c12b-4560-83a4-60fd07dcd07f/C-11-10-Active_Conservation-of-Oceanic-whitetip-sharks.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/92e97e61-eb12-40e1-aa62-291eb7f69b82/C-05-03%20Sharks
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https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/40ad1e7e-2168-4997-8fb4-dacd56c563ea/SAC-10-17_Purse-seine-indicators-for-silky-sharks-in-the-EPO.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/4d209012-5f88-4a06-a4e2-08a2eb7e97f5/Meeting-DWS-02%20report
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/269c5203-446f-4ff4-90e5-b3127738b914/DWS-03-RPT_3rd-Technical-meeting-on-sharks.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/10e74bcc-fbff-4254-b601-18b4d88a889a/SAC-05-11a_Indicadores-para-el-tiburon-sedoso.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/71fc2096-c12b-4560-83a4-60fd07dcd07f/C-11-10-Active_Conservation-of-Oceanic-whitetip-sharks.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/92e97e61-eb12-40e1-aa62-291eb7f69b82/C-05-03%20Sharks
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https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/40ad1e7e-2168-4997-8fb4-dacd56c563ea/SAC-10-17_Purse-seine-indicators-for-silky-sharks-in-the-EPO.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/4d209012-5f88-4a06-a4e2-08a2eb7e97f5/Meeting-DWS-02%20report
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/269c5203-446f-4ff4-90e5-b3127738b914/DWS-03-RPT_3rd-Technical-meeting-on-sharks.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/f554095c-dec7-49a7-99b1-f8422833ceb0/SAC-07-06b(ii)_Results-of-FAO-GEF-shark-project-1.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/10e74bcc-fbff-4254-b601-18b4d88a889a/SAC-05-11a_Indicadores-para-el-tiburon-sedoso.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/ab97fba4-bc24-4d67-9552-43294fc679f9/C-16-05-Active_Management-of-sharks-species.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/88759268-a4f8-4f37-aefa-57d640277f4e/C-15-04-Active_Conservation-of-Mobulid-Rays.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/71fc2096-c12b-4560-83a4-60fd07dcd07f/C-11-10-Active_Conservation-of-Oceanic-whitetip-sharks.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/b6e976ec-5e8a-480f-847b-44aa42523ceb/C-16-04-Active_Amendment-to-C-05-03-Sharks.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/92e97e61-eb12-40e1-aa62-291eb7f69b82/C-05-03%20Sharks
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https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/db17713c-6f4b-499a-bd33-956f7d3df3f1/SAC-11-13-MTG_Pilot-study-for-shark-fishery-sampling-program-in-Central-America.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/614c5692-74c5-40a7-a8b0-148ec0e52206/C-19-08-Active_Observers-on-longliners.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/9cdc7d39-6700-4d94-9c94-9d5439dded9a/C-19-05%20Silky%20shark
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/72ae537f-3b91-4990-91fb-1dbbe9e618c0/C-19-06-Active_Whale-sharks.pdf
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/umrsmas/bullmar/2019/00000095/00000003/art00002;jsessionid=24bpq8hjdm5hm.x-ic-live-02
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https://iattc.org/GetAttachment/b00bcb6b-5db8-4f3d-8696-4c5b190c9346/BYC-11-INF-B_Indicadores-de-cerco-para-el-tiburon-sedoso-en-el-OPO-un-informe-de-2021.pdf
https://iattc.org/GetAttachment/b00bcb6b-5db8-4f3d-8696-4c5b190c9346/BYC-11-INF-B_Indicadores-de-cerco-para-el-tiburon-sedoso-en-el-OPO-un-informe-de-2021.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/db17713c-6f4b-499a-bd33-956f7d3df3f1/SAC-11-13-MTG_Pilot-study-for-shark-fishery-sampling-program-in-Central-America.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/614c5692-74c5-40a7-a8b0-148ec0e52206/C-19-08-Active_Observers-on-longliners.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/9cdc7d39-6700-4d94-9c94-9d5439dded9a/C-19-05%20Silky%20shark
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/72ae537f-3b91-4990-91fb-1dbbe9e618c0/C-19-06-Active_Whale-sharks.pdf
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/umrsmas/bullmar/2019/00000095/00000003/art00002;jsessionid=24bpq8hjdm5hm.x-ic-live-02
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https://iattc.org/GetAttachment/b00bcb6b-5db8-4f3d-8696-4c5b190c9346/BYC-11-INF-B_Indicadores-de-cerco-para-el-tiburon-sedoso-en-el-OPO-un-informe-de-2021.pdf
https://iattc.org/GetAttachment/b00bcb6b-5db8-4f3d-8696-4c5b190c9346/BYC-11-INF-B_Indicadores-de-cerco-para-el-tiburon-sedoso-en-el-OPO-un-informe-de-2021.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/db17713c-6f4b-499a-bd33-956f7d3df3f1/SAC-11-13-MTG_Pilot-study-for-shark-fishery-sampling-program-in-Central-America.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/530bbb1b-7178-4fbd-8107-8fd38c60c5d3/SAC-14-INF-L_Silky-and-hammerhead-shark-catches-in-coastal-artisanal-fisheries.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/241076b4-3ac9-4ead-91f9-1665a9e39ae9/C-22-03_Amendment-C-12-07-Transshipments.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/614c5692-74c5-40a7-a8b0-148ec0e52206/C-19-08-Active_Observers-on-longliners.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/9cdc7d39-6700-4d94-9c94-9d5439dded9a/C-19-05%20Silky%20shark
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/72ae537f-3b91-4990-91fb-1dbbe9e618c0/C-19-06-Active_Whale-sharks.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/807064ae-38c8-4887-aa20-79cec06007a9/C-23-08%20Silky%20sharks
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/fc75f0b9-ec17-492e-bc74-4844ef15281e/SAC-14-12_Vulnerability-status-of-silky-and-hammerhead-sharks-in-the-EPO-EASI-fish-assessment.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/45683b87-6bc9-4a38-a864-ae9ac77aa6f3/C-22-06_T%C3%A9rminos-de-referencia-para-un-Grupo-de-Trabajo-sobre-ecosistema-y-captura-incidental.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/73644d39-120a-4a1c-92f7-4ada0a1b7c72/C-23-07_Tiburones%E2%80%93consolida-and-reemplaza-C-05-03,-C-16-04,-y-C-16-05.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/57b58325-ecdd-4133-acd0-84f0959f332b/SAC-13-11_Vulnerability-status-for-sharks-in-the-EPO-EASI-fish-assessment.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/57b58325-ecdd-4133-acd0-84f0959f332b/SAC-13-11_Vulnerability-status-for-sharks-in-the-EPO-EASI-fish-assessment.pdf
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/umrsmas/bullmar/2019/00000095/00000003/art00002;jsessionid=24bpq8hjdm5hm.x-ic-live-02
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shark stocks in the eastern pacific ocean: 

expansion to fisheries in coastal states 

C-22-03
Transshipment

C-19-08
LL observers

C-19-05
Silky shark

C-19-06
Whale shark

C-23-08
Silky Shark

Vulnerability assessment for
silky and hammerhead sharks

C-22-06
Working group

bycatch and 
ecossystem

C-22-07
Sharks

Vulnerability 
assessment for sharks

Post-release 
survival and 
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silky sharks 

https://iattc.org/GetAttachment/b00bcb6b-5db8-4f3d-8696-4c5b190c9346/BYC-11-INF-B_Indicadores-de-cerco-para-el-tiburon-sedoso-en-el-OPO-un-informe-de-2021.pdf
https://iattc.org/GetAttachment/b00bcb6b-5db8-4f3d-8696-4c5b190c9346/BYC-11-INF-B_Indicadores-de-cerco-para-el-tiburon-sedoso-en-el-OPO-un-informe-de-2021.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/353822391_A_40-year_chronology_of_the_vulnerability_of_spinetail_devil_ray_Mobula_mobular_to_eastern_Pacific_tuna_fisheries_and_options_for_future_conservation_and_management
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/353822391_A_40-year_chronology_of_the_vulnerability_of_spinetail_devil_ray_Mobula_mobular_to_eastern_Pacific_tuna_fisheries_and_options_for_future_conservation_and_management
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/db17713c-6f4b-499a-bd33-956f7d3df3f1/SAC-11-13-MTG_Pilot-study-for-shark-fishery-sampling-program-in-Central-America.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/530bbb1b-7178-4fbd-8107-8fd38c60c5d3/SAC-14-INF-L_Silky-and-hammerhead-shark-catches-in-coastal-artisanal-fisheries.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/5d3484c7-b456-4875-b3ab-cec59e00bd84/SAC-14-INF-M_Improving-Conservation-and-Management-of-Sharks-in-the-EPO.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/241076b4-3ac9-4ead-91f9-1665a9e39ae9/C-22-03_Amendment-C-12-07-Transshipments.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/614c5692-74c5-40a7-a8b0-148ec0e52206/C-19-08-Active_Observers-on-longliners.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/9cdc7d39-6700-4d94-9c94-9d5439dded9a/C-19-05%20Silky%20shark
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/72ae537f-3b91-4990-91fb-1dbbe9e618c0/C-19-06-Active_Whale-sharks.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/807064ae-38c8-4887-aa20-79cec06007a9/C-23-08%20Silky%20sharks
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/fc75f0b9-ec17-492e-bc74-4844ef15281e/SAC-14-12_Vulnerability-status-of-silky-and-hammerhead-sharks-in-the-EPO-EASI-fish-assessment.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/45683b87-6bc9-4a38-a864-ae9ac77aa6f3/C-22-06_T%C3%A9rminos-de-referencia-para-un-Grupo-de-Trabajo-sobre-ecosistema-y-captura-incidental.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/73644d39-120a-4a1c-92f7-4ada0a1b7c72/C-23-07_Tiburones%E2%80%93consolida-and-reemplaza-C-05-03,-C-16-04,-y-C-16-05.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/57b58325-ecdd-4133-acd0-84f0959f332b/SAC-13-11_Vulnerability-status-for-sharks-in-the-EPO-EASI-fish-assessment.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/57b58325-ecdd-4133-acd0-84f0959f332b/SAC-13-11_Vulnerability-status-for-sharks-in-the-EPO-EASI-fish-assessment.pdf
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/umrsmas/bullmar/2019/00000095/00000003/art00002;jsessionid=24bpq8hjdm5hm.x-ic-live-02
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Interim List of Shark species under the purview of the IATTC

FAO  Code Common name Scientific name Family

Stock 
Syntesis 3

Stock Status 
Analysis (Purse 

seine data) 

Order of Magnitud 
(Central America)

Vulnerability Analysis in the EPO 
(Easy-Fish)

2014 2015-2023 2019 2023 2021 2022 2023
ALV Common thresher shark Alopias vulpinus Alopiidae X X

BTH Bigeye thresher shark Alopias superciliosus Alopiidae X X

PTH Pelagic thresher shark Alopias pelagicus Alopiidae X X

THR Thresher sharks* Alopias spp. Alopiidae X

ALS Silvertip shark Carcharhinus
albimarginatus Carcharhinidae X

BRO Copper shark Carcharhinus brachyurus Carcharhinidae X

BSH Blue shark Prionace glauca Carcharhinidae X X

CCE Bull shark Carcharhinus leucas Carcharhinidae X X

CCG Galapagos shark Carcharhinus galapagensis Carcharhinidae X

CCL Blacktip shark Carcharhinus limbatus Carcharhinidae X X

CCP Sandbar shark Carcharhinus plumbeus Carcharhinidae X

CCR Smalltail shark Carcharhinus porosus Carcharhinidae X X

CNX Whitenose shark Nasolamia velox Carcharhinidae X X

DUS Dusky shark Carcharhinus obscurus Carcharhinidae X X

FAL Silky shark Carcharhinus falciformis Carcharhinidae X X X X X X

OCS Oceanic whitetip shark Carcharhinus longimanus Carcharhinidae X X

RHU Pacific sharpnose shark Rhizoprionodon longurio Carcharhinidae X X

RSK Requiem sharks* Carcharhinus spp. Carcharhinidae X

TIG Tiger shark Galeocerdo cuvier Carcharhinidae X X

TRB Whitetip reef shark Triaenodon obesus Carcharhinidae X

ISB Cookie cutter shark Isistius brasiliensis Dalatiidae X

SCK Kitefin shark Dalatias licha Dalatiidae X

GNC Nurse shark Ginglymostoma cirratum Ginglymostomatidae X

https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/e79023b2-5c15-48fb-b9a7-2d8c63bf6aeb/SAC-05-11a_Indicators-for-silky-sharks.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/getattachment/1f317d24-cdce-49e1-8d2c-f042f60b2461/BYC-11-INF-B_Updated-stock-status-indicators-for-silky-sharks-in-the-EPO,-1994-2021.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/db17713c-6f4b-499a-bd33-956f7d3df3f1/SAC-11-13-MTG_Pilot-study-for-shark-fishery-sampling-program-in-Central-America.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/530bbb1b-7178-4fbd-8107-8fd38c60c5d3/SAC-14-INF-L_Silky-and-hammerhead-shark-catches-in-coastal-artisanal-fisheries.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/getattachment/8299c328-3177-4285-b81d-d15c142c1bf9/BYC-09-01_Ecological-risk-assessment-of-Mobulid-rays-in-the-eastern-Pacific-Ocean.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/57b58325-ecdd-4133-acd0-84f0959f332b/SAC-13-11_Vulnerability-status-for-sharks-in-the-EPO-EASI-fish-assessment.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/fc75f0b9-ec17-492e-bc74-4844ef15281e/SAC-14-12_Vulnerability-status-of-silky-and-hammerhead-sharks-in-the-EPO-EASI-fish-assessment.pdf
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Interim List of Shark species under the purview of the IATTC

FAO  Code Common name Scientific name Family

Stock 
Syntesis 3

Stock Status 
Analysis (Purse 

seine data) 

Order of Magnitud 
(Central America)

Vulnerability Analysis in the EPO (Easy-
Fish)

2014 2015-2023 2019 2023 2021 2022 2023

LMA Longfin mako Isurus paucus Lamnidae X

LMD Salmon shark Lamna ditropis Lamnidae X

POR Porbeagle Lamna nasus Lamnidae X

SMA Shortfin mako shark Isurus oxyrinchus Lamnidae X X

WSH Great white shark Carcharodon carcharias Lamnidae X

RMM Spinetail devil ray Mobula mobular Mobulidae X

PSK Crocodile shark Pseudocarcharias kamoharai Pseudocarchariidae X

SSQ Velvet dogfish Zameus squamulosus Somniosidae X

XPE Scoophead Sphyrna media Sphyrnidae X

SPK Great hammerhead Sphyrna mokarran Sphyrnidae X X X X

SPL Scalloped hammerhead Sphyrna lewini Sphyrnidae X X X X

SPN Hammerhead sharks* Sphyrna spp. Sphyrnidae X X

SPZ Smooth hammerhead Sphyrna zygaena Sphyrnidae X X X

SSN Scalloped bonnethead Sphyrna corona Sphyrnidae X

CTD Sharptooth smooth-
hound Mustelus dorsalis Triakidae X

MUU Sicklefin smooth-hound Mustelus lunulatus Triakidae X

SDV Smooth-hounds* Mustelus spp. Triakidae X

https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/e79023b2-5c15-48fb-b9a7-2d8c63bf6aeb/SAC-05-11a_Indicators-for-silky-sharks.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/getattachment/1f317d24-cdce-49e1-8d2c-f042f60b2461/BYC-11-INF-B_Updated-stock-status-indicators-for-silky-sharks-in-the-EPO,-1994-2021.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/db17713c-6f4b-499a-bd33-956f7d3df3f1/SAC-11-13-MTG_Pilot-study-for-shark-fishery-sampling-program-in-Central-America.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/530bbb1b-7178-4fbd-8107-8fd38c60c5d3/SAC-14-INF-L_Silky-and-hammerhead-shark-catches-in-coastal-artisanal-fisheries.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/getattachment/8299c328-3177-4285-b81d-d15c142c1bf9/BYC-09-01_Ecological-risk-assessment-of-Mobulid-rays-in-the-eastern-Pacific-Ocean.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/57b58325-ecdd-4133-acd0-84f0959f332b/SAC-13-11_Vulnerability-status-for-sharks-in-the-EPO-EASI-fish-assessment.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/fc75f0b9-ec17-492e-bc74-4844ef15281e/SAC-14-12_Vulnerability-status-of-silky-and-hammerhead-sharks-in-the-EPO-EASI-fish-assessment.pdf
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IATTC webpage: Resolutions
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